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2011 MAC-ISA Tree Climbing Championship
MAC-ISA Champions

M

AC-ISA
held an
outstanding
Tree Climbing
Competition
this year.
Thanks to over
50 volunteers,
12 sponsors,
8 exhibitors
and 36
Flint Anderson and
Jocelyn Lohse
competitors,
representing 18 different companies,
along with a fabulous site and
fantastic hosts, the event went
smoothly. The Knights of Columbus
of Arlington went above and beyond
with their hospitality. Those of
you who have been around for a
while may remember we held the
competition there many years ago. I
remember it because that’s where I
competed in my first competition as a
young climber.
The weather was the only real
problem we experienced. There was
a spirited conference call on Thursday
evening to decide whether or not
to proceed due to the soaking rain
forecast for Friday. Even from the
advantage of hindsight, you could
argue either way as to whether or
not we made the correct decision.
The competitors had to deal with
extremely wet trees for the first
half of the day, but to their credit,
they valiantly endured the soggy
conditions. Nevertheless, we did get
it done, thanks in no small part to the
hard work of several volunteers.
MAC-ISA will be represented

2011 Competitors, Judges and Technicians

well in Australia. Congratulations to
our champions, Flint Anderson and
Jocelyn Lohse. The competition was
tough this year, but our winners rose
to the top of a challenging group
of climbers. I know that Flint and
Jocelyn exemplify our chapter’s high
level of competition and we will be
proud of their efforts in Australia.
I want to thank every one of the
many volunteers who made this
experience an uncompromising
success. Putting together an event
of this caliber requires an enormous
amount of time and effort. There
are far too many people involved to
thank everyone individually here. But
with that said, I do want to thank a
few key people who went that extra
mile to make this event possible.
The list must include, Tim Bushnell,
Rob Springer, Nancy Herwig and
our chairman Rob Allen. A special
thank you to Dave Paduda, MAC-ISA
member and a member of the Knights
of Columbus council for organizing
the use of the facility and recruiting
our top sponsor- PEPCO. Peter
Silano, manager of the facility was

extremely helpful and generous. I also
want to thank the companies who sent
volunteers to the cleanup day and the
setup day. (see lists on page 8)
The recreational tree climbing event
hosted by Riverside Outfitters was
once again a big draw for all ages.
PEPCO and Dominion Virginia Power
teamed up to show the power and
danger of electricity with their hotline
demonstrations.
Although the 2011 MAC-ISA Tree
Climbing Competition just finished, I am
already looking forward to next year’s
event. I encourage you to come out, get
involved, and lend us a hand. It’s a very
worthwhile experience.
-Jim Martin, Head Judge

Special Thanks to TCC Sponsors
Arbortech Supply
Bartlett Tree Experts
Blue Ridge Arborist Supply
Davey Tree Experts
Dominion Virginia Power
Forestry Equipment of Virginia
Knights of Columbus
Lewis Tree Service
PEPCO
SavaTree
The Care of Trees
Vermeer Mid Atlantic

MAC-ISA Climbing Championship 2011 Results
Congratulations to everyone that competed at the 2011
Tree Climbing Championship
April 9th, Knights of Columbus Council 2473
TCC Head Judge and Chair

First Place Event Winners
Robert Gallant Flint Anderson

Jim Martin and Rob Allen

Aerial Rescue

1st Place – Robert Gallant, Gallant Tree Services
2nd Place – Mike Cotter, Ex-Cel Tree Experts
3rd Place – Flint Anderson, treelife

Aerial Rescue

Chris Coates

Belayed Speed Foot lock Speed
Climb
Climb

Herb White

David Booth

Throwline

Work Climb

The Four Master’s Challenge Competitors - (from left to right)
Flint Anderson, Chris Coates, David Booth and Justin Courtney

Belayed Speed Climb

1st Place – Flint Anderson, treelife
2nd Place – Mike Cotter, Ex-Cel Tree Experts
3rd Place – Robert Gallant, Gallant Tree Services

Foot lock Speed Climb

1st Place – Chris Coates, Advanced Arboriculture
2nd Place – Scott Turner, TrueTimber Tree Service
3rd Place – Thomas Whitelock, Advanced Arborist Solutions

Throwline

1st Place – Herb White, M-NCPPC
2nd Place – Aaron Merrill, A & A Tree Experts
3rd Place – Mark Tremper, M-NCPPC

Work Climb

1st Place – David Booth, The Care of Trees
2nd Place – Flint Anderson, treelife
3rd Place – Julian Finch, Nuckols Tree Care

Women’s Champion

Special Thanks to Dave
Paduda for organizing
the use of the facilty

Randy Fackler Spirit of the Competition Award
Winner – Chris Coates, Advanced Arboriculture

Women’s Competition

Jocelyn Lohse, TrueTimber Tree Service

Master’s Challenge Results

1st Place – Flint Anderson, treelife
2nd Place – Chris Coates, Advanced Arboriculture
3rd Place – David Booth, The Care of Trees
4th Place – Justin Courtney, Growing Earth Tree Care
Special thanks to Patrick Teague for
providing TCC photo coverage
To view and purchase photos visit:
http://patrickteague.smugmug.com

Jocelyn Lohse
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and recruiting our top
sponsor - PEPCO
*photo courtesy of Paul Foster
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Call for Nominations for the
MAC-ISA Board of Directors
•
•
•
•

Four board member positions are open
Terms begins at annual meeting in October
2 year commitment
4 meetings a year

Canopy Coverage
A publication of the
Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the International Society of Arboriculture
Haymarket, VA 20168
Phone: 703-753-0499 • Fax: 703-753-0869
E-mail: macisa@hughes.net • Website: http://www.mac-isa.org
P.O. Box 1200
Our mission is to promote a culture of safety while fostering education and research
that supports the care and benefits of trees.

