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Annual Meeting in Morgantown
“Arboriculture: for the trees, for the people”

T

he MAC-ISA Annual Meeting in
Morgantown began on Sunday this
year with four pre-conference seminars
and a golf tournament. A cool and foggy
morning gave way to an even drearier
and rainy afternoon; but everyone
toughed it out. Field Day and general
sessions were held at the Erickson
Alumni Center. Field trips took attendees
who got their tickets in time in packed
vans to the WVU arboretum, as well as
other locations in Morgantown. Special
thanks to West Virginia University for
their support. With informative speakers,
delicious catered meals by Alumni
Center and the cool mountain air, the

meeting was success.
Joe McNeel, WVU, welcomed
everybody to Morgantown on Field
Day and Anne Cumming, the Annual
Meeting Chair, gave us a warm welcome
Tuesday morning to start the indoor
sessions. Excellent speakers, networking
and the trade show provided great
opportunities for learning. Without the
help of numerous volunteers, generous
cash donations from our sponsors and
contributors, the exhibitors and all who
attended, this meeting could not have
happened. A big thank you to everyone
that helped out! We hope you enjoy the
coverage throughout the issue.

Getting ready for field day sessions
* Pictures provided by Patrick Teague*

Mark your calendars for the 2011 Annual
Meeting
Oct. 2-4, 2011
Williamsburg, VA

Volunteer committees are forming now, call 703753-0499 or email macisa@hughes.net to get
involved.

Special Thanks to our 2010
Annual Meeting Sponsors
Appalachian Power Company
Asplundh Tree Expert Co.
Bartlett Tree Experts
Dominion Virginia Power
Land and Tree Solutions, LLC
Lewis Tree Service
Nelson Tree Service
The Care of Trees
US Forest Service - Northeastern Area
West Virginia University
Wolf Tree

The Annual Student Scholarship
Auction was a Huge Success

T

his year’s auction had about 50
items and brought in a total of
$1150. Special thanks to Julia Bartens,
student chair and the student scholarship recipients for organizing the
auction. Without all the great donations
there would not have been an auction, a
big thank you to all of the contributors;
Doug Petersen, Land and Tree

Solutions, was our major contributor.
Other items were donated by: Ineke
Dickman, Bonnie Deahl, Hugh Whitehead, Jeremy Baker, Ed Milhous, Julia
Flanagan, Mark Whetzel, Donna Murphy, Rebecca Feldberg, Jenny Gulick,
Carol Herwig, Lew Bloch and Julia
Bartens. Donations were made from
the following organizations: Arbor Tech
Supply, Mauget, City of Takoma Park
and Bandit Industries. Thank you to
everyone that purchased items.

Scenes from the 2010 MAC-ISA Annual Meeting
Pictures from the MAC-ISA Annual Meeting
Thanks to Patrick Teague for taking photos which can be viewed at www.patrickteague.smugmug.com.
Thanks also to Heather Finch for taking photos.

Buffet lunch on field day

Ride for Research

New Trends in Arboriculture
with James Earhart

Advanced Rigging with Scott Prophett

Letters of thanks
from Annual Meeting
Scholarship Recipients
Dear MAC-ISA Members,

I

am writing to express my gratitude
for the scholarship opportunity
that I was given to attend the annual
meeting of MAC-ISA in Morgantown,
WV. During the conference I was able
to meet a broad range of arborists
and explore a multitude of future
employment prospects. I enjoyed all
of the information sessions I was able
to attend. Perhaps my favorite session
was the Tree Pests and Diseases walk,
presented by Professor MacDonald
and Professor Park. The Morgantown
Area is beautiful, especially in the
fall. It was great to get out and learn
about diseases and stressors of plants,
a topic I’ve always had interests in.
While attending the conference I was
granted the opportunity to present

Pest Management Talk

Technical Tree Cutting and Felling
at WVU Research Forest

my graduate research, a project using
i-Tree Software to assess potential
impacts of emerald ash borer. This was
my first public speaking experience
outside the classroom. For me, this
was the most valuable experience of
the three day conference. I gained
confidence in my ability to speak to
an audience and explain projects I am
involved with in an informative manner.
I really appreciated the turnout for the
student presentations and relished the
opportunity to present to a relaxed and
interested audience. Many thanks to
the members of MAC-ISA. I hope to
see you all next year in Williamsburg.
Mason Patterson, Virginia Tech

