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Special Thanks to our 2011
Annual Meeting Sponsors
Appalachian Power Company
Asplundh Tree Experts
Bartlett Tree Experts
City of Williamsburg
College of William and Mary
Davey Resource Group
Dominion Virginia Power
Land & Coates
Land and Tree Solutions
Lewis Tree Service
Nelson Tree Service
Penn Line Service
Rainbow Treecare Scientific
Advancements
The Care of Trees
Trees Virginia
USDA Forest Service Urban and
Community Forestry Program
VA Department of Forestry

he MAC-ISA Annual Meeting in
Williamsburg began on Sunday
this year with two pre-conference
workshops; Electric Hazard Awareness
Program and Bucket Truck Safety. Field
Day was held at the College of William
and Mary and in historic Williamsburg
and general sessions were held at our
host hotel, the Williamsburg Hospitality
House. The weather was variable and
cool, with some rain showers and wind
during field day but everyone toughed it
out. By the end of the meeting gorgeous
fall weather had returned. Overall it was
a successful meeting.
John McFarlane from the College of
William and Mary gave us an informative
warm welcome on Field Day. The
campus provided an excellent place for
many tree walks and demonstrations
along with a great place to welcome the
Tour des Trees riders. Special thanks
to the College of William and Mary,
Colonial Williamsburg and the City of

Williamsburg for their support during field
day.
Andrew Koenig, the Annual Meeting
Overall Chair provided a rousing
welcome on Tuesday morning to start
the indoor sessions. Excellent speakers,
networking and the trade show provided
great opportunities for learning. Without
the help of numerous volunteers,
generous cash donations from our
sponsors and contributors, the exhibitors
and all who attended, this meeting could
not have happened. A big thank you to
everyone that helped out! We hope you
enjoy the coverage throughout the issue.

The Annual Student Scholarship
Auction was a Huge Success

Dickman, Bonnie Deahl, Hugh Whitehead, Ed Milhous, Carol Herwig, Jerry
Dieruf, Barbara White, Nancy Herwig
and Don Blair. Donations were made
from the following organizations: City
of Williamsburg, Land and Coates,
Rainbow Treecare Scientific Advancements, Rocky Gap Resort and the Williamsburg Hospitality House. Thank you
to everyone who purchased items.

T

his year’s auction had about 50
items and brought in a total of
$1824. Special thanks to Sherry Kern,
auction chair, and the student scholarship recipients for organizing the
auction. Without all the great donations
there would not have been an auction.
A big thanks you to all of the contributors! Doug Petersen, Land and Tree
Solutions, was our major contributor.
Other items were donated by: Ineke

Mark your calendars for the
2012 Annual Meeting
Sept. 30 – Oct. 2, 2012 at
Rocky Gap Resort near
Cumberland, MD
Volunteer committees are forming now,
call 703-753-0499 to get involved

* Annual Meeting pictures provided by Patrick Teague*

Scenes from the 2011 MAC-ISA Annual Meeting
Pictures from the MAC-ISA Annual Meeting
Thanks to Patrick Teague for taking photos which can be viewed at www.patrickteague.smugmug.com.

The Guzzlers

Field Day - Dynamics of Rope

Famous bridge on campus

Field Day - Tree Walk

Field day - Exhibits
and Vendors

Passing the gavel
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MAC-ISA Has a
New Look

T

he board of directors
has been working over
the past year with designer,
Beth Moorcones of EWM
Design to create a new logo.
There are 2 versions, one
with the full name spelled
out and another for our
shirts that just has MACISA. We hope you enjoy the
new look.
We have also changed
our email address to
admin@macisa.org.
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MAC- ISA Election Results Update

O

n October 4th, at our annual meeting in
Williamsburg, VA, our new MAC-ISA Board
of Directors was officially installed. Bonnie Deahl,
The Care of Trees, is our new president. Keith
Forry, Rappahannock Electric Coop, is our new
Vice President. New board members elected to
two year terms are: Tyler Balderson, Bartlett Tree
Experts, Doug Petersen, Land and Tree Solutions,
Kevin Sigmon, Applachian Electric Power, and
reelected for another 2 years was Barbara White,
VA Department of Forestry. Continuing as
board members for their second year are: Lesley
Riddle, City of Greenbelt; Luke McCall, City of
Richmond, Robert Corletta, DC Dept. of Transp.,
Urban Forestry, and Chad Peevy, Old Dominion
University The first official meeting of the board
will be December 1st at their planning retreat.
Editors note: Apologies for the misinformation in the
September email election announcement, Kyle Ewing was not
elected, and was not on the ballot, the note should have said
Tyler Balderson.

Executive Committee

Bonnie Deahl, President
Keith Forry, Vice President
Paul Martin, Treasurer
Randy Finn, Secretary
Steve Genua, Council of Component Representative

Directors

Tyler Balderson, Term 2013 (MD)
Robert Corletta, Term 2012 (DC)
Luke McCall, Term 2012 (VA)
Chad Peevy, Term 2012, (VA)
Doug Petersen, Term 2013 (VA)
Lesley Riddle, Term 2012, (MD)
Kevin Sigmon, Term 2013 (VA)
Barbara White, Term 2013 (VA)

Other Services

Certification Liaison: Stan Wageman
TREE Fund Liaison: Tom Armstrong
Webmaster: Jennifer Willoughby

Staff

Executive Director: Nancy Herwig
Administrative Assistant: Candance Teates
Communications Manager: Ineke Dickman
Newsletter Editor: Heather Finch
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President’s Message
s I drove back from our annual meeting in
Williamsburg I wanted to reflect on the overall
A
experience. I have attended each year’s annual

meeting for the past 21 years. Besides coming
for CEUs to maintain our certifications, there is
added value in being a part of this organization. The
professional friendships over the years are cultivated
on a very different level that rise above our places in
the commercial, utility, municipal, and competitive
worlds from which we all come. We gather annually
to learn from experts, we recognize extraordinary
efforts of fellow members, and together we add a rich
layer that can only be experienced when we return
each year to share once again. I come away each
year with a sense of fulfillment that goes far beyond
the earned CEUs.
Thank you for electing me as your president
for the next two years. Your elected board made
adjustments to the bylaws changing the President’s
term from a one to a two year term. This decision
entertained much discussion, in hopes that the result
will not only bring more depth and continuity to the
position but will also allow for the Vice-President
to better learn and prepare for their future role as
President.
The board voted on a new logo this year that we
presented at the meeting. This new logo is a first
step at defining MAC-ISA in the marketplace. A
special thanks goes to our outgoing President, Todd

Nedorostek and outgoing board members, Stan
Wageman, Wayne Noll and Ric Wernicke. We will
meet in early December to work on the 2012 plan for
our ongoing strategic goals.
Our mission statement was revised earlier this
year with safety being the highlighted component.
As a first commitment towards safety, we urge you to
attend and participate in the Inaugural Day of Safety
on November 19th at the Knights of Columbus, in
Arlington, VA, from 8AM to 3PM. Our goals for this
event are to initiate a culture of safety as a chapter
by highlighting crane safety, ANSI Safety standards,
Dynamic loading, and an energized utility line
demonstration by PEPCO. Come join us and more
importantly invite those who may not be MAC-ISA
members to register. Safety training not only saves
money but it saves lives every
day. The safer we are as an
industry, the better off all of us
will become.
Bonnie Deahl, MAC-ISA
President

Calendar Of Events
Nov. 18, Sterling VA – Northern Virginia
Urban Forestry Conference “Make Room
for Trees: The Urban Forest Continuum,”
www.treesvirginia.org
Nov. 19, Arlington, VA – MAC-ISA Inaugural
Day of Safety, 703-753-0499,
www.mac-isa.org, 5.75 CEUs
Nov. 30 - Dec. 3, Lake Tahoe, NV – ASCA
Annual Conference,
www.asca-consultants.org/edprograms/
conference.cfm

Dec. 3, Jan 14 and Jan. 21, Washington DC – Jan. 29 – Feb. 2, Newport News, VA – Mid
Casey Trees 2011/2012 Fall Winter Classes, Atlantic Horticulture Short Course,
www.mahsc.org
swalker@caseytrees.org
Dec. 6-8, Richmond, VA – MAC-ISA Arborist
Certification Course, 703-753-0499, or www.
mac-isa.org, 24 CEUs

Feb. 6-7, Staunton, VA – Virginia Association
of Forest Health Professionals Annual
Meeting, Jerry.Dieruf@alexandriava.gov

2012

Feb. 9-10, Baltimore, MD – Chesapeake
Green 2012 - A Horticulture Symposium,
www.chesapeakegreen.org or 410-823-8684

Jan. 3-6, College Park, MD – Advanced
Landscape Plant IPM PHC Short Course,
301-405-3913 or akoeiman@umd.edu, 23 CEUs

Dec. 2, Lancaster, PA – Chesapeake
Jan. 11-13, Baltimore, MD – MANTS - MidConservation Landscaping Council’s fourth Atlantic Nursery Trade Show,
annual “Turning a New Leaf” Conference,
www.mants.com or 410-296-6959
www.chesapeakelandscape.org/2011leaf.htm
Jan. 18-19, Annandale, VA – Green Industry
Dec. 7, 8, 14 and 15, Warrenton, VA –
Professional Seminar and Pesticide
Commercial Pesticide Certification
Applicator Recertification,
Preparation Course, Core & Categories 3A & www.greenindustryseminar.org
3B, 540-341-7950, 703-324-5369 or
abordas@vt.edu, 14.75 CEUs
Jan. 18-19, Ellicott City, MD – MAA Winter
Conference and Pesticide Recertification,
* Please visit the Green Industry Calendar at
mdarboristassoc@aol.com or 410-321-8082
www.mac-isa.org for more events.
							

Feb. 16, Chevy Chase, MD – 2012 LCA
Pesticide Recertification, www.lcamddcva.org
Feb. 21-24, Philadelphia, PA – ASCA 2012
Consulting Academy, www.asca-consultants.org
March 6-8, TBA, MD – MAC-ISA Arborist
Certification Course, 703-753-0499 or
www.mac-isa.org, 24 CEUs
April 14, (rain date April 15), Wheaton, MD –
MAC-ISA Tree Climbing Championship,
703-753-0499 or www.mac-isa.org

MAC-ISA Canopy Coverage 5

Certification News
MAC-ISA Arborist Certification Course
24 CEUs
Prepare for the ISA Arborist Exam, brush up on essential
information, and/or earn valuable CEUs.
Dec. 6-8, 2011, 8:00 – 5:00
Lewis Ginter Botanical Gardens, Richmond, VA
Instructor: Joe Murray
$360 for members
Limited Space Available! Call 703-753-0499 or visit our web
site at www.mac-isa.org to register or get more information.
Past Students comments:
“ Joe’s enthusiasm & range of knowledge was engaging and
helpful.”
“Joe’s ability to communicate the material in an engaging
manner for 8 straight hours is priceless”
“Good review for already certified arborists, essential for new
ones.”
Online Testing Available. Visit www.isa-arbor.com for more
information.
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Academic News — Under the Canopy
Arboriculture Program
Launched at West Virginia
University

W

VU launched its new arboriculture
and urban forestry program in August
when Dr. Greg Dahle joined the faculty.
He has been charged with growing the
interest in arboriculture from the current
minor into a formal discipline. Since 2008,
WVU has offered an arboriculture minor
through the Division of Forestry and Natural
Resources and the Division of Plant and
Soil Sciences’ Horticulture program. This
joint listing allows students the flexibility
of taking classes in both programs and
opens the door to collaboration with
these two facets of urban forestry. One
important component of the minor includes
a professional internship which provides
a practical learning experience that helps
create student focus in future course work
and leads to increased job placement
after graduation. To date there have been
a number of forestry students who have
earned the arboriculture minor and this
spring the first horticulture student will
graduate with it as well. Over the past ten
years, approximately 10% of the graduating
forest resource management students have
been placed in the arboriculture industry.
This is impressive given there are currently
no formal courses on the subject at the
university. Dr. Dahle hopes to change this
by developing two undergraduate coursesarboriculture and urban forest management,
and one graduate level course. Course
development will take into account
requirements for the Society of American
Foresters’ specialized accreditation in
Urban Forestry. According to Dr. Dahle, “the
expansion of the coursework available to
students will prepare them for a broader
array of careers. We look forward to the
opportunity to work with industry to place
students both in internships and full-time
positions upon graduation.”
Greg will be continuing the research
he began at Rutgers, using biomechanics
to gain insights on tree development. He
is interested in learning more about how
the transition of branches and stems
from juvenile to mature growth alters both
tree form and material properties such
as wood strength. Dr. Dahle is currently
looking for a qualified masters student
interested in studying tree development

and biomechanics. He is also interested
in partnering with industry representatives
and fellow researchers to build his research
program. Please contact Dr. Dahle and
welcome him to the MAC-ISA! He can be
reached at 304-293-6292 or at
gregory.dahle@mail.wvu.edu.

Urban Forestry Scholarships
Available

T

rees Virginia is pleased to announce the
call for applications for its 2012 Urban
Forestry Scholarships.
The scholarships are awarded to
applicants who best demonstrate financial
need, academic excellence, and a clear
commitment to a career in urban forestry.
Details on fellowship eligibility and the
application process are available at
tinyurl.com/VUFCScholarship.
Application deadline: December 21,
2011. More information contact:
arborist@vt.edu.

Bartlett Scholarship Winners
Announced

T

wo West Virginia University students
received the Bartlett Tree Foundation
Grant-In Aid Scholarships. David Mitchell
and Shane Closkey each receive a total
of $1,000 dispersed over the fall and
spring semesters. At Virginia Tech, Alyssa
Michnick is the recipient of the Bartlett
Scholarship for this fall.

People and Trees in the
News

N

umerous members visited Blacksburg
to assist with the Tree Care Practicum
class at Virginia Tech, including Adam
Braaten, Travis Morgan, Luke McCall,
Jim Martin, Jonathan Ernst, Billy Davis,
Ferris Crilly, Quintin McCllelan, Steve
Nagy, Alec Selz, and Rob Springer.
This class is a week-long, hands-on
arboriculture class. Both urban forestry and
horticulture students participated.
Eric Wiseman and graduate student
Mason Patterson presented an
assessment of i-Tree Streets sampling
effects and Susan Day gave a keynote
presentation at the Urban Tree Growth

							

Symposium at the Morton Arboretum
in Lisle, Illinois. The symposium was
very successful and included interesting
approaches to looking at urban site index,
soil quality, nursery production, and tree
growth. Proceedings and photos are
available at www.masslaboratory.org/
urbantreegrowth.htm.

News from our Student Club
Affiliate

T

he Student Society of Urban Forestry
and Arboriculture at Virginia Tech has
been very busy this fall! We started the
year off strong with a successful tree
planting for Virginia Tech’s Sustainability
Week on September 20th. Several club
members participated in planting ten red
maples between the Squires Student
Center and the Drillfield on campus.
Four of our members (Jonathan Baigis,
Dan Germroth, Alex Darr, and Alyssa
Michnick) attended this year’s MACISA annual meeting. They were very
thankful to have received MAC-ISA
student scholarships, which enabled their
attendance and provided for registration
and accommodations during the
conference. While there, they had a great
time attending the field day and mingling
with professionals.
Other club fundraisers this semester
have included some tree work that we
plan on completing in the next couple of
weeks. This year we also have several
members who plan on attending TCIA
Expo in Hartford, Connecticut. To prepare
for TCIA Expo, the club has been holding
weekly climbing practices for members
hoping to compete in the climbing and
skills competition. The fall semester has
been a good one, and we hope to keep
up the good work into the spring!

Alyssa Michnick, President

Dedication of the Alwood oak on October 14 (planted
ca. 1900). Many student club members attended.
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Annual Meeting Scholarship
Recipients say Thanks

T

hank you so much for the MAC-ISA Scholarship that allowed me to
attend the meeting in Williamsburg! I really enjoyed the sessions and
meeting all the industry professionals. Candi and you did such a terrific
job. I hope to attend more of these meetings in the future.
Patty Collins, Tidewater Community College

T

hank you to all members of the MAC-ISA for the opportunity to attend
this year’s meeting held in Williamsburg, VA. I enjoyed meeting all
the arborists, urban foresters, and business owners, utility and municipal
sectors who all shared their experiences in the field of tree care. The
workshops, including the Historical and State Champion Tree Walk
through William and Mary College, Safety during the Storm and How to
get the community involved were all very informative. And thank you to
the Tour des Trees VA2DC Tour – very impressive.
Debrah T. Jenkusky, Tidewater Community College

I

would like to extend my gratitude for the scholarship allowing me to
attend the annual conference in Williamsburg, Virginia a few weeks ago.
I had a great time and learned a lot. In particular, I enjoyed the classes
on ropes and rigging, as well as the climbing techniques class. Those
classes informed me more about ropes and climbing than I could have
imagined. The ability to meet with professionals in the arboriculture
industry was a wonderful experience too. Since the conference, I have
really sharpened my career ambitions and life goals. Once again, thank
you for the memorable experience you have provided me with.

Jonathan Baigis, Virginia Tech, Urban Forestry
Editors note: This year’s scholarships were funded by the dollars raised at last
year’s auction and by a grant from USDA Forest Service Urban and Community
Forestry Program.

Safety &

Professionalism

Our basics. Your assurance of

a job well done.

Contact the following Nelson representative
to discuss your vegetation management needs:

Bob Turner, Jr. at 1-856-694-4100
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Annual Meeting Thanks
Special thanks to the
Annual Meeting Planning
Committee
Overall Chair – Andrew Koenig
Program Committee – Matthew Boltz,
Robert Corletta, Paul Martin, Lesley
Riddle
Field Day – Tony Craig and Matt
Trowbridge
Logistics – Will Fiddler
Students and Auction – Sherry Kern
Exhibits – Barbara White and Cara Sue
Grabosky
Audio Visual – Patrick Teague (Chair),
Jason Heizer, Paul Thrift and Jan van
Zutphen
Staff – Nancy Herwig, Candance Teates,
Ineke Dickman and Heather Finch
A big thank you to all the other volunteer
support that made this meeting possible!

Special Thanks to our Annual Meeting Exhibitors
American Arborist Supply
Arbor Tech Supply		
Asplundh Tree Experts		
Bandit Industries		
Crane’s Safety Institute		
Davey Resource Group		
ECI				
Forestry Equipment of VA
Laser Technologies		
Lucas Tree Experts		
MAC-ISA Books		
Mid Atlantic Stihl		
Mobile Oil Pit Stop		
Nelson Tree Service		
Rainbow Treecare Scientific
Advancements			
The Arborist Consulting Group
Wolf Tree			

Dave Francis		
Mike Wintermyer
Frank Hollomon		
Joe Deriscavage
Jay Sturm		
Shirley Vaughn		
Charles Hughes		
Bill Mitchell		
Gary Rowe		
Dave Clark		
Kevin Sigmon		
Mike Preddy		
Ryan Cox		
Gail Gabor		

800-441-8381
540-439-9038
804-572-9500
800-952-0178
508-966-4100
800-828-8312
813-961-7863
434-851-2929
303-649-1000
207-797-7294
703-753-0499
919-643-4006
614-560-6677
440-243-3333

Jean Scott		
Scott Diffenderfer
Mark Calko		

410-430-4108
717-262-3828
865-687-3400 x31

Thank you to The Arborist Consulting Group and Arbor Tech Supply for donating
the prizes for the Vendor passport activity.
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International News
TREE Fund Update
2011 Tour des Trees report

C

ongratulations to Team MAC-ISA (Tom Armstrong,
Steve Parker, Todd Nedorostek, Kristina Salzman and
Carlson Klapthor) for raising $20,991, one of the highest
amounts raised per team, and helping to host this year’s
Tour des Trees. The Tour has raised more then $460,000
so far for 2011. Donations can still be made to the TREE
Fund through the STIHL Tour des Trees website,
www.stihltourdestrees.org.

Buy any length Poison Ivy,
Poison Hi-vy or Superbraid
rope and receive a

FREE

VALUE 250

item # 33330
Promo ends 12/31/11, must use promo code: ISAROPE

GET YOURS ONLINE, BY PHONE OR AT A PARTICIPATING Vermeer DEALER

SherrillTree.com

800-525-8873

Tour des Trees riders at MAC-ISA field day

Should You Incorporate
or Form a Limited Liability
Company

S

uccessful businesses are based
upon providing great services at a
fair price. Business owners often start
their business based on this concept
and then go out, get jobs and start
working. Successful business owners
also need to make sure that they are
protecting their own and their family’s
personal assets.
Businesses can take many forms:
sole proprietorships (one individual owns
and operates the business), partnerships
(two or more individuals go in together),
corporations (individual or multiple
owners) and Limited Liability Companies
(individual or multiple members).
Sole proprietorships or partnerships
are often how new businesses start.
They are inexpensive to start and let
you get your name out there and start
earning income, and the tax structure
is easy to manage. However, sole
proprietorships and partnerships have
significant draw backs of which you

should be aware.
Foremost, is liability. The owners of
these forms of business are personally
liable for all the debts of the business.
This liability is not limited. Business
owners can end up losing their personal
cash, vehicles and even homes. In an
industry where a branch can fall the
wrong way, or someone didn’t attach the
chipper correctly, sole proprietorships
and partnerships leave their owners
exposed to significant liability.
Unlimited liability can be combated
by establishing your business as a
corporation or Limited Liability Company
(“LLC”). Corporations and LLCs are
more expensive to establish than sole
proprietorships or LLCs. However,
one of their most important functions
is limiting the liability of their owners.
Liability can be limited to the assets
actually invested in the corporation or
LLC. If properly managed, creditors
cannot attack owners’ personal assets.
By forming as a corporation, “S”
corporation, or LLC, business owners
can also select the tax structure which
is best for them, either paying separate
corporate taxes, handling the gains or
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losses through their personal income
taxes, or being taxed as a partnership.
It is important to make sure that
your business is structured to maximize
the benefit you want and protect your
assets.
Erik W. Fox, Esq. Certified Arborist

International Tree Climbing
Championship

C

ongratulations to Flint Anderson
and Joselyn Lohse, who competed
at the 2011 International Tree Climbing
Championship in Australia. Visit
http://itcc.isa-arbor.com/ for more
information.
A new national champion 121-foot honeylocust
was documented this year at the Fincastle United
Methodist Church in Botetourt County, Virginia.
Virginia is 4th in the country in terms of national
champion trees. Visit the Virginia Big Tree Registry
at www.cnre.vt.edu/4h/bigtree and the Maryland
champion tree list at :
www.dnr.state.md.us/forests/trees/pdfs/2010Maryl
andChampionTreeList.pdf.

Fall 2011

A Better Way
Safety • Efficiency • Innovation
Eastern/Central/Southern Maryland:

Steve Miller

410-519-9900
miller@asplundh.com
Virginia:

Tom McDonnell

804-550-2658
mcdonnell@asplundh.com
Western MD/Northern WV:

Dave Puckett

301-689-1350
puckett@asplundh.com
Western VA/Southern WV:

Larry Kirk

540-985-4750
kirk@asplundh.com

708 Blair Mill Road • Willow Grove, PA 19090
1-800-248-TREE • www.asplundh.com
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Safety News — Staying a step ahead

C

rane use in the tree care industry
has been around for more than sixty
years. In today’s modern arboriculture
practices, crane use is quite common.
History shows that the proper use
of cranes makes our jobs easier and
safer. While crane use does reduce the
hazards we deal with on a daily basis, it
also presents some new ones. We are
going to look at the basic steps involved
in crane selection, set up and safe use.
The sales representative is the
first step in deciding when a crane is
necessary to perform a job safely and
efficiently. There are many factors to
consider when looking at work for crane
use. Some of these include: does the
job site permit the crane size needed;
are there overhead utilities; is the crane
being set up on solid ground; is the
crane being set up on a level grade,
are there underground hazards, such
as septic tanks, dry wells, sewers,
underground utilities; is the landing
zone within the range diagram and load
capacities of a specific crane? Some
crane companies offer site inspections
to ensure that the right crane will be
used for the job.
Once we determine what size crane
to use, we need a qualified operator.
Typically, cranes are used to lift and
move objects that are of a known
weight. Based on this information,
crane operators use the range diagram
and load capacities chart to determine
crane placement, setup, and reach
to accomplish the job at hand safely.
Things work a little differently in tree
care. We are lifting an undetermined
amount of weight from an elevated
position. Once the load is cut free, the
crane is then committed to that load.
There is no “putting it back”. When
contracting crane companies, it’s best
to use someone with well-maintained
equipment and who employs operators
with tree related experience. Green
weight log charts and experience are
necessary to estimate the weight of
tree parts. An experienced tree removal
crane operator will allow for the margin
of error when calculating wood weights.
Depending on crane set up, (working
on grades), a crane operator may allow
as much as a 50% reduction in rated
capacity at a given boom angle. It is
imperative that the crane operator

and the qualified climber/arborist
work together throughout the removal
process. Constant communication with
all crew members is crucial.
Now that we have found a qualified
crane company, we need a qualified
arborist to perform the removal
operation. Unfortunately, there is little
that can be learned about crane work
through reading literature. Ninety
percent of crane use training is acquired
through on-the- job training. Training
should be performed under the direct
supervision of a qualified arborist with
extensive crane removal experience.
There are many variables to consider:
tree species, sling selection; sling
placement; ability to estimate the
weight of tree parts being rigged; how
to make clean balanced lifts, various
types of cuts and when to use them
(bi-pass, directional notch cuts, slab
cuts); understand crane signals; and the
importance of communicating with the
crane operator.
Experienced ground crew members
play an equally important role in
ensuring crane use operations are
performed safely and efficiently.
Crew members are responsible
for; processing material removed
from a tree, being a signal person,
understanding crane use hand signals,
understanding basic rigging concepts,
and understanding basic crane set up.
Currently we are the only industry
permitted to hoist personnel (a
qualified arborist/climber) with a crane,
without using a man basket, using
approved fall protection per the ANSI
Standards. Tying in to the hook is NOT
an acceptable means of attachment.
Using a false crotch, typically a friction
saver through a clevis attached to the
load line above the ball is an approved
method of attachment. The safety
lanyard should be placed in the hook
as a second point of attachment while
being hoisted. The ANSI Z-133.1 2006
list specific requirements regarding
crane use and hoisting climbers in tree
care. TCIA published Best Management
Practices for Crane Use in Arboriculture
in 2009. This is an excellent source of
information for safe crane use in tree
care.
Job site safety briefings shall be
conducted prior to the start of ALL
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tree care jobs. This includes all crew
members and the crane operator.
The safety briefing should include;
establishing the work zone, required
PPE; assigning specific job duties to
crew members; identifying hazards and
a plan to avoid hazards, and identifying
obstacles and a plan to avoid them.
Additional items can be added to meet
specific needs of individual companies.
Hoisting climbers on the load line must
be documented. Documentation must
show that other alternatives such as
climbing, using an aerial lift, or felling
a tree have been deemed infeasible or
less safe.
Establishing a safe work
environment for all tree care workers
is absolutely paramount. Utilizing
specialized equipment, such as
cranes, increases our ability to control
our environment. Controlling our
environment makes us all safer. There is
no substitute for proper training.
Rich Godwin, CTSP, MAC-ISA Safety Committee

“SAFETY”, is no accident
Editors note: Rich will be leading a program on
Crane Safety on Nov. 19th at the MAC-ISA Day of
Safety.

You are invited to attend the
Inaugural MAC-ISA DAY of SAFETY
Saturday November 19
Knights of Columbus
5115 Little Falls Road, Arlington, VA
8:00 am–3:00 pm (includes lunch)
5.75 ISA CEUs
Fee: $25 for members, $35 for non-members
(25% discount for students).
To register on line and see more information visit
www.mac-isa.org. Online registration closes Nov.
16th. Cost includes lunch, safety glasses, tee
shirt and door prizes.

Chainsaw safety demonstration
at Annual Meeting Field Day
Photo courtesy of Patrick Teague

Fall 2011

2012
Academy

asca

Consulting

February 21–24, 2012

Crowne Plaza  Philadelphia, PA

Take Your Career

to the Next Level

ASCA’s 2012 Consulting Academy is the most
comprehensive training experience for arborists who
consult—as well as those ready to start consulting.
Don’t miss out on this opportunity to participate in
interactive workshops and lectures designed to help
you obtain the knowledge and skills to run a successful
consulting practice. You’ll learn:
What to include in a standard contract
Types of insurance that will shield your business
The details of cost accounting
The ethics of consulting
How forensics applies to arboriculture and
environmental consulting
 The skills to write comprehensive and effective
reports
 Different approaches to business development
 The consultant’s role in contentious situations






And, each student will have one-on-one time
with their own coach. Space is limited.
Visit www.asca-consultants.org to register today.

Interested in building your own
consulting career? Here’s a couple
of ways to get started:

							

2011 asca annual conference Become an asca Member
November 30 –December 3
Hyatt Regency Lake Tahoe
Incline Village, Nevada

Visit asca-consultants.org for a
full list of benefits.
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Member News
Member Announcements

A

fter 34 years of dedicated service,
Gregory D. Purnell, Sr. retired from
the Town of Ocean City. A luncheon
was held in his honor in October. Greg
has been a MAC-ISA member and ISA
Certified Arborist for many years. He
was our field day chair and wonderful
host during the 2008 Annual Meeting in
Ocean City.
Mik Lestyan will be retiring from
the City of Chesapeake where he has
been enhancing his community through
arboriculture since 1996. Mik received
the MAC-ISA Award of Merit this year
and in the nomination form Chad Peevy
stated: “Mik might be retiring from his
day job, but something tells me his work
with arboriculture is not yet finished. The
passion for trees never retires. Mik has
too much knowledge, love, and dedication for our woody brethren to not share
it with others.”
Congratulations to our MAC-ISA
Board member Chad Peevy and his
wife, Kadi on the arrival of their son,
Memphis Duane Peevy, born on September 16th.

MAC-ISA Gold Leaf Awards

D

uring the MAC-ISA 2010 Annual
Meeting the following awards were
announced:
West Virginia
Individual Recognition /Landscape
Beautification Award - Turner Sharp
Turner Sharp who wears many hats:
Parkersburg Tree Commission Chair, WV
Big Tree Program Coordinator, Parkersburg Big Tree Program Coordinator and
member of the WV Urban and Community Forestry Council. He embodies the
true spirit of a tree champion and has
made significant contributions to urban
forestry in West Virginia.
Maryland
Arbor Day Award - Prince George’s
County Beautification Committee
The award was presented for 27

years of Arbor Day activities. This year
(2011), the Arbor Day celebration was
held at the Robert Frost Elementary
School. Wayne Lucas of that agency
accepted the award on behalf of the
Prince George’s County Beautification Committee at the MAC-ISA annual
meeting.
Virginia
Landscape Beautification Award Town of Herndon (Van Buren Street
Project)
The Town of Herndon along with
Stanley Martin Homes installed new
median strips along Van Buren Street
from Nash Street to Elden Street. New
landscaping and asphalt paving were
also installed. The addition of medians,
expansion of the road, repaving and
landscaping have transformed this section of Van Buren Street into a very fine
road section in the town. Also, the addition of a section of a sidewalk, installed
by the town, adjacent to the W&OD trail
has made this section more pedestrian
friendly.
Landscape Beautification Award -City
of Waynesboro
The City of Waynesboro was recognized for its extensive landscaping and
tree maintenance efforts utilizing ARRA
funding (federal stimulus funds). The
award also recognized the development
of a botanical garden in Ridgeview Park
the city’s largest park facility. Dwayne
Jones, the city’s Parks & Recreation Director, accepted the award at the recent
MAC-ISA annual meeting.
Individual Recognition - Dwayne
Jones
Dwayne Jones was recognized for
his efforts in organizing and coordinating the annual Trees Virginia Waynesboro Workshop supported by MAC-ISA.
In its 16 years, this event has provided
numerous CEUs to certified arborists,
features as speakers a distinguished list
of presenters with national reputations,
and provided scholarships to college
students in urban forestry and arborist
programs.
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Landscape Beautification Award AVOCA Museum Day of Service
Local arborist firms in the south central Virginia provided a day of service to
the AVOCA Museum (the major cultural
center) in the Town of Alta Vista. The
principal arborist firms involved were
Above Ground Tree Care (Jonathan
Sledge) and Arboristry Associates (Mike
Neal). The day of service was needed
to provide corrective measures to some
poor tree work done 10 years ago on
the large trees on the property that left
them in damaged condition.
Paul F. Revell, Gold Leaf Award Chair

MAC-ISA Lends Support
to New Specialty License
Plate Recognizing
Community Trees

A

new specialty Virginia license plate
is available for pre-order. The Virginia Loves Trees license plate is designed
to raise awareness of the value of
community trees in Virginia. In Virginia,
450 plates must be pre-sold before the
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) will
put the proposed plate into production
and by the end of December to be considered for this year’s General Assembly
meeting. Pre-sales of the Virginia Loves
Trees plate began at the MAC-ISA annual meeting in Williamsburg in October.
After 450 are sold, funds will be turned
over to the DMV and plates will be available at any DMV location. Plates can
be ordered online, or in the mail using
forms downloaded from the Virginia
Loves Trees website (www.valovestrees.
org). In addition to MAC-ISA, supporting
organizations include the urban forestry
program at Virginia Tech in the College
of Natural Resources & Environment,
Trees Virginia, the Virginia Nursery and
Landscape Association, and the Virginia Green Industry Council.
The Virginia Loves Trees plate is a
revenue-sharing specialty plate, meaning that $15 of the $25 plate fee will go
to the sponsoring organizations.

*Continued on page 15

Fall 2011

Member News Highlights
Member Profile: Stan Wageman

Congratulations to the 2011
Chapter Awards Recipients

D

uring the awards ceremony at the
2011 MAC-ISA Annual Meeting the
following awards recognizing outstanding dedication and service to the Chapter were presented:

I

was raised in West Virginia,
(W.Va.) near Charleston, and
have lived and worked in the state
most of my life. I have a degree in
Forest Technology and Business
Management from Glenville State
College. Currently I am a Senior
Utility Forester with Appalachian
Power (AP) and have been with
them since 1992 in the Charleston
office. I began work with AP in
the transmission department and
now work with the distribution
system overseeing right-of-way
maintenance on trees, conducted
by contractors. My time is split
between serving W.Va. customers
in rural areas as well as communities, and covering an area
almost a third of the state, in the
southeast region. The snowstorm
of 2009 and this past spring and
summer’s storms have kept me
busy. Appalachian Power serves
1 million customers in West Virginia, Virginia and Tennessee.
I have been MAC-ISA’s Certification Liaison since 2007 and
coordinate testing schedules and
communication between MAC-ISA
and ISA’s central office. I picked
up my Certified Arborist credential
about 11 years ago.
Like most arborists I love being
outdoors on the job and appreciate the great country near where
the New and Gauley Rivers meet.

President’s Citation:
Paul Martin: Paul has served the
board in every capacity possible from
secretary to President and beyond to
treasurer. Paul is what MAC is all about
and what our organization stands for,
unconditional volunteerism for the
membership and our industry.

Lifetime Achievement Award:
Dr. Bonnie Appleton: Bonnie has
presented numerous talks, hosted
meetings at the Virginia Tech HRAREC,
published books, articles and posters
for the Industry. She is Internationally recognized and has supported our
chapter and industry for many years.
For all of her contributions to MAC-ISA
and the industry she is awarded our first
Life Time Achievement award.

License Plate Continued
Currently revenues will be divided
between Trees Virginia and the Urban
Forestry Program at Virginia Tech to fund
education, outreach, and partnerships
around the state to enhance Virginia’s
community tree canopy. The plate was
designed by a student graphic design
group at Virginia Tech. Revenue sharing
begins after the first 1,000 plates are
sold. Visit www.valovestrees.org for more
information or to order a plate.

							

Awards of Merit:
Dave Paduda: Dave acted as the
Knights of Columbus liaison and logistics chair for the 2011 MAC-ISA TCC.
With Dave’s and the Knights generous
support we were able to provide the
competitors and spectators a one of a
kind event and raise funds for the ITCC
Australia fund.
Tom Armstrong: Tom has been the
chapter Tree Fund
Liaison for many
years and has
been one of the
Tree Funds top
fundraisers. For
his tireless efforts
he was given the
award. Tom will
be stepping down
from this position
at the end of the year.
Mik Lestyan: Mik has served MAC-ISA
as a board member, test coordinator,
and head proctor. Mik has also
served the Hampton Roads Tree
Care Association,
The HRAREC for
Virginia Tech, the
Virginia Horticulture
Foundation, the
South East Virginia
Urban Forestry
Roundtable, and has been a public
lecturer at numerous conferences and
training seminars.

Certificates of Apprciation:
Awarded to Wayne Noll, Stan Wageman and Ric Wenicke for their time
served on the MAC-ISA Board. Certificates were also given to Tree Climbing Championship chair, Rob Allen,
Head Judge, Jim Martin, Site logistics,
Dave Paduda, Sponsors chair, Jonathan Ernst and Photography, Patrick
Teague.
* photos by Patrick Teague*

MAC-ISA Canopy Coverage 15

Presorted Standard
U.S. Postage PAID
Dulles, VA
Permit #2 1

Canopy Coverage
PO Box 1200
Haymarket, VA 20168

F

11

2007
ll 20
aFl
al

Mark Your Calendars, MAC-ISA Tree Climbing Championship
April 14, 2012, Wheaton, MD