Newsletter Committee
Susan D. Day, Nancy Herwig, Jessica Strother, Donna Murphy

Submissions

We welcome submissions from our readers. Deadlines for receipt are January 15, April 15,
July 15 and October 15. Please send your submissions via e-mail to macisa@hughes.net or via
regular mail to our main office. All contributions are subject to editing for clarity and length.

We especially encourage you to send:

Letters to the editor • Notices of professional achievements of our members
• Educational events for our calendar • Synopsis of research or current practices •
Articles on arboriculture, management and other topics of interest to our readers •
Suggestions for regular features

Please call Nancy Herwig (703-753-0499) to discuss potential submissions in advance.

Publication Schedule
Canopy Coverage is published 4 times a year.
Printed on recycled paper by Piedmont Press

Advertising Sales
Brian Pancoast, The Pancoast Concern
Phone: 585-924-4570 • E-mail: Brian@thepancoastconcern.com

Executive Committee

Todd Nedorostek, President
Bonnie Deahl, Vice President
Paul Martin, Treasurer
Randy Finn, Secretary
Todd Nelson, Past President
Steve Genua, ISA Council Representative

Directors

Robert Corletta, Term 2012 (DC)
Luke McCall, Term 2012 (VA)
Wayne Noll, Term 2011, (MD)
Chad Peevy, Term 2012, (VA)
Lesley Riddle, Term 2012 (MD)
Stan Wageman, Term 2011 (WV)
Ric Wernicke, Term 2011 (VA)
Barbara White, Term 2011 (VA)

Other Services

Nominate someone or volunteer yourself
Please send your nominations to Todd Nelson at
todd.nelson@farifaxcounty.gov no later than MAY
15th or call, 703-324-1770.

Certification Liaison: Stan Wageman
TREE Fund Liaison: Tom Armstrong
Webmaster: Jennifer Willoughby

The election will be held online this year, watch for
an email in June. You will be mailed a ballot if we
do not have an email on file.

Executive Director: Nancy Herwig
Administrative Assistant: Candance Teates
Communications: Heather Finch

Staff
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President’s Message

W

hen this article finally goes to print
the day of service (clean-up day) and
climbing competition will be in our rearview
window. A key point to emphasize is the
dedicated work and positive outcomes that
are the result of preparing for such an event.
We as an organization are so refined with an
event like the climbing competition we tend
to overlook how events come about and
what is needed to make it such a success.
When I visited the day of service in progress,
I experienced our chapter at work, leaving
me with a great sense of pride as to what
occurred during the day’s events.
It would be a disservice not to start with
thanking all the companies, organizations
and chapter members who donated time,
resources, and personnel to accomplish
the large task of preparing the Knights of
Columbus site for our climbing competition.
I also need to give a special thank you to
Jim Martin and Rob Allen for their leadership
and commitment to directing the day of
service and the climbing competition. Time
and again I’m reminded how incredible our
industry really is. At times it may feel like
a very large and expansive industry, but in
reality it is tight and collegial, which once
again was proven that day. What industries
can hang their hat on self-governance? Ours
can, which is a unique advantage that the
tree care industry has which includes our
ability to leverage direct changes throughout

the industry. Where can employees from
different companies approach each other
on a safety issue, discuss plans and work
as a team to accomplish one common
task. Not to mention most times when this
happens, most of the individuals have just
met for the first time that morning. Types of
behaviors such as approaching each other
to review hazards, obstacles or planning
and equipment (HOPE) during an event like
the day of service are the very behaviors
that set our chapter on a trajectory to not
only achieve our mission but provide the
leadership direction to our membership. The
creation of a culture is the underpinning of
our mission and the example above is just
that: chapter members engaged with each
other to shape our culture.
In spite of business competition and
commitment to individual corporate
strategies, our industry’s companies and
organizations if asked to will stop and
provide resources and set aside parochial
interests to join as one to accomplish a
common task of facilitating a climbing
competition or prepping a site. That
dedication is evident in our chapter: it’s who
we are; it’s how we can prep the Knights of
Columbus site for the climbing competition.
The resources allocated behind the scenes
are quite incredible when you break down
what was donated, and if not for those
donations, our capability to facilitate a

professional event in the chapter would have
been hindered. We are reminded time and
again how strong our volunteer spirit is and
the unique opportunities created through
that spirit for all involved. Opportunities
created directly support our mission to
promote safety and fostering education
through the exchange of talents during that
day.
There are many roles in the chapter and
as president I firmly believe a role for me
is to create an environment for the chapter
to celebrate all efforts and happenings;
most importantly the hard work our chapter
invests in every one of the events we
present. If not for all the organizations
volunteering time, resources and allowing
their people to be part of chapter events
like the day of service and the climbing
competition, these events could not be
possible. In fact, if you take a moment to
think about it, the people and organizations
that are the MAC-ISA are our sustainable
competitive advantage, and leveraging this
will allow us the tools to achieve our mission
and long term goals….
Thank you and be safe,
Todd Nedorostek,
MAC-ISA President

Calendar Of Events
May 6, Chesapeake, VA - Arborist
Certification Test, to register visit
www.isa-arbor.com/certification/
becomeCertified/index.aspx

July 21, Washington, DC - Green Industry September 9, Richmond, VA - Virginia
Field Day, www.greenindustryseminar.org or GoGreen Garden Festival (VGIC),
703-250-1368
540-382-0943, info@virginiagreen.org or
www.virginiagreen.org
July 23-27, Sydney, Australia - 87th
June 11, Blacksburg, VA - Hahn
Annual ISA Conference and Trade Show, September 12, Lisle, Il - Urban Tree
Horticulture Garden Gala, 540-231-5970, www.isa-arbor.com/conference/default.aspx
Growth - an International Meeting and
www.hort.vt.edu/hhg or gala@vt.edu
Research Symposium, 630-725-2071,
August 17, Oak Grove, VA - VNLA Annual bscharenbroch@mortonarb.org or
June 16, 23, 30, Fairfax, VA - MAC-ISA Field Day, 800-476-0055, fieldday@vnla.org www.masslaboratory.org/urbantreegrowth.htm
Arborist Certification Course,
or www.vnla.org
www.mac-isa.org or 703-753-0499
Oct. 2-4, Williamsburg, VA - MAC-ISA
August 18, Northern Neck, VA - VNLA
Annual Meeting, www.mac-isa.org or
June 20-24, Germantown, MD - Tree
Summer Tour, 800-476-0055,
703-753-0499
fieldday@vnla.org or www.vnla.org
Climbing Course, 240-567-7803 or
Nov. 3-5, Hartford, CT - TCI Expo,
Steve.dubik@montgomerycollege.edu
September 8, Waynesboro, VA www.tcia.org
July 1, Fairfax, VA - Arborist Certification Annual Tree Health Care Workshop and
Test, to register visit
ArborMaster Safety Training,
To find out about more events or to list an event,
www.isa-arbor.com/certification/
434-295-6401, info@TreesVirginia.org or
visit the Green Industry Calendar at
becomeCertified/index.aspx
www.treesvirginia.org
www.mac-isa.org.
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Certification News
MAC-ISA Arborist
Certification Course

Student Scholarships Available to attend the
MAC-ISA Annual Meeting

Help Prepare Yourself for the Arborist
Certification Test or get valuable CEU’s. This
course is in a different format - it’s being held
on three consecutive Thursdays.

MAC-ISA has full and partial scholarships available for our upcoming
meeting, Oct. 2-4 in Williamsburg,VA. Applicants must be currently
enrolled in an arboriculture, urban forestry, horticulture or related program. Preference will be given to full time students. Recipients will be
required to volunteer during the meeting. Hotel rooms will be shared with
other scholarship recipients. Last year’s scholarship auction raised over
$1150 that will be used to fund the scholarships. Applications are available on our website, www.mac-isa.org, or by calling 703-753-0499. They
must be turned in by Friday, Sept. 9th.

July 16, 23 and 30
8:00 – 5:00
Merrifield Garden Center - Fair Oaks
Fairfax, VA
24 CEU’s
Instructor: Joe Murray
$360 for members
Topics include all domains of the ISA Arborist
Test; such as Tree Biology, Soil Science,
Pruning, Plant Health Care, etc. Ability to
register 1, 2 or 3 days may be available,
contact the office for information.
Limited Space Available. Visit the web
site at www.mac-isa.org to register and pay
online or download the brochure/registration
form. Contact the office at 703-753-0499 or
macisa@hughes.net.

Mark Your Calendars for the
2011 MAC-ISA Annual Meeting

Upcoming 2011 Arborist Exam
July 1 - Fairfax, VA
Visit www.isa-arbor.com/certification/becomeCertified/index.aspx to
register. Additional dates will be added.

Plant More Plants Promotion
Your are invited to join in a new effort to help improve local water quality
and the Chesapeake Bay by encouraging residential homeowners to
plant more plants. A number of your colleagues have already signed up
to participate. You can go to www.plantmoreplants.com/resources to see
who has joined the Plant More Plants movement. There is still plenty of
time to sign up for this free advertising and marketing program!
Contact: gary.waugh@dcr.virginia.gov

Oct. 2-4, 2011 - Williamsburg, VA
•

•

•

Pre conference seminars will include, TCIA EHAP Training,
OSHA certified Bucket Truck Safety workshop and a
Business Management seminar.
Field Day on Monday topics will include historical and
champion trees, updates on diseases and pests; crane,
chipper and chainsaw safety; tree preservation and much
more.
Indoor Sessions on Tuesday will include talks on safety
during storms, soil enhancement and replacement,
hazardous tree evaluation, customer relations and more.

Registration forms will be available soon on our website,
www.mac-isa.org. or call 703-753-0499. Rooms are available
at the Williamsburg Hospitality House Inn, 757-229-4020, call
today and mention MAC-ISA for our reduced rates.

Tree Risk Assessment Course and Exam
•
•
•

Must be a certified arborist, SAF forester or Registered
consulting arborist to take class
Developed and taught by Pacific Northwest Chapter ISA
Course includes exam

Future courses being planned. Call or email if you are
interested: 703-753-0499 or macisa@hughes.net.

MAC-ISA Canopy Coverage 6							

Spring 2011

Academic News - Under the Canopy
Student Scholarships
Available to attend the
MAC-ISA Annual Meeting
AC-ISA has a full and partial scholarships available for our upcoming
M
meeting, Oct. 2-4 in Williamsburg,VA.

Applicants must be currently enrolled
in an arboriculture, urban forestry,
horticulture or related program. Preference will be given to full time students.
Recipients will be required to volunteer
during the meeting. Hotel rooms will be
shared with other scholarship recipients. Last year’s scholarship auction
raised over $1700 that will be used to
fund the scholarships. Applications are
available on our website, www.mac-isa.org,
or by calling 703-753-0499. They must
be turned in by Friday, Sept. 9th.

A Better Way
Safety • Efficiency • Innovation
Eastern/Central/Southern Maryland:

Steve Miller

410-519-9900
miller@asplundh.com
Virginia:

Tom McDonnell

804-550-2658
mcdonnell@asplundh.com
Western MD/Northern WV:

Dave Puckett

301-689-1350
puckett@asplundh.com
Western VA/Southern WV:

Larry Kirk

540-985-4750
kirk@asplundh.com

708 Blair Mill Road • Willow Grove, PA 19090
1-800-248-TREE • www.asplundh.com
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Tree Climbing Championship
Special Thanks to the 2011 TCC Committee,
Judges, Technicians, Cleanup Day and Event
Volunteers
Arbor Artist - Trenton Thomas
Arbor Care – James Earhart, Bryan Campbell
Arborcare Prof. Tree Service - Joel Koci
Bartlett Tree Experts – Tanya Alexander, Rob Allen, Scott
Bates, Paul Foster, Sasha Krywonos, Dean Massey, Randy
Robinson, Rob Springer
City of Richmond – Luke McCall
City of Takoma Park - Todd Bolton
Davey Tree Experts – Mark Bennett, Frank Fogle Jr.
Family Tree Care – Jim Wentink
Growing Earth Tree Care – Chris Kemp, Jim Martin, Chris
Smith
Johnston Tree Care – Scott Johnston
Loudoun County - Chris Kenney
Mead Tree & Turf Care – Steve, Castrogiovanni, Rich Godwin
M-NCPPC – Jeanne Kavinski, Jerry Langham, Don Osborn
PEPCO – Nathan McElroy, David Paduda, Mark Rettig, Matt
Simons
Reston Association - Stefan Greene, Keith Kanzler
RTEC Tree Care – Jonathan Ernst
SavaTree – Nick Bomber, Maximo Merino, Francisco Moncada,
Jeff Searels, Antonio Tuncios
Scooter’s Contstruction – Tim Ittner
SherrilTree - Tim Bushnell
The Care of Trees - Jim Benkelman, Bonnie Deahl, Todd
Nedorostek

Thrive – Jason Perry
TrueTimber Tree Service - Peter Girardi
White’s Landscape Service – Wesley White
General volunteers – Katyln and Haleigh Castrogiovanni,
Teresa Figuero, Bailey Godwin, Jacqueline Gottschalk,
Emily Teates

Special Thanks to the TCC Exhibitors:
Arbortech Supply – 540-439-9038
Blue Ridge Arborist Supply – 800-577-8733
Dominion Virginia Power – 888-667-3000 (emergency outage #)
Fairfax County Forest Pest Section – 703-324-5304
Forestry Equipment of VA – 434-851-2929
Karl Kuemmerling – 330-477-3457
PEPCO – 866-737-2662 (emergency outage #)
Vermeer Mid Atlantic – 800-492-1274
Thanks to our Prize Sponsors – Arbortech Supply, Blue
Ridge Arborist Supply, Forestry Equipment of VA, Karl
Kuemmerling
Special thanks to Riverside Outfitters for sponsoring our
recreational tree climbing event.
Special thanks to Davey Tree Experts and Dominion
Virginia Power for sponsoring the judge’s dinner, to Knights
of Columbus for sponsoring breakfast and to PEPCO for
sponsoring the judge’s and competitor’s lunch.
Special thanks to our host: Knights of Columbus

Treat more trees. Grow your profits.
Fast process boosts profits

The Direct-InjectTM system lets you treat almost any tree in five minutes or less. No drilling, no
guarding, no waiting for uptake. Treat more trees in less time; boost profits, grow your business.

Don’t drill…Direct-Inject!

The Direct-Inject system is the only no-drill trunk injection system. You can effectively protect
tree health while eliminating the permanent wounding caused by drilling.

We offer a variety of
insecticides, fungicides,
nutrients and PGRs.

Trust in proven field results

Talk to anyone who has used the Direct-Inject system and chemicals. You’ll find there
is no better way to control tree pests and diseases, and no better way to make money.
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MORE TIP OPTIONS LET YOU
TREAT MORE TYPES OF TREES

New Portle™ Tips
ideal solution for
hard-to-treat trees

Now you can treat conifers and
hard-to-treat hardwoods with
new Portle Tips. Multiple “ports”
along the tip enhance chemical
delivery, check valve on hub
keeps chemical in the tree. New
Palm Tips penetrate thick husks.
Original Wedgle® Tips still the
best choice for most hardwoods.
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www. ArborSystems.com
800-698-4641
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Tree Climbing Championship
2011 ArborMaster Climbing Prize Package Presented to our Chapter Champions
Sponsored by:

Each prize package included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Petzel Vertex Helmet with Professional Hearing Protection provided by
Husqvarna
150’ ArborMaster® Climbing Line with eye splice from Samson
New Lanyard w/Positioner (made w/Lava Rope) & RopeBoss Wingman
Stretchtop from SherrillTree
Buckingham $50 Gift Certificate
Silky POCKETBOY 170 (med teeth)
OREGON® POWERsharp® Precision Saw Chain Sharpening System
50% savings for an ArborMaster® 2-Day or 3-Day Hands-On Training Module

The package is intended to help equip the chapter representative(s)
for the International Tree Climbing Championship (ITCC) Competition.

More fun at
the TCC!

Buy any length Poison Ivy,
Poison Hi-vy or Superbraid
rope and receive a

FREE

VALUE 250

Right - Kid’s Climb
Below - Chainsaw
Wedding (The TCC
wasn’t the only
event at the Knights
of Columbus that
day)
*Photo courtesy of
Bonnie Deahl

item # 33330

Promo ends 12/31/11, must use promo code: ISAROPE

GET YOURS ONLINE, BY PHONE OR AT A PARTICIPATING Vermeer DEALER

SherrillTree.com

800-525-8873
MAC-ISA Canopy Coverage 9

International News
Tree Fund News

I

coordinated a Gala Auction package with the Penn-Del
chapter for a week long get away to a cottage we own in
the Pocono Mountains. The Gala Auction this year was held
in Savannah, GA at the North American Shade Tree Symposium. Our package sold for around $1200, which is a bit
disappointing considering all of the time and effort that went
into organizing the package, but you never know with auctions.
Deadlines for 2 Upcoming TREE Fund Grants are
approaching. Visit www.treefund.org for more information.
May 1, 2011 - Applications deadline for:
Hyland R. Johns Grant Program
Arboriculture Education Grant Program
Robert Felix Memorial Scholarship
June 15, 2011 - Applications deadline for:
John Wright Memorial Scholarship
Team MAC-ISA has been set up through the Tour des
Trees website. To join, visit www.stihltourdestrees.org. When
you register, make sure to join Team MAC-ISA! I strongly
encourage riders from DC, VA, WV and MD to participate.
Deadline to register for the Tour is 8/20. I am planning on
hosting a dinner at our house the night the tour is in Front
Royal. I have enlisted the help of the Front Royal Tree Stewards. They will provide people to help set up and clean up
and mingle with the riders. MAC-ISA is hosting the dinner in
Williamsburg.
The Tour des Trees relies upon its volunteer corps to
keep the wheels turning every mile of the way. 2011 is MACISA’s opportunity to get involved and make this the best Tour
yet. Volunteers are needed to help with event logistics, tree
plantings and to welcome the riders at their destinations at
day’s end.
-Tom Armstrong, Tree Fund Liaison

International Report

S

ince the reorganization of the ISA governance the International council of Representatives has been actively
working hard to carry the word of the chapter to the ISA
Board of Directors. This effort has opened many doors of
opportunity for the chapters to help direct the ISA. As the
ISA continues to listen to the chapters the organization is
providing more information to the chapters concerning different program updates, membership, certification, new product alerts, upcoming events, operations and governance.
Please register any concerns or suggestions to the MAC-ISA
office.
-Steve Genua, International Council of Representatives

Ways to support theTour des Trees:
• Join team for the full ride or just a few days
• Cheer the team at the various stops
• Donate to the team or individual rider (www.stihltourdestrees.org)
• Volunteer at one of the events
• Sponsor an event
For more information on joining the MAC-ISA team, contact Tom
Armstrong at tarmstrong@bartlett.com or visit www.stihltourdestrees.org.
To volunteer or sponsor, contact Mary DiCarlo at
marydicarlo@treefund.org, 630-369-8300 or visit
www.stihltourdestrees.org.
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Safety Message & Legislative News

A

s spring approaches and
temperatures begin to rise, insect
activity increases dramatically. One
important fact to remember is that bees,
wasps and hornets kill more people in
the United States each year than any
other insect or animal. Employees who
are allergic to bee stings must inform
their employer and a bee sting kit must
be available at all times. Employers must
know who is allergic and make sure that
coworkers are prepared to react quickly
if needed. A few minutes could save a
life.
Whether or not you are allergic to
stings and bites, it is no fun to sustain
these types of injuries. A normal part of
your pre-job inspection should include
looking for signs of insects and other
animals. Cavities in trees are not only
structural weaknesses, they are homes
for bees, squirrels and raccoons. You
need to be prepared if you startle a hive
of bees or other animal when you are
strapped into a tree at 60 feet with no
place to go. The TCIA recommends
carrying a chemical deterrent just in
case. Spiders, ticks and snakes are
also increasing in activity this time of

year. Learn how to identify common
poisonous spiders such as black widow
(distinctive red hour glass on abdomen)
and brown recluse (distinctive black
violin shape) and know their habitat.
Also, perform a self-inspection for ticks
every day that you are in tall grass or
meadows where they live. Lyme disease
can be very debilitating and result in
many days of lost work.
With a little preparation, injuries from
stings and bites can be avoided. But it
is important to know what to do just in
case.
Please visit the following web sites
for more information and images of
poisonous spiders:
www.crisistimes.com/survival_spiders.php
www.venombyte.com
-Wayne Knoll, MAC-ISA Safety Committee

MD Tree Expert Law Change

S

B 80 passed; taking the examination,
re-examination and renewal fees out
of law and giving the MD Department
of Natural Resources the authority to
establish them by regulation. This means
increases.

The Senate did offer and pass an
amendment that limits the increase to
costs. For more information, visit:
www.mlis.state.md.us/2011rs/billfile/sb0080.htm.

VOSH Tree Trimming
Operations Regulation

T

he Department of Labor and
Industry’s Virginia Occupational
Safety and Health (VOSH) Program and
the Virginia Safety and Health Codes
Board have adopted a final regulation for:
Tree Trimming Operations, 16 VAC 25-73.
The final regulation will take effect
April 27, 2011, and the text of the final
regulation, along with free downloadable
training and information materials can
be found on the Department’s Web
site (www.doli.virginia.gov). It is also
published in the Virginia Register of
Regulations (http://legis.state.va.us/
codecomm/register/vol27/Welcome.htm).
The final regulation is based on
the American National Standard’s
Institute (ANSI) Z133.1-2006, Safety
Requirements for Arboricultural
Operations (With Modifications).

Safety &

Professionalism

Our basics. Your assurance of

a job well done.

Contact the following Nelson representative
to discuss your vegetation management needs:

Bob Turner, Jr. at 1-856-694-4100
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Academic News - Under the Canopy
MAC-ISA Arborists Lend
Expertise in Preservation
of Alwood Bur Oak
n the Virginia Tech campus resides
a remarkable bur oak that has been
O
an icon of the landscape for over one

hundred years. The bur oak, which
dominates the skyline near Burruss Hall
with branches spreading over 120 feet
wide and 80 feet tall, was planted by
Professor William B. Alwood in 1895.
Recent biographical research by
faculty member Mike Weaver (Department of Entomology) has revealed the
unheralded contributions that Professor Alwood made during the formative years of Virginia Tech, including
development of the Agriculture Experiment Station and the Horticulture
Department. While at Virginia Tech,
Alwood also took interest in planting
an assortment of trees throughout the
abandoned pastures surrounding the
burgeoning campus. He even took the
time to conduct an inventory of his tree
plantings – replete with photographs
– in 1902. On September 11th of that
year, he catalogued a bur oak (the only
one in the inventory) and identified it as
a seven-year-old specimen. Being a
native of Ohio, Professor Alwood had
likely developed an appreciation for bur
oak and – knowing that the Midwestern
species would thrive in the limestone
soils of Blacksburg – saw fit to plant a
seedling on campus.
Alwood left Virginia Tech in 1904 to
further his career with the US Department of Agriculture, but left behind both
an academic and arborical legacy.
Two decades later, former Virginia
Tech President Julian Burruss (a former
student of Alwood) wrote a letter to his
mentor stating, “The splendid service
which you rendered this institution will
ever be remembered and it is my hope
that some day your name will be honored in some permanent manner, which
will remain here for all time to let those
who come after us know of your part in
the making of this institution.”
Hoping to finally bring Burruss’
missive to fruition, Weaver assembled
a university committee comprising
faculty, staff, and students in 2010 to
develop a memorial and commemoration of Alwood’s legacy at Virginia Tech.
With the discovery of Alwood’s connection to the iconic bur oak, it seemed
only fitting that preservation of the tree,
and naming it for Professor Alwood,
should be part of the committee’s memorial efforts.
Organizing preservation of the
bur oak was undertaken by commit-

tee member, Eric Wiseman, whom
is an urban forestry professor in the
Department of Forest Resources and
Environmental Conservation and a
MAC-ISA member. Wiseman immediately reached out to his friends and
colleagues in MAC-ISA to assemble
a “dream team” of volunteer arborists
(many of them Hokie Alum) to evaluate and care for the bur oak. He also
recruited an urban forestry student, Jordan Endahl, to perform soil diagnostics
and write the formal preservation plan.
The first arborist team convened
in March 2011 to inspect the tree and
discuss preservation needs. The team
included Don Booth, Keith Cline, Jim
Martin, Luke McCall, Ed Milhous, Kristina Salzman, Kathy von Bredow, and
Hugh Whitehead.
Following an on-site inspection of
the tree (including a climbing inspection
by Jim and Luke), the team spent the
afternoon developing a tree preservation prescription. With the growing
season (and therefore thunderstorm
season) quickly approaching, the team
recommended that a lightning protection system and three support cables
be installed in the tree. Several veteran
white oaks have been lost to lightning
strike on campus in recent years, and
the bur oak also possessed two large
leaders with bark inclusion that placed
the tree at risk of failure.
In next month’s issue, you’ll hear
about the second team of volunteer arborists that performed the first phase of
bur oak preservation work in early April
2011.
-Eric Wiseman, Ph.D
***See picture on page 15

Students from MAC-ISA
Net Places in New Student
Internship Program for
Municipal Forestry
tudents from MAC-ISA have garS
nered three of the six internships
being offered this year. Congratula-

tions to Andrew Benjamin and Dustin
Mays from Virginia Tech, and to Robert
M. Boehle from West Virginia University. We are proud of the students in
our chapter. The Society of Municipal Arborists in conjunction with the
USDA Forest Service Urban & Community Forestry Program and the Texas
AgriLife Extension Service operates
the internship program, which is being offered for the first time this year.
The primary objective of this program
is to provide a hands-on experience
alongside practicing professionals in
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Academic News is edited by Dr. Susan D.
Day at Virginia Tech. Please send your
student and program news to sdd@vt.edu.

a municipal setting who will serve as
mentors over the internship period and
will work to help the students identify
and develop the skills needed to be
successful practitioners. Pairing undergraduate students with municipalities
has often been difficult due to government policies and lack of funding. This
new program is aiming to cut through
some of these barriers to give both
students and municipal arborists the
opportunity to gain the benefits of an
internship program.

Report from the Urban
Forestry Club at VT
he Urban Forestry Club has been
T
very active this spring semester at
Virginia Tech. Despite losing a handful

of members to graduation, internships,
or study abroad, the remaining cohort
has managed to stay busy. In February, four club members made the drive
to Savannah, GA to attend the 2011
North American Tree Conference &
Trade Show. Savannah is a historical
treasure, and its live oaks were a sight
to see.
Back in Blacksburg, club members
have participated in preservation activities for the The Virginia Tech Bur Oak
(see Eric Wiseman article), located on
the Drillfield across from Burruss Hall.
Photos of the workday can be found
here: www.tinyurl.com/buroak and
www.tinyurl.com/buroak1.
Speaking of the bur oak, acorns
collected from the tree last fall have
been propagated and the club now has
roughly fifty seedlings growing at the
Urban Horticulture Center. We should
have a steady supply of seedlings for
sale for years to come. If you are interested in purchasing a seedling from the
bur oak, please let us know!
Lastly, several club members will
be leading a campus wide tree planting project on April 21, 2011 as part of
Virginia Tech’s Earth Week. Twenty-five
native, hardwood trees will be planted
on the south side of Slusher Wing
across from Dietrick Dining Hall.
As another school year at Virginia
Tech comes to a close, more and more
graduates of the urban forestry program will enter the work force. We
look forward to meeting many of
you under the shade of a canopy
tree somewhere down the road!
-Jordan Endahl, President
Spring 2011

For pricing, tech support, or ordering:

Jean Scott

410-430-4108
jscott@treecarescience.com
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New Tools for Managing Forest Pests
Forest Service Releases New Tool for
Managing Tree Resources

Northern Virginia Invasive Species
Round Table

U

O

.S. Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell attended the
Philadelphia International Flower Show to announce
the release of i-TREE v4.0, a state-of the-art software suite
from the U.S. Forest Service. This suite includes i-PED (Pest
Evaluation and Detection), a tool that provides a portable,
accessible, and standardized way to observe trees for possible insect or disease problems.
“Exotic pests are frequently first introduced in urban areas
where they are not detected until they are well established
and have had harmful impacts on the health of host trees,”
said Northeastern Area State and Private Forestry Forester
Anne Cumming.
Many communities inventory their urban trees to better
understand the structure, function, and management needs
of their urban forests, but these inventories often overlook
evidence of pests or diseases.
“i-PED will help all those with their eyes on the urban
forest—arborists, urban foresters, citizen scientists, and others—to observe, identify, and report the signs and symptoms
of these and yet unidentified urban and community forest
pests,” said Forest Service Urban and Community Forestry
Program Manager Keith Cline.
i-PED provides a framework for systematically examining
a tree for signs or symptoms of insects, fungi, or diseases.
The goal of i-PED is to help urban forestry professionals and
volunteers detect threats to the community tree resource.
“The earlier a pest or disease can be confirmed in an
area, the sooner we can put management and control plans
in place, if they are available,” explained Northeastern Area
State and Private Forestry Forest Health Specialist Dan
Twardus.
i-PED was developed by many partners, including the
U.S. Forest Service, Northeastern Area State and Private
Forestry and Northern Research Station; Davey Tree Expert Company; Society of Municipal Arborists; University of
Georgia Bugwood Network; Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service; Cornell University; National Plant Diagnostic
Network; Purdue University; University of California, Davis;
University of Florida; University of Maryland; University of
Vermont; and the Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and
Recreation.
Cline concluded, “The U.S. Forest Service and its partners are excited about the release of i-PED and this important step in developing a national, standardized system for
monitoring long-term urban forest health.” For more information about i-PED, visit www.itreetools.org.

-From USDA Forest Service News Release

n February 18th,over 40 representatives of federal,
county and local jurisdictions met in Fairfax to discuss
invasive insect problems in Northern Virginia. The goal
of the meeting was to develop and foster communication
between varied agencies and coordinate a general plan to
combat invasive insect threats to forests and landscapes in
Northern Virginia.
So what is an invasive species? It is a species that does
not naturally occur in a specific area and whose introduction does or is likely to cause economic or environmental
harm or harm to human health. Many invasive insects have
devastating effects on agriculture, horticulture and forestry
crops. Currently, government agencies, private landowners
and commercial arborists in Northern Virginia are managing gypsy moths, hemlock woolly adelgids and emerald ash
borers.
The number of invasive species is increasing in North
America as international trade increases. On the horizon,
local foresters are on the lookout for other invasives that
may likely effect ecosystems in Northern Virginia. This list
includes: Asian Longhorned Beetles, Pine Shoot Beetles,
Sirex noctilio, Sudden Oak Death, Beech Bark Disease and
Thousand Canker Disease (actually native to Western US).
In the short term, the round table will regularly meet twice
a year. We hope soon to develop an invasive publication for
tree care companies and homeowners. We also hope to
develop an annual short course for arborists and landscape
managers that will focus on invasive insect threats.
We also want to invite arborists who do tree work or
consulting in Northern Virginia to join the round table. If you
are interested in serving on the round table, please contact
Jack Baggett at the Fairfax County Forest Pest Management
office at 703-324-5304 or by e-mail at
john.baggett@fairfaxcounty.gov. -Jack Baggett, Urban Forester II

Check it out! OnLine Course About
Emerald Ash Borer Monitoring
Virginia Tech has developed a free, asynchronous
online course about Emerald Ash Borer monitoring
and management. The course targets green space
enthusiasts and green industry professionals with
the intention of increasing our collective capacity to
detect and manage Emerald Ash Borer in Virginia.
The course is eligible for CEUs from an assortment of
professional organizations. Visit www.hort.vt.edu/eab
for more information.

MAC-ISA Canopy Coverage 14							

Spring 2011

Member News
Member Profile: Mark Tremper

I

am currently employed
as a tree climber/
worker in the Horticulture
Division of the Maryland
National Capitol Park and
Planning Commission,
in Montgomery County
Maryland. I grew up in
Wheaton, Maryland.
I have worked in the
tree care profession for
20 years and initially
worked in industry and then began work with the
Horticulture Division some years ago. Most of
my work entails dealing with maintenance and
removal of problem trees. Safety of the public in
our parks is a big focus for our tree crews.
I have competed in the MAC-ISA Tree
climbing championship for many years and have
made it to the Master’s Challenge. I am currently
preparing for this year’s event.
I really enjoy working with and for the public,
and all the things that come with climbing;
working with ropes, hands-on with the trees, and
staying in shape as a result of tree climbing.
Editor’s Note: Mark did very well at this year’s TCC, placing
5th overall.

Long Time Member Passes
WILLIAM BARNES ANACKER
1917-2011

M

r. Anacker died on Wednesday - April
13, 2011. He was 93. Bill Anacker was
born December 8, 1917 in Baltimore, MD.
He started working in the tree care industry
in 1939 with Davey Tree Experts. After serving in the Army where he fought in the Battle
of the Bulge, and was awarded the Bronze
Star, he moved his family to Pikesville and
started his own business in 1948, A&A Tree
Experts, now in its 63rd year. In 1982 Mr.
*Photo courtesy of Matt Anacker
Anacker turned the tree company over to
son Matthew, and, in semi-retirement, started a business as a Swing
Specialist, and became known as the Swing Man. He continued to
work part-time until 2008, and was still climbing trees beyond age 80.
A memorial service will be held at the Maryland Line United Methodist Church at 11:00 A.M. on Saturday, May 28th. If you wish to
honor the memory of Bill Anacker, his family’s suggestion is to plant
a tree. Memorial contributions for the care and upkeep of the Church
Memorial Grove may also be made to Maryland Line United Methodist Church, 21500 York Road, PO Box 60, Maryland Line, MD 21105.
At a later date, a tree will be planted in memory of Bill & Margaret
Anacker, at which time their ashes will be joined to replenish the earth.

Maryland Arborist Association, Inc. Picks
Baltimore Humane Society for Tree Cutting

O
Hotline demo at TCC

*photo courtesy of Rick Giammaria

Service Day on Virginia Tech Bur Oak (see page 12) - Ed Milhous,
Bryan Campbell, James Earhart, Rob Springer, Justin Courtney,
and Jim Martin
* photo courtesy of Ed Milhous

							

n Saturday, March 26th, 2011, the Maryland Arborist Association, in
tandem with the Columbia-based landscape architectural firm, Slater
Associates, donated their resources to provide a multitude of landscape
work and a detailed tree preservation plan, plus rendered drawings and
presentation boards for the Baltimore Humane Society. 68 volunteers from
14 tree care companies came out to assist with the tree care project. The
work the MAA completed is estimated to be over $75,000 worth of work
to make the already pretty tree lines of BHS that much more beautiful. The
tree services that were provided include: pruning, removal of dead trees
which pose a safety hazard, fertilizing the landscapes and adding lighting
protection to help trees that are on the premises stay well kept. In addition, any felled tree material was collected and chipped to use as mulch
for root protection and will help BHS to maintain their scenic property
long after the MAA’s work was completed.
The Baltimore Humane Society relies on the generosity of the public,
like those at the Maryland Arborist Association and Slater Associates, to
donate their time to help maintain the gorgeous 365 acres of land, and
keep this historic property in good shape for the pets at the shelter. For
more information about BHS and how you can contribute, volunteer,
adopt or foster, please visit www.bmorehumane.org or call 410-833-8848.
For more information regarding the Maryland Arborist Association you can
visit www.mdarborist.com or call 410-321-8082.

-Excerpted from press release written by the Humane Society with input from Matt Anacker
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Mark Your Calendars, MAC-ISA Annual Meeting
October 2-4, Williamsburg, VA.