Passing the Gavel

you for allowing me the chance to
learn about the latest and greatest in
tree research. This conference was a
delightful experience.”
Mindy Ruby, Virginia Tech

T

he MAC-ISA conference provided
me with an opportunity to network
with others, and I found the technical
sessions to provide information
applicable to my field of interest. The
“Banter with the Best” session gave
me insight into current issues and the
direction of the industry’s future. Thank
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MAC-ISA Election Results
On October 5th, at our annual meeting, our
new MAC-ISA Board of Directors were officially
installed. Todd Nedorostek is our new President.
Bonnie Deahl is our Vice President. New board
members elected to two year terms are: Lesley
Riddle and Luke McCall. Reelected for another 2
years were Robert Corletta and Chad Peevy. Stan
Wageman was also reelected and will fill the one
year term vacated by Bonnie Deahl. Continuing as
board members for their second year are: Wayne
Noll, Barbara White and Ric Wernicke. The first
official meeting of the board will be Nov. 17 at
their planning retreat.
Alan Jones, Election Chair

							

Submissions

We welcome submissions from our readers. Deadlines for receipt are January 15, April 15,
July 15 and October 15. Please send your submissions via e-mail to macisa@hughes.net or via
regular mail to our main office. All contributions are subject to editing for clarity and length.

We especially encourage you to send:

Letters to the editor • Notices of professional achievements of our members
• Educational events for our calendar • Synopsis of research or current practices •
Articles on arboriculture, management and other topics of interest to our readers •
Suggestions for regular features

Please call Nancy Herwig (703-753-0499) to discuss potential submissions in
advance.

Publication Schedule
Canopy Coverage is published 4 times a year.
Printed on recycled paper by Piedmont Press

Advertising Sales
Brian Pancoast, The Pancoast Concern
Phone: 585-924-4570 • E-mail: Brian@thepancoastconcern.com
Please contact Brian Pancoast about ad sizes and rates in Canopy Coverage.

Executive Committee

Todd Nedorostek, President
Bonnie Deahl, Vice President
Paul Martin, Treasurer
Randy Finn, Secretary
Todd Nelson, Past President
Steve Genua, ISA Council Representative

Directors

Robert Corletta, Term 2012 (DC)
Luke McCall, Term 2012 (VA)
Wayne Noll, Term 2011, (MD)
Chad Peevy, Term 2012, (VA)
Lesley Riddle, Term 2012 (MD)
Stan Wageman, Term 2011 (WV)
Ric Wernicke, Term 2011 (VA)
Barbara White, Term 2011 (VA)

Other Services

Certification Liaison: Stan Wageman
TREE Fund Liaison: Tom Armstrong
Webmaster: Jennifer Willoughby
Volunteer Coordinator: Melissa Poelling

Staff

Executive Director: Nancy Herwig
Administrative Assistant: Candance Teates
Communications Manager: Heather Finch
MAC-ISA Canopy Coverage 3
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President’s Message

I

t’s hard to believe that I have been serving on the MAC
board for the past 5 years, as in life, time moves at a swift
pace. In those years I have had an incredible opportunity
to work with a great group of people who allowed me
to grow over the years. I am therefore humbled by the
opportunity to serve as your next president.
I would be remiss if I did not start out by thanking
all those who took time out of their busy schedules
to volunteer and attend this year’s annual meeting in
Morgantown, WV, making it a great success. To all
members who attended, thank you. For those who were
not able to attend, I would like to take this opportunity to
expand on a bigger picture overview of what the board
will focus on over the next 2 years. As usual, the board
will continue to focus on our basic services. If not for the
dedicated work of volunteers, all MAC activities, including
the annual meeting, climbing competition and certification
testing, would not be possible. Our many volunteers put
aside their own schedules to provide a helping hand with
whatever task they are asked to do. I believe the core
strength of our organization is the variety of our members
and the vast skill sets they have. So, as the board meets
for our annual retreat, a strategic goal will be to leverage
the membership to support the key initiative of increasing
membership involvement. Events like the annual meeting
don’t just happen; it takes a good long year of planning
and organization. My challenge to you is quite simple; if
you would like to expand your professional and personal
relationships in our industry, please consider becoming
involved in any one of many committees and/or program
planning groups.

In the next month the board will be meeting for our
yearly retreat, and our plan is to review our stance as we
begin the second half of the 3-year strategic plan and set
a game plan for the 2011 season. I’m looking forward to
working with our new in-coming board, so let’s welcome
the 2011 board members: Bonnie Deahl - Vice President,
Paul Martin - Treasurer, Randy Finn - Secretary, Steve
Genua - ISA Council Representative, Todd Nelson - Past
President, as well as our directors: Wayne Noll, Chad
Peevy, Stan Wageman, Barbara White, Luke McCall,
Lesley Riddle, Ric Wernicke and Robert Corletta. With this
board we are positioned for success. As the board begins
its work on the strategic direction, I will keep you apprised
of the progress, and at times will reach out for your
support to help the board achieve the goals and initiatives
of 2011.
I have to say I have truly enjoyed the time I have
spent on the board over the last 5 years, it has enriched
my life personally and professionally. Along the way I
have established some great
relationships with people I would
not have known had I not taken
that leap and volunteered to be
on the board. I’m excited to begin
working with the board, executive
director, and you, the membership,
in creating a successful year in our
chapter.
Thank you,
Todd Nedorostek, President

Calendar Of Events
Nov. 5-6, Oxon Hill, MD - Maryland Forests
Association Annual Conference,
301-895-5369 or
www.mdforests.org/register.html

Dec. 17, Columbia, MD - Pest Management
Conference, 301-596-9413
2011

Feb. 7-8, Williamsburg, VA - Virginia
Association of Forest Health Professionals
Annual Meeting,
Jerry.Dieruf@alexandriava.gov

Nov. 11-13, Pittsburgh, PA - TCIA Expo,
603-314-5380 or www.tcia.org

Jan. 5-7, Baltimore, MD - MANTS - MidAtlantic Nursery Trade Show,
www.mants.com or 410-296-6959

Feb. 10-11, Linthicum, MD - Chesapeake
Green 2011 - A Horticulture Symposium,
www.chesapeakegreen.org or 410-823-8684

Nov. 15-19, Ellicott City, MD - Arborist
Training Course Sponsored by MAA, U of MD, Jan. 18-21, College Park, MD - Advanced
and Montgomery College, 410-321-8082 or Landscape Plant IPM PHC Short Course, 301www.mdarborist.com
405-3913 or
akoeiman@umd.edu
Nov. 19, Arlington, VA Sustainable Landscaping Workshop,
Jan. 19-20, Ellicot City, MD - MAA Winter
www.virginiagreen.org
Meeting, 410-321-8082,
www.mdarborist.com
Nov. 30-Dec. 2, Fredericksburg, VA Historic Tree Preservation Workshop, www.
Jan. 19-20, Annandale, VA - Green
ncptt.nps.gov/historic-tree-preservationIndustry Professional Seminar and Pesticide
workshop/
Recertification, www.greenindustryseminar.org
Dec. 7-9, Charlottesville, VA - MAC-ISA
Arborist Certification Course,
703-753-0499, www.mac-isa.org or
macisa@hughes.net

April 9 (rain date April 10), Arlington, VA MAC-ISA Tree Climbing Championship, 703753-0499, www.mac-isa.org or
macisa@hughes.net

Jan. 24-28, Virginia Beach, VA - Mid-Atlantic
Horticulture Short Course,
www.mahsc.org or 757-523-4734
2011 TCC site
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Certification News
MAC-ISA Winter Certification Course (24 CEUS)
December 7 – 9, 2010, 8:00 – 5:00
Virginia Department of Forestry Training Center
Charlottesville, VA
Help prepare for the ISA Arborist Certification Test or get
valuable CEUs
Instructor: Joe Murray
Limited space available, call or email today for a brochure:
703-753-0499 or macisa@hughes.net. Brochure also available at
www.mac-isa.org.
*Another course will be held in March in the metro D.C. area.

Upcoming Exams
Nov. 20, Richmond, VA - Tree Worker Specialist Exam, check in
time 8 a.m.
Jan. 28, Virginia Beach, VA - ISA Arborist Certification Test, time
TBA
May 6, 2011, Chesapeake, VA - ISA Arborist Certification Test,
check in time noon
Additional dates will be added.
To apply: www.isa-arbor.org/certification/

Safety &

Professionalism

Our basics. Your assurance of

a job well done.

Contact the following Nelson representative
to discuss your vegetation management needs:

Bob Turner, Jr. at 1-856-694-4100
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Academic News—Under the Canopy
Student Presentation
New Program Head at
Session at Annual Meeting Dabney S. Lancaster
a Success
Community College

S

tudent presentations at the
new student session at the
annual meeting included those of
undergraduate and graduate students
Mindy Ruby, Dustin Mays and Mason
Patterson. Presentations included
i-Tree Streets and its potential for
evaluating the effects of emerald ash
borer infestations in Virginia, the role
of vacant city lots in the movement
of potentially invasive woody plants
and phytoremediation capacities of
specific woody plants for heavy metal
and nutrient removal from urban
stormwater. Students also met with
MAC-ISA mentors during Monday
lunch. Thanks to the mentors for
volunteering their time. Special thanks
to Julia Bartens, Ph.D. Candidate at
Virginia Tech, for organizing this event.

those, a few competing in the student
competitions.
The other project we’re working on is
our bur oak fundraiser. Those members
who were at MAC-ISA when it was held
in Blacksburg, Virginia may remember the
rian Keiling is the new Program
club selling oak seedlings. The bur oak
Head in Forest Management
seedlings were propagated from the iconic
Technology at Dabney S. Lancaster
bur oak that sits in front of Burruss Hall on
Community College in Clifton Forge,
the Drillfield in the center of the Virginia Tech
Virginia. Brian is also President of
Keiling Forestry Consulting, Inc. in Mt. campus. Propagating and producing the bur
oaks has been going on for over five years
Hope, West Virginia and a graduate
now and has proven to be an excellent
of Virginia Tech. We look forward to
getting to know Brian in his new role. fundraiser for the club. We are now working
He can be reached at bkeiling@dslcc.edu. to rebuild our nursery stock. This past week
we collected this fall’s acorns and we will
Student Activities
soon be planting the acorns from last fall.
Hopefully, in a few short years we will have
he Urban Forestry and
presentable seedlings for sale again.
Arboriculture Student Society
(“the Urban Forestry Club”) at Virginia Andrew Benjamin, President (The Urban
Forestry Club is a student affiliate of MAC-ISA)
Tech has two main projects this
Dr. Susan D. Day at Virginia Tech edits “Under the Canopy”
semester. One is getting everyone
Canopy Coverage’s Academic News column. Please contact her
who is interested to the TCIA expo
with news about students, activities, programs, research, or
in Pittsburgh. We have a handful of
any other items of interest at sdd@vt.edu.
students planning on going and of

B

T

NEED TO GROW YOUR CEUs?
The 2011 Mid-Atlantic

Horticulture Short Course
January 24 - 27
Founders Inn & Spa • Virginia Beach, Virginia
Invited Speakers:

Dan Heims, Terra Nova Nurseries
Ed Gilman, Univ. of Florida, Urban Trees Professor
Mike Goatley, VT Turfgrass Specialist
Grady Miller, NCSU Turfgrass Specialist
Vincent Simeone, Wonders of the Winter Landscape
W. Gary Smith, ASLA, From Art to Landscape
Nicholas Staddon, Monrovia Nursery

CEUs offered:
ASLA, NC BoLA, VSLD, ISA, PLANET, Certified Horticulturist
& Nurseryman, GCSAA, Adv. Crew Mgr. & Crew Mgr.,
Pesticide in 10 states + DC, VA DCR Nutrient Manager

Only $95 per day

				

For schedules
and more
information,
visit mahsc.org
or call
(757) 523-4734

Major Sponsors:

The Virginia
Horticultural Foundation
a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit
organization
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Thousand Cankers Disease Discovered in
Eastern Tennessee

J

ust a week after State Agriculture Officials announced the
discovery of emerald ash borer in eastern Tennessee, the
presence of Thousand Cankers Disease in the same area was
confirmed. Thousand Cankers disease is caused by a fungus
which is spread by the walnut twig beetle. During the past
decade, unusual black walnut decline has occurred in western
states which lead to the discovery of this insect-disease complex.
The disease is usually fatal within three years of initial symptoms.
Unfortunately, effective controls have yet to be identified. Like
emerald ash borer, the most likely method of spread is the
movement of infested firewood. The Tennessee Department of
Agriculture plans to issue a quarantine in Knox County to prohibit
the movement of firewood and black walnut nursery stock, as well
as limit the movement of black walnut logs. Signs of Thousand
Cankers Disease include: initial yellowing and thinning of the
upper crown followed by death of progressively larger branches
and wilting of large areas of foliage. Until now, the disease had
not been found in areas of the country with native black walnut
populations; although it has severely impacted landscape trees
in the western U.S. It is of great concern that the disease has
now been found within the native range of black walnut. For
more information, visit: http://www.colostate.edu/Depts/bspm/
extension%20and%20outreach/thousand%20cankers.html.

Heather Finch, MAC-ISA
Editors note: Attend the Virginia Association of Forest Health Professional’s
(VAFHP) Annual Meeting in Williamsburg, VA – Feb. 7-8, 2011 to learn more about
this disease. Email Jerry.Dieruf@alexandriava.gov for more information.

reconn

2010
2010 ASCA Annual Conference

December 5–8, 2010 | Amelia Island Plantation | Amelia Island, Florida
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Annual Meeting Thanks
Special thanks to the
Annual Meeting Planning
Committee
Chair - Anne Cumming
Program Committee – Alan Jones (Chair),
Tina MacIntyre, Luke McCall, Donna
Murphy, Larry Campbell
Field Day – Dan Brown
Logistics – Sue Dimmick and Donna
Murphy (Co-Chairs), Courtney Altizer
Students – Julia Bartens
Exhibits – Barbara White and David
Barnett
Audio Visual – Patrick Teague (Chair),
Kyle Ewing, Peter Girardi and Jason
Heizer
Golf Tournament – Wayne Noll
Ride for Research – Gary Mallow
A big thank you to all the other volunteer
support that made this meeting possible!

ect

Annual Meeting Thanks to our Exhibitors
ACRT				Kevin Jones		330-945-7500
Airspade 			
Rick Sweet		
413-594-4400
American Arborist Supplies
Dave Francis		
800-441-8381
Arbor Tech Supply		
Mike Wintermyer
540-439-9038
Asplundh Tree Experts
Mike Wolford		
301-689-1350
Bandit Industries		
Joe Deriscavage
800-952-0178
Davey Tree Expert Company
Chris Klimas		
800-828-8312
Dow AgroSciences
Sam Quattrocchi
443 831 2440
Forestry Equipment of VA
Philip Reidenbach
434-851-2929
JJ Mauget Company		
Jim Rollins		
419-360-1189
MAC-ISA Books		
Kevin Sigmon		
703-753-0499
Nelson Tree Service		
Gail Gabor		
440-243-3333
Rainbow Treecare Scientific
Stephan Carbonara
877-272-6447
The Piedmont Group		
Lynne Perry		
301-865-6411
TREE Fund
Mary Dicarlo
630-369-8300
Wolf Tree			Mark Calko		865-687-3400
Thank you to Forestry Equipment of Virginia for donating the prizes for the Vendor
passport activity.

recharge

results

Reconnect and recharge for the best results of your career at the 2010 ASCA Annual Conference!
Reconnect with the finest in arboriculture, the American Society of Consulting Arborists and other
outstanding professionals like yourself, December 5–8 in beautiful Amelia Island, just minutes from
Jacksonville, Florida. The energy, connections, inspiration and views you’ll encounter will help you refresh
your skills, learn new ones and recharge your commitment to achieve more as a Consulting Arborist!

Go to www.asca-consultants.org/conferences.html for updates and registration info!

Co-sponsored by the
Florida Chapter ISA
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International News
ISA Update

C

ongratulations to James Earhart and
Karissa Mechler, who competed
at the 2010 International Tree Climbing
Championship in Chicago. James won
the Spirit of the Competition Award.
Way to go James!

TREE Fund Update
TREE Fund Golf Tournament

S

ixteen golfers signed up to play at
the Pines country club golf course.
The day was overcast and rain was
threatening. After lunch the foursomes
teed off. Prizes were awarded to the
winning team of Wayne Noll, Don
Zimar and Andrew Davis with a score
of 5 under par in the rain. Prizes for
long drive and closest to the pin were
awarded to Pogo Sherwood, Dave
Kunz, Kevin Sigmon and John Lloyd.
The net profit of $720 will be sent to the
TREE Fund. Thanks to everyone who
participated.
2010 Tour des Trees report

T

hree riders from MAC-ISA
participated in the tour this past
July, Steve Parker, Phil Baker and Tom
Armstrong. It was a very challenging
tour with long daily distances. Highlights
of the tour included a private piano
concert by Chuck Leavell. Chuck has
played keyboard for such artists as
Eric Clapton, The Allman Brothers
and currently plays with The Rolling
Stones. We had dinner one evening at
a world renowned Japanese Garden in
rural Illinois. We had a great dinner our
last night at The Morton Arboretum in
Chicago. The Tour raised over $400,000
for the Tree Fund. The title sponsor
of the 2010 tour was Stihl, other top
sponsors included Bartlett Tree Experts,
Asplundh, Kask Helmets, Davey Tree
Experts, Wright Tree Experts, Rainbow
Tree Care and Ameren Illinois Utilities.
Thanks to these sponsors as well as
numerous others. The entire cost of
the tour was covered by corporate
sponsorships. Every dollar raised by
the riders is going directly to the TREE
Fund.

2010 Gala Auction

T

he MAC-ISA organized a Virginia
Hunt Country Get-Away Package as
our contribution to the Gala Auction. The
package included a five night stay at
The Grey Horse Inn, a beautiful historic
Bed and Breakfast in The Plains, VA.
Also included in the package were three
$100 gift certificates for dinner at some
of the top restaurants in Fauquier and
Rappahannock Counties, along with
a half day ride along Skyline Drive, a
half day wine tasting tour at four local
award winning wineries and a half day
tour of the some of the Hunt Country’s
finest estates including Kinloch Estate,
Byrnley Farm (the Robert Duvall estate),
Stonehall Farm (the Mars Family estate),
Heronwood Farm and Lazy Lane
Farm. The winning bidders were Beth
Buchanon and her husband Bob Heath.
The package went for around $3000. All
of which went to the TREE Fund.
2011 Tour des Trees

B

your calendars now and start training
to ride the 2011 Stihl Tour des Trees.
Unofficially, the tour will be named the
VA2DC Tour. If you have any questions,
please call or email me at 540-229-8507
or tarmstrong@bartlett.com.
2011 Gala Auction

T

he 2011 Gala Auction will be held in
Savannah, Georgia on February 20th
at the North American Tree Conference.
I desperately need help with developing
an auction item or package. Things that
bring the most money are unique travel
packages and handcrafted items made
of wood such as musical instruments,
chests, etc. Please help our chapter
develop an auction item that will raise
even more money for the Tree Fund than
our 2010 Hunt Country Package.
Tom Armstrong
Editor’s note: Special thanks to Tom for his huge
efforts in raising money during the 2010 Tour des
Trees and for pulling together the Gala Auction
package. Thanks also to Bartlett Tree Experts for
their support of the auction package.

ecause the ISA Annual Conference
is in Austrailia in 2011, an alternate
plan has emerged for a
stateside Tour des Trees
ride. The 2011 tour will
be linked to the MACISA Annual Meeting in
Williamsburg,VA. The Tour
will again be sponsored
by Stihl and will include an
opening dinner and tour of
the Stihl Factory in Virginia
Beach, a one day Ride for
Research in the Virginia
Beach area, ending with
a ride into the MAC-ISA
Annual Meeting Field Day
and dinner at the MACVALUE 250
ISA Meeting. The tour will
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY
then proceed to Richmond,
PRICE $
Charlottesville, Staunton,
Front Royal and finish in
Washington DC. The dates
FOR A LIMITED TIME
for the tour are October
2-8, 2011. We have a
with promo code: ISAV250
great opportunity to really
increase the number of
MAC-ISA riders in the 2011
tour. There will never be a
GET YOURS ONLINE, BY PHONE OR AT A PARTICIPATING Vermeer DEALER
tour more convenient for
us to participate in. Mark

24

95

SherrillTree.com
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Safety Column
Safety Message

O

ne of the strategies the MAC-ISA
board developed to support the
new mission statement, “to promote
a culture of safety while fostering
education and research that supports
the care and benefits of trees,” was the
establishment of a safety committee.
The Board wants to increase the focus
on safety within our chapter; and as an
organization of tree professionals, we
have many opportunities to advocate for
safety.
The new safety committee is
comprised of the following MAC ISA
members: Wayne Noll, Dan Landry, Rich
Godwin, Dave Booth and myself.
Initially, our objectives are to include
a safety message in each issue of
Canopy Coverage and to sponsor an
annual “Safety Day” to provide training,
particularly for production personnel. As
a committee, we welcome any ideas to
help us lead with safety.
We all recognize the inherent risks
involved with tree care; based on
information reported by TCIA, there
were 71 fatalities related to tree work
in 2009. The median age was 37, the
oldest was 65 and the youngest was
15. The 15 year old was the nephew of
a tree company owner in VA and went
through a chipper last November. These
numbers average out to 6 fatalities
per month, more than 1 per week. At
this year’s MAC-ISA annual meeting in
Morgantown, I heard the figure of 1 tree
worker fatality every 3.4 days.
When was the last time you reviewed
your contract for life? Do you not
realize there is an expiration date, a
date when your contract for life expires?
The 71 tree workers that lost their life at
work, did they leave home that morning
thinking their contract for life was
going to expire that day? Someone,
somewhere expected each of the 71
to return home safe at day’s end. What
happens when you fall behind on your
truck payments; usually you receive
a visit from the repo man for violating
your contract. Are we not inviting a
visit from the grim reaper with careless
attitudes and unsafe work practices?
With the lowest interest rates available
in our lifetime, have you not considered

refinancing to better the terms of your
home mortgage? It’s about choices;
every day we make choices that have
a positive or negative impact on our
quality of life and the quality of life
of others, particularly our families.
How about negotiating better terms
for your contract with life? Safety in
the Workplace is one strategy to help
extend the terms of your contract for
life. Is there any job, any urgency that
truly has more value than life? Make
smart choices out there, work safe and
may your contract for life bear fruition
for the life of your contract.
Strive to Be Safe,
Rob Springer

MAC-ISA Promotes the
Culture of Safety

I

n 2010, the Mid-Atlantic Chapter
of The International Society of
Arboriculture did refine its mission
statement to include safety “Our new
mission is to promote a culture of safety
while fostering education and research
that supports the care and benefits of
trees”.
By promoting a culture of safety up
front in the mission statement, MACISA puts emphasis on the application
and practice of safety in arboriculture.
Does your arboriculture service promote
safety training? Do you apply and
practice safety on a regular basis?
Do you apply arboricultural safety
practices?

One way to promote a culture
of safety in arboricultural work
environments would be to refer to
ANSI Z133.1-2006, American National
Standard for Arboricultural Operations
– Safety Requirements. Originally
approved as an American National
Standard in 1972, the Z, as it may be
referred to, is the ideal arboricultural
safety training reference to assist in the
promotion of a culture of safety. Some
of this standard has been adopted by
OSHA. The Z has been reviewed and
revised by committee six times since
1972.
In professional organizations where
tree work is common and employee
safety is valued, we should hear
statements from trainers and managers
such as, “Arboricultural professionals
shall posses and be familiar with the
most recent revision of the Z.” Purchase
your copy from MAC-ISA today.
Ric Wernicke

Several sessions at the Annual Meeting focused on safety. Photos provided by Patrick Teague.
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Member News
MAC-ISA Gold Leaf
Awards

D

uring the MAC-ISA 2010 Annual
Meeting the following awards were
announced:
West Virginia
Fred Williams was recognized for his
work in initiating numerous community
tree planting projects in the Summersville, West Virginia community, including
the largest Municipal Tree Restoration
Program planting ever in the state.
Scott Rheam and the Veterans
Administration Medical Center (VAMC)
were recognized for a tree planting and
maintenance program on the grounds of
this federal facility. This project, initiated by Scott Rheam, who accepted the
award, involved both staff and patients
in beautifying the VAMC grounds.
Maryland
The City of Rockville recently concluded a ten-year process to redesign
College Gardens Park, expanding the
farm pond into a functional stormwater
management facility and completely
renovating the park features. Although
the original objective was stream quality
enhancement, the City expanded its
goals to encompass community involvement, recreation improvements and
neighborhood beautification. Wayne
Noll, MAC-ISA member and city forester, played a key role in the project.
Wayne accepted the award on behalf of
Rockville.
Washington, D.C.
Rob Defoe, Retiring Chief Horticