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2013 MAC-ISA Tree Climbing Championship - April 6 (rain date April 7th)

T

hirty-five tree climbers from our
to experience the thrill and challenge
chapter area (Maryland, Virginia,
of tree climbing. In addition to seeing
District of Columbia and West Virginia)
some impressive and exciting climbing,
will be competing to become the 2013
everyone at the event can see the latest
MAC-ISA Tree Climbing Champions.
tools and equipment offered by the
This year’s contest will be held
April 6, 2013 with a new format in
which the Masters Challenge will
be held on Sunday morning the
7th at Byrd Park in Richmond,
VA. This beautiful park is one of
Richmond’s most popular. Enjoy
walking around Fountain Lake,
Swan Lake and Shields Lake; as
well as visiting the historic World
War I Carillon and sunken mall.
There are many open areas to
enjoy fun and games with the
family, as well as a playground. Visit
William Byrd Park
http://www.richmondgov.com/parks/
Photo see: http://eservices.ci.richmond.va.us/
parkbyrd.aspx for more information.
applications/parksearch/ParkDetail.asp?park_ID=10
The competition will feature five
main events; foot lock, speed climb,
exhibitors. This is a great chance to pick
belayed speed climb, throw line, aerial
up that needed equipment and avoid the
rescue, and work climb. The top four
hassle of shipping. The following vendors
men after the events will move onto the
(as of 1/23) have reserved space already;
master’s challenge which will be held
Arbor Tech Supply, Bandit Industries,
Sunday morning at 8am. The men’s
Forestry Equipment of VA, K&M Lawn,
champion is the winner of the master’s
Garden and Arborist Supplies and
challenge and will represent MAC-ISA at
Vermeer Mid-Atlantic. Food vendors
the 2013 ITCC. This year the ITCC will
will be offering lunch and snacks on
be held in Toronto, Ontario. The women
Saturday, or you may bring a picnic.
competitors must meet set requirements
Climbers, remember that the
to become the champion. The chapter
competition is limited to 35 competitors,
pays the travel expenses to attend the
so get your registration in early.
ITCC for our champions.
Registration forms are available through
This year’s event will feature
the MAC-ISA office or on our website.
several educational and entertainment
Competitors must have at least 6 months
opportunities for both participants and
climbing experience to participate.
spectators. Riverside Outfitters will
Company/individual sponsors and
host the recreational tree climb. It will
exhibitors are needed to help make
offer people of all ages an opportunity
this important event possible. This is a

great marketing opportunity and a way
to support MAC-ISA and the men and
women in the field. If you are interested
in exhibiting and/or sponsoring, visit our
website at www.mac-isa.org or contact
the MAC-ISA office at (703) 753-0499 or
email exdirector@macisa.org to receive a
sponsor/exhibitor application.
The Tree Climbing Championship
relies heavily on volunteers to organize,
ready the site, and run the event. We
would like to extend a special thanks
to The City of Richmond owners of
Byrd Park for their help in making this
year’s event possible. Luke McCall
is the overall chair and James Martin
is the head judge for 2013. If you are
interested in helping with this exciting
event please contact (703) 753-0499 or
exdirector@macisa.org or Luke at
luke.mccall@richmondgov.com or (804)
357-9660.
On the Thursday before the event
a hotline will be set up at (703) 7530499, to provide information regarding
weather-related changes.

Special Thanks to our
Sponsors
(as of 1/18)

Arbor Tech Supply
Bartlett Tree Experts
City of Richmond
Davey Tree Company
Georgetown Insurance Service
K&M Lawn, Garden and Arborist
Supplies
Richmond Times
The Care of Trees

2013 MAC-ISA Board Retreat
What Makes MAC-ISA Special?

A

t the recent MAC-ISA Board Retreat, the Board Members
worked very hard over the course of a day and a half, to
discuss in detail the
recent past and future
direction of the Chapter.
It was an honor to
facilitate this work and
witness the depth of
knowledge in the room.
We did several
different exercises to get
the brain juices flowing
and one of my favorites
Strategic planning in progress.
this year was: “What Makes
MAC-ISA Special?” One of the
responses kind of said it all: “We are THE primary tree care
non-profit that is geared towards
working professionals in the MidAtlantic.”
The following list was compiled
from the Board’s brainstorming
session:
• Makes me feel like I’m not
alone; get the support of others
facing the same problems
• Face to face communication
(not over computer)
• Camaraderie
• Learning from each other
• Sharing information across
What makes MAC-ISA
Special?
professions with competitors
• Builds a better industry because
everyone wants it to improve

Volunteer Column: MAC-ISA Needs YOU!
Wanted:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Annual Meeting Program committee members
Sponsorship Chair
Logistics Chair
Exhibits Chair
TCC general volunteers
Certification Exam Proctors
Display hosts
Academic news editor
Book review column writer

If interested please contact Nancy Herwig at 703-753-0499 or
send an email to exdirector@macisa.org or fill out our on-line
form at www.mac-isa.org. Thank you!

•
•

Builds trust with others
Various professional/cultural/educational members with
one common goal
• Professional organization that addresses professional
issues
• Learning from each other
• Exposure to research and new discoveries
• See the bigger picture, the wider view
• We’re Family
• Long-time membership & welcoming/family
• Place to hang out with others who share your interests
My hope is that
you see some of the
benefits on this list
as being what makes
MAC-ISA special to
you. And I hope that
it inspires you to get
involved and share
your knowledge, skills
and talents. For more
information on how to
volunteer your time and
MAC-ISA Board
talents to THE tree care non-profit geared
towards working professionals in the MidAtlantic, contact Nancy Herwig, Executive Director MAC-ISA
exdirector@macisa.org or phone: 703-753-0499. You can also
fill out a brief volunteer application on line at www.mac-isa.org.
CJ Lammers, Retreat Facilitator, ISA Certified Arborist, Past Board Member

The Roundhouse at
William Byrd Park,
Richmond, VA
Location of
the MAC-ISA
Tree Climbing
Championship

Mark your calendars for the
2013 Annual Meeting, Oct. 14-15,
Fredericksburg, VA

T

he meeting will begin officially with the field day on
Monday at the University of Mary Washington, followed
by one day of educational sessions at the Fredericksburg
Hospitality House. The planning committee is busy securing
speakers, exhibitors and sponsors. Additional volunteers
are needed to help plan the meeting. Join the team by
calling 703-753-0499 or sending an email to
exdirector@macisa.org.
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Our Mission

MAC-ISA 2013 Board at the retreat
Photo courtesy of CJ Lammers

“To promote a culture of safety while fostering education and research that supports
the care and benefits of trees.”
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President’s Message

M

AC-ISA is a unique organization.
We are an over 1100 member
professional organization spanning 3
states and the District of Columbia.
There is a core membership that has
been a part of the organization for
over 20 years. Many friendships
have grown over those years and new
folks have joined beginning their own
connections. I met with your elected
board of directors down in New Kent,
VA for an overnight retreat and strategic
planning session. Contemplating
strategic planning for any organization,
especially a three-year plan comes with
trepidation of trudging through wet
cement to find common ground. This
retreat was a refreshing experience
for everyone with new discoveries and
open sharing of ideas. I applaud the
board for staying focused and taking
ownership of a workable 3-year plan.
Together we reveled over recent
accomplishments, identified tasks that
went unfinished and laid out a plan
of action for the next three years of

our 38+ year old chapter. There was
realization that we bit off more than
we could chew last year. We learned
about our connections to each other
and who knew whom the longest and
how we first met. The common bond
was our connection to MAC-ISA. When
you actually talk about what seems
obvious it amazes everyone.
Our overwhelming direction is a
renewed commitment to drive our
safety focus, through marketing to
professionals, as well as the general
public. As a maturing organization we
identified internal processes that we
want to streamline and develop such
as procedural manuals for different
positions. We set goals to deepen
our presence in the social media world
and to recognize members who are
on the front lines of production each
day. Finding ways to connect with
like organizations in communication
common goals was also a recurring
theme of the day.
Promoting safety and science in

tree care. This new tagline is what
defines us and drives our mission.
There was a time not too long ago
when the word safety was not included
in our mission statement. Times
have changed. It is our professional
obligation by virtue of our mission to
promote safety and education in our
work places and to lead the way in
ISA.
Our tree climbing championship
will be in Richmond this spring, April
6; our Day of Safety in Virginia Beach
on June 8th and annual meeting
in Fredericksburg this fall, Oct. 1415. Happy
New Year to
everyone. May
2013 be a safe
and productive
year for all
members.
Bonnie Deahl,
President

Calendar Of Events
February 4-7, Newport News, VA – Mid
Atlantic Horticulture Short course,
www.mahsc.org

March 5-7, Frederick, MD – MAC-ISA Arborist June 8, Virginia Beach- Day of Safety,
Certification Course, 703-753-0499 or
www.mac-isa.org
www.mac-isa.org, 24 CEUs
June 13, 20, 27, Fairfax, VA - MAC-ISA
February 4-5, Blacksburg, VA - Virginia
March 6, Ronoake, VA,-Trees.... the Dirty
Arborist Certification Course,
Association of Forest Health Professionals Truth, www.treesvirginia.org, 434-220-9024
www.mac-isa.org, 24 CEUs
Annual Meeting, 703-792-4066,
rhabig@pwcgov.org
March 8, Frederick, MD - Arborist
June 28, Fairfax, VA - Arborist Certification
Certification Exam, http://www.isa-arbor.com/
Exam, http://www.isa-arbor.com/certification/
February 14-15, Linthicum Heights, MD certification/becomeCertified/index.aspx
becomeCertified/index.aspx
Chesapeake Green 2013 - A Horticulture
Symposium, 410-823-8684
March 18-22, Derwood, MD - Introduction to
www.chesapeakegreen.org
July 16-18, Abingdon, VA - MAC-ISA Arborist
Arboriculture Class, 240-567-7803
Certification Course, www.mac-isa.org,
Steve.dubik@montgomerycollege.edu
February 14, Chevy Chase, MD - LCA Winter
24 CEUs
Conference, www.lcamddcva.org
March 27, Waynesboro, VA, Shenandoah
Valley Plant Symposium, eaverssm@
July 19, Abingdon, VA - Arborist Certification
February 19-20,Wilmington, DE, - 3rd Annual ci.waynesboro.va.us 540-942-6735
Exam, http://www.isa-arbor.com/certification/
Delaware Arborist Seminar
,
becomeCertified/index.aspx
www.delawaretrees.com
March 28, Derwood, MD - Invasive Insect
and Disease Species Training, to register
February 21, Charlottesville, VA -30th Annual contact sklick@umd.edu or call 301-596-9413 August 3 – 7, Toronto, Canada - International
Society of Arboriculture 89th Annual
Piedmont Landscape Association Seminar,
Conference, www.isa-arbor.com
www.piedmontlandscape.org or 434-979-1333 April 6, Richmond, VA – MAC-ISA Tree
Climbing Championship, 703-753-0499 or
February 22, Wheaton, MD - 2013 Green
October 14-15, Fredericksburg, VA - MAC-ISA
www.mac-isa.org
Matters Symposium - The New American
Annual Meeting, www.mac-isa.org
Landscape, www.ParkPASS.org
April 27, Newark, NJ - North American Tree
Climbing Championship, http://www.itcc-isa. Visit the Green Industry Calendar at
com/events/regional/natcc/natcc.aspx
www.mac-isa.org for additional events.
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Certification News
MAC-ISA Arborist Certification Course
March 5-7, 2013, 8:00 – 5:00
Frederick, MD, 24 CEUs
Instructor: Joe Murray
$375 for members
•
•

Increase your chances of passing the ISA certification
exam!
Joe receives rave reviews from his students!

Limited Space Available!
Call today for a brochure: 703-753-0499 or visit our web
site at www.mac-isa.org for registration information.

Data Analysis and Risk Categorization
Risk Mitigation
Risk Reporting
The course will teach the methodology for assessing
tree risk outlined in the Best Management Practices Series
(BMP) - Tree Risk Assessment. Order your copy today and
familiarize yourself before the launch of the new TRAQ
program in April 2013. Stay tuned for more information in
the near future!
Everyone that achieved the PNW-ISA TRACE
certification will bridge into the new program and will be
receiving official notification from ISA. MAC-ISA is hoping
to offer at least one TRAQ course in 2013. Contact the
office if you are interested in taking the course.
•
•
•

Additional Upcoming Cert Courses:
June 13, 20, 27, Herrity Building, Fairfax, VA
July 16-18, Abingdon, VA
December, TBA, VA.
Upcoming Exams - must apply at least 12 working
days prior to the exam
March 8 - Frederick MD
June 28 - Fairfax VA
July 19 - Abingdon, VA
Online testing Available. Visit www.isa-arbor.com for more
information

ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualification
(TRAQ) Update

I

SA’s first qualification, Tree Risk Assessment, is well
underway and in its final stages of development.
In order to obtain this qualification, you will need to
apply when course dates are announced, attend the
instructional course, and complete the assessment directly
following. The assessment will consist of a written and
field component. You must pass both portions of the
assessment to receive the qualification. The qualification
is valid for five years and does not include a Continuing
Education Unit (CEU) component to maintain the
qualification. However, you can earn CEUs toward your
certification credential for taking the qualification course
since this is an educational event. After five years of
holding the qualification, you will be required to retake the
course and successfully pass the assessment again to
maintain the qualification.
The Tree Risk Assessment Qualification will consist of
the following nine instructional modules:
• Introduction to Tree Risk Assessment
• Levels of Tree Risk Assessment
• Target Assessment
• Site Assessment
• Tree Biology and Mechanics
• Tree Inspection and Assessment

Check it out: Research Experience for
Undergraduates (REU) Grant

T

he National Science Foundation (NSF) has awarded
a grant to Dr. William Miller, Dr. Meg Lowman and
Dr. Elzie McCord to employ 8 students for the next two
summers to conduct research into the microscopic
invertebrates that live in the moss and lichen found on
trees.
Student are to ascend into the canopy on vertical
transects, collecting each 3 meters and analyzing the
sameness and differences in micro-invertebrate density,
diversity, and distribution among different species of trees.
continued on page 7

MAC-ISA Canopy Coverage 6							

Winter 2013

Academic News—Under the Canopy
News from West Virginia
University

Milhous with TreesPlease, Adam
Braaten with Bartlett Tree Experts, and
Kevin Sigmon with AEP all made the
trek to campus and spent the afternoon
with Horticulture and Forestry students.
Students learned hands-on skills and
talked with professionals about what
they do in their careers as arborists and
urban foresters. It was lots of fun and
everybody learned something.

Aspiring local arborists may want to
sign up for a class at NVCC, or maybe
even the full program, but professional
growth opportunities don’t stop there.
Some of you may be capable of leading
number of WVU students received
a guest lecture or teaching an entire
scholarships and awards this past
class. Or, others may want to recruit the
fall. Gannon Boone was awarded a
next generation of educated employees
Bartlett Grant-In-Aid scholarship and
from the pool of graduating students.
Andrew Schoemer received a Bartlett
In any case it’s apparent that like the
At-Large scholarship. Davey Tree
MAC-ISA, the Hort. Tech. Program at
presented Daniel Walton an Arbor Grant
NVCC is always on the lookout for fresh
award, and Mr. Walton received a Frank A Budding Partnership
ideas that help grow their scope of
Santamour Scholarship from MAC-ISA.
between Northern Virginia influence and reach a larger audience.
Could NVCC someday offer a
Community College and
Students go to TCI Expo
specialization in Urban Forestry, or an
MAC-ISA
Associates degree in Arboriculture?
ndergraduate students from
Could the MAC-ISA be a fitting partner
ust like the trees we care for, we
Virginia Tech travelled to the Tree
for this evolving community college
as ISA members must always be
Care Industry Expo and had a great
program? Answers to these questions
seeking new opportunities for growth
time learning about the arboriculture
are dependant on the willingness
if we expect to stay competitive in a
industry. Check out the photo album
of our members to engage with the
dynamic environment. Fortunately this
online at: https://plus.google.com/
school and vice-versa, and early
view is shared by many in the green
photos/100006045276535693677/
efforts look promising. The MAC-ISA’s
industry including those who run the
albums/5809908926337552561
own Peter Deahl is already on board
Horticulture Technology Program at
teaching classes this semester in
Northern Virginia Community College
winter twig identification and pruning.
VT Campus Visits
(NVCC).
If partnerships with MAC-ISA and
The Horticulture Technology Program its members prove successful then
rborists and urban foresters are
is based at NVCC’s Loudon Campus
NVCC will consider adding other new
known for their generosity in sharing in Sterling, Virginia and offers two
courses that address our corner of
their experience and expertise. This fall degree programs that culminate in
the horticulture profession in Northern
was no exception as industry and public an Associate’s of Applied Sciences
Virginia.
sector professionals visited campus to
(A.A.S.). The core degree program is in
To learn more about the Horticulture
work with students.
Horticulture where the major emphasis
Technology
Program at NVCC, please
Billy Davis with Arborscapes visited is to provide students with a balance
visit:
www.nvcc.edu/loudoun/scidiv/hrt/
the Virginia Tech urban forestry club to
of theory and practice, with application index.htm or contact Program Director
talk about professional development
to commercial horticulture. The second David Scheid at dscheid@nvcc.edu.
and provided guest instruction on tree
is a specialization in Landscape
climbing for arboriculture students.
Design which focuses on site analysis
Ben Thompson with input from Toni Woods and
MAC-ISA supported Arboriculture
and design utilizing plants and other
David Scheid
Field Days at Virginia Tech. Jim Martin
City Arborist, City of Falls Church,
materials to create functional spaces.
with Growing Earth Professional
Despite program descriptions
We are still looking for a new editor of “Under the Canopy”.
Tree Care, Todd Nelson from Fairfax
Dr. Susan D. Day graciously agreed to continue till we find
that emphasize landscape care and
County Urban Forestry Division, Ed
a new editor. Please contact communications@macisa.
design, the curriculum includes
org if you are interested in this job. In the meantime, email
courses directly applicable to our
Dr. Day with news about students, activities, programs,
profession including Arboriculture,
research, or any other items of interest at sdd@vt.edu..
Botany, Woody Plant Identification,
Plant Pest Management and Soils. This
REU Grant, continued from page 6
curriculum is also reviewed regularly
to align course offerings with regional
The program has the additional
needs, student demand, and emerging
design feature that they are seeking
green industry trends. Many instructors
four (4) students with an ambulatory
possess hands-on experience as well
disability because their field and lab
as academic credentials, and some
work is not limited by the ability to
classes are offered at night or on
walk. For more information check out
weekends to accommodate schedules
From l to r: Jim Martin, Norma Manrique (Hort
www.bakeru.edu/canopy
graduate student) and Kelly Althoff (horticulture junior).
of working professionals.

A

U

J

A

Photo by Ed Milhous
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Forest Pests Update
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)

Tuliptree Scale

A

good resource for EAB information is the EAB web site
that is part of a multinational effort. Be sure to see the
Purdue University May 24, 2012 webinar about what to
expect from this invasive pest.
See http://www.emeldashborer.info/

T

oumeyella liriodendra has been observed on yellow
poplars in WV this year. Scale colors vary greatly from
grey/green to red/orange mottled with black. Extreme
infestations can cause branch dieback and mortality in
trees of up to 5 inches in diameter.

Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALB)

Elm Yellows (EY)

F

T

or the latest on ALB information, visit the new APHIS
Web site, Beetle Busters at
http://www.beetlebusters.info/

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA)

M

D DAG Forest Management Section supported
approximately 60 volunteers who assisted in
inoculating more than 4,000 old-growth hemlock trees in
new Germany State Park in Garret County, MD. Usually,
40 to 80% of the pests die during the winter, however, the
warm winter of 2011-12 killed only 10% of the population.
Throughout PA and WV, spring and summer treatments
were applied. Results are pending.

Southern Pine Beetle

his is a lethal, systematic disease of native elms
caused by the phytoplasma “Candidatus phytoplasma
ulmi.” EY is of particular interest because many Dutch elm
disease-tolerant elms have been shown to be susceptible
to EY. The disease is vectored by the white banded elm
leafhopper (Scaphoideus luteolus). The USFS pathologists
conducted a comprehensive survey of elm trees within a
50 mile radius of Washington DC this summer and results
are pending.
Adapted from the Mid-Atlantic Region Forest Health Summary of July
2012, by Donna Murphy

Save the Date
MAC-ISA 2014 Annual Meeting
October 6-7, 2014
The Inn at Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA

T

rapping continues in NJ and Ohio to determine the
extent and range of SPB in these two states. An
additional lure, endobrevicomin (the male SPB pheromone),
was used with the usual frontalin lure (the female SPB
pheromone) on the Wayne National Forest in Ohio.

Thousand Cankers Disease

S

ee the new web site http://www.thousandcankers.com/
created by the USFS NRS, Purdue University and
others to provide comprehensive information regarding
issues related to the thousand cankers disease. Although
primarily troubling the far western States of the US, it has
been found in TN, VA and PA.

White Oak Decline

E

xtensive white oak decline and mortality have been
observed in several areas of Wood County, WV. The
trees show evidence of jumping oak gall was, Neuroterus
spp., on the leaves. White oak can usually withstand one
or two defoliations, but with multiple years of defoliation
the trees become stressed and susceptible to secondary
agents such as Armillaria root rot and Hypoxylon canker.
Surveys in WV are underway to determine the extent of
jumping oak gall wasp and oak decline.
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International News - Tree Fund Update
MAC-ISA goes Platinum, Again

C

ongratulations to our chapter for reaching the Platinum
level of sponsorship for the 2012 Tree Fund chapter
challenge; our second consecutive Platinum year! We
raised a total of $38,324.75 through our support for the
tour riders, our auction donation and from direct donations
from our members.
Way to go Mid Atlantic Chapter members!

Any Bright Ideas?

E

ach year, the local chapters of the ISA are requested
to provide an item or items for the TREE Fund
Auctions at the ISA Annual Conference (the Live Auction
and/or the Silent Auction). This year’s conference is
being held in Toronto, Ontario. At the 2012 Annual
Conference in Portland, Oregon, our chapter provided
an antique Winchester rifle which brought in $3,200 at
the Live Auction. However, for this year’s conference
in Canada, we will be facing potential challenges with
border crossings, gun regulations, import duties and other
restrictions in providing our auction items. Some items
that may be less cumbersome to take across the border
might include mid-atlantic wine tours, trips, vacation
destinations, or perhaps unique experiences. So, if
anyone has any bright ideas for auction items this year,
please contact Doug Petersen, our TREE Fund liaison, at
dpeter52@aol.com or contact the MAC-ISA office. If you
have a physical item to donate, Doug will do his best to get
it across the border! Thanks for any input!

Research and Education Grants,
Scholarships Available

A

pplications are due April 1 at www.treefund.org for:

•
•

Hyland R. Johns Research Grants
Ohio Chapter ISA Education
Grants
• TREE Fund Arboriculture
Education Grants
• Robert Felix Memorial
Scholarships
Applications are due May 15 at www.treefund.org for:
• John Wright Memorial Scholarships

2013 ISA Annual Conference

R

egister now for the Toronto, Ontario ISA conference
August 3-7 and take advantage of early discount
registration rates: register by May 31, 2013, at
http://www.isa-arbor.com/events/conference/
registrationAndHousing.aspx and save!

Tour Des Trees

R

egister now for
the 2013 STIHL
Tour des Trees, an
international cycling
adventure and the
TREE Fund’s signature fundraiser. The 2013 Tour (July 28
- Aug. 3) will showcase upstate New York and Ontario’s
beautiful scenery, historic trees, urban centers and favorite
destinations. The roster is filling up fast!! Register for
the full Tour or part of the week, or skip the cycling and
fundraise from the couch! Proceeds
from the Tour fund tree research
and education programs benefitting
the world’s urban forests and the
workforce which cares for them.
Registration is $100, and carries a
commitment to raise $3500 (fullTour) or $600/day (partial Tour) for
the TREE Fund. Ride/sponsor/volunteer/donate and learn
more at www.stihltourdestrees.org. Tom Armstrong has
already registered TEAM MAC-ISA, so if you decide to ride
please join our team!
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International News - continued
2013 ISA Awards of Distinction

T

he ISA Awards of Distinction, presented by Bartlett
Tree Experts, are the highest honors given by ISA
based on nominations submitted by members and industry
professionals. There are nine categories in this awards
program that recognize an individual’s professional
achievements within the arboriculture industry.
Award categories include:
• Award of Merit
• Alex L. Shigo Award For Excellence in Arboricultural
Education
• Award of Achievement
• Honorary Life Membership
• R.W. Harris Author’s Citation
• L.C. Chadwick Award for Arboricultural Research
• Exceptional Contribution to Practical Arboriculture
• Early-Career Scientist Award
• Honorary Membership.
To view award descriptions and qualifications, visit
Awards of Distinction on the ISA website.
The nomination deadline for the 2013 Awards of
Distinction is March 29, 2013. You may submit the form
electronically or print a form.
The True Professionals of Arboriculture recognition
program honors arborists nominated by you who have

made outstanding contributions in these areas through
their work and outreach to their employees, their
communities, and to others with whom they interact.
MAC-ISA has two members who have received this
fairly new award; Mike Galvin and Rob Springer.
www.isa-arbor.com/events/awardsPrograms/index.aspx

2013 ISA Student Fellowship

T

he International Society of Arboriculture is offering
an undergraduate fellowship in arboriculture and is
seeking applicants. The fellowship is open to junior or
senior undergraduate students currently enrolled in a fouryear program in arboriculture, urban forestry, or a related
field. The fellowship will provide students with invaluable
experience in diverse aspects of arboricultural education,
as well as the opportunity to work with some of the leaders
in arboricultural research and education from around the
world. Students will work on educational projects and
programs including such things as the development of
books, articles, videos, interactive training media, surveys,
presentations, and other materials. Candidates must
complete an application form and submit it to ISA along
with other material by March 15. For more information
visit www.isa-arbor.com.
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MAC-ISA Safety Column
Safety Message

H

appy New Year to everyone of the MAC-ISA. 2012
proved to be a challenging year for me personally. For
those who don’t know, I was unfortunate enough to fall
60 feet. I have been in the tree care industry for close to
17 years. I have always taken pride in trying to do things
the right way. When I first got into tree work, the safety
revolution was really starting to take off. Safety standards
had been around for years and larger companies were
following them, but smaller companies hadn’t quite
committed in a large scale.
Safety became very important to me early on. Not only
did I worry about my own personal safety, but I cared
enough for those around me, to make sure they were
as safe as they could be as well. I learned many safe
work practices and slowly developed my own programs
designed to teach and break down safe work practices to
others, in a manner that would make the employee take
ownership of their own actions and be mindful of those
around them.
With all that said, it was very difficult for me to accept
it, once I was coherent enough, that I had such a serious
accident. How could this happen? What did I do wrong?
Did I miss something? These were the questions running
through my head. I want to be sure what happened to me,
doesn’t happen to you.
There is a domino effect with everything we do (see
Fig 1). One unsafe act, causes a ripple that leads to every
accident. Mine came the morning of March 6th 2012.
Before I fell 60 feet, before I became detached from
my SRT, before I went up the tree, I did a gear and pre
climb inspection. I checked my saddle, rope, carabiners,
ascenders, lanyard; I checked everything that had to do
with my climbing system.
What I didn’t pay attention to is what started the domino
effect. I didn’t pay attention to my body. We always teach
a new climber to check all of his gear and frequently we
leave out the most important tool of all, our brain. It turned
out I was very
sick that day.
Not sick enough
to put me down
for a few days,
but sick enough
where I didn’t feel
quite like myself.
Unfortunately for
me, that proved
to be an almost
fatal error. At the
hospital, they
found an infection
in my lungs. It most likely caused me to become dizzy and
disoriented. My fall left me with, 9 broken ribs, 2 broken
vertebrate, torn ACL, brain bleed, punctured lung and nerve
damage to my eyes. It took 4 different surgeries, totaling

Mark your calendars!
2013 Day of Safety, June 8th
Hampton Roads Agricultural Research
and Extension Center (HRAREC)
Virginia Beach, VA

A

variety of safety topics will be presented along with
lunch, giveaways and great door prizes.
ISA CEUs and TCIA CTSPs will be available
On-line registration will begin in March.
If you would like to volunteer for the 2013 Day of Safety,
we can use your help! Please Candance Teates at
admin@macisa.org or call the office at 703-753-0499

24 hours, to put me together again. Had it not been for the
quick action of Rich Godwin, James Earhardt, Aaron Merill
and Randy Fackler, I would have been paralyzed or dead.
Thanks to those guys and Thanks to everyone who kept me
in their prayers.
I am happy to say, I am almost fully recovered, with a
few quirks. I am hopeful I can climb again one day. My
experience was painful physically. What was more painful
for me than any of my injuries, was seeing the pain and
stress that my friends and loved ones had to endure on my
behalf.
Please check yourself and others as part of your preclimb inspection. I never want you to go through what I did.
Steve Castrogiovanni, ISA Board Master Certified, CTSP

Do you have the Updated Z133-Safety
Requirements for Arboricultural
Operations?

T

he safety requirements address the following
categories: General safety; Electricalhazard; Use
of vehicles and mobile equipment; Portable power
handtools; Hand tools and ladders; Work procedures.
ANSI Z133 is an essential guide for federal, state,
and municipal authorities in drafting regulations related
to arboricultural safety in the field and to all arborists
working in the field.
The standard was updated in 2012 and MAC-ISA
purchased a bulk amount for a reduced rate.
Members can order the standard for a “sale” price of
$10 plus shipping by calling 703-753-0499.
Sale ends March 1st.
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MAC -ISA 2013 Tree Climbing Championship
Mark your Calendars:
2013 MAC-ISA Tree Climbing
Championship

North American Tree Climbing
Championship

April 6, 2013, William Byrd Park, Richmond, VA

T

•
•
•

Come watch professional tree climbers compete
View latest supplies and equipment and participate in
numerous activities
Space available for competitors, sponsors and
exhibitors.

Visit our website for registration
forms: www.mac-isa.org or call
703-753-0499 or email
exdirector@macisa.org

he North American Tree Climbing Championship
(NATCC) provides a competitive but educational
opportunity for working arborists in North America to
demonstrate and exchange new climbing techniques and
equipment, as well as, safe work practices. The NATCC
also increases the interaction between various firms, ISA
North American chapters and members, and provides
positive public exposure for the profession in that region of
the world.
The winners of this event are sent to represent North
America at the International World Championship held prior
to the ISA Annual Conference.
Date: April 27 and 28, Branch Brook Park, Newark, NJ,
United States
Detailed information, volunteer forms and updates can
be found on the NATCC website at
www.itcc-isa.com/natcc

TCC Directions:
Last year’s Overall Champions:
James Earhart and Jocelyn
Lohse

Visit our website www.mac-isa.org for detailed directions to
the Tree Climbing Championship.

Nationwide 24/7 crisis
response

Industry leading
equipment resources

Unmatched safety record

Contact your Nelson representative today
to discuss your vegetation management needs:

Bob Turner Jr. at 1-856-694-4100
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Member News - Misc News
Frank Santamour
Scholarship

T

he 2012 Frank Santamour
Scholarships were awarded to two
deserving students: Jonathan Baigis,
Virginia Tech and Daniel Walton, West
Virginia University. This scholarship
was established in memory of Dr.
Frank Santamour, past President and
charter member of the Mid-Atlantic
Chapter of ISA. Two scholarship(s) are
awarded yearly to students studying
arboriculture/urban forestry who
have a genuine interest in a career in
arboriculture. The scholarships are
available to two and four year colleges
and universities that have committed
programs in horticulture, arboriculture
and/or urban forestry.

Alliance for Community Trees (ACT) hosts 2013
Policy Summit

E

ach year, ACTrees members “storm the Hill” in Washington, DC to
meet with Members of Congress. The event includes Congressional
briefings to educate elected officials and staff about the value of trees and
urban forests. It’s also an opportunity to ensure that pending legislation or
emerging legislative issues align with ACTrees mission.
ACTrees promotes domestic public policy that builds greener cities
through trees and innovative green space development. Investment in urban
forests results in long-term economic and health benefits for communities
nationwide. The ACTrees 2013 Policy Summit is February 26-27. For more
information visit www.actrees.org.
Editor Note: MAC-ISA and ISA are members of ACT (Alliance for Community Trees).

Check it out!

E

vidence is increasing from multiple scientific fields that exposure to
the natural environment can improve human health. In a new study by
the U.S. Forest Service, the presence of trees was associated with human
health. http://www.ajpmonline.org/webfiles/images/journals/amepre/
AMEPRE_3662-stamped_Jan_8.pdf
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Member News Highlights
MAC-ISA member will be missed

O

n December 6, 2012, we lost a beloved member of the JL Tree Service
family. Mike Mayeux passed away after a long battle with cancer. Mike
was such a highly respected and loved person for
many different reasons. A few of Mike’s attributes
that many will remember him by are; his love for
people, his love for trees, his love for relationships,
his laid back persona, his friendly demeanor, his
motivation and hard work, his knowledge as an
Arborist, his family values, his laugh!, his dedication to his job, his sense of humor, his easy to get
along with nature, his desire to help and make
those around him better, and much more. No,
there will never be another like Mike. Mike was
more than an employee and friend; he was a true
professional and success at whatever he did. He
was so special to many different people. Mike had
such a great reputation in all of life’s venues with
all whom he met. So many colleagues of whom
he worked with over the years, and so many of his
loyal customers always knew they had someone
they could fully trust. You always knew what you
were going to get with Mike – that is the highest degree of professionalism.
Mike was one of the nicest, honest, and humble person you could ever meet.
That is how we all came to the saying – “Everybody likes Mike”… He was
such a special guy. Mike will be forever missed, will always be an inspiration,
and he will forever be loved by us all.

Sean Lewett, ISA Certified Arborist JL Tree Service

Lew Bloch was awarded the
MAC-ISA Lifetime Achievement
Award at our 2012 annual
meeting but missed the
presentation so received it after
the meeting.
Photo courtesy of Candance
Teates

Tom Armstrong has registered
Team MAC-ISA for the Toronto
Tour des Trees
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Member Profile:
Vincent Verweij

V

incent Verweij is one of the urban
foresters for Arlington County,
Virginia. His background is in Geographic Information Systems and
Natural Resource management, with
an undergraduate degree from The
Ohio State University and a Master’s
degree from Virginia Tech.
He worked with Susan Day on a
GIS and urban forestry project to find
areas where stormwater tree plantings would have the most value. The
model looks for steep, easily erodible
soils near streams, and prioritizes
these areas for tree planting and
bank stabilization through invasives
removal and replanting of native species. He focused primarily on Arlington County, but is looking to publish
a more universal model that could be
used by any community looking to
improve their stormwater program in
a more natural way.
He has a strong interest in maintaining Arlington County’s tree
canopy, prioritizing native trees, and
managing a GIS inventory of Arlington’s street trees.
Originally from the Netherlands, he
has an appreciation for the need for
stormwater management, and trees
play a big part in this in Arlington
County.
Outside of work, he plays in a
band, helps out with tree planting
in Washington, DC, through Casey
Trees’ program, and enjoys longdistance bicycling.
Vincent has been an ISA Certified
arborist for one year and a MAC-ISA
member for about two years.
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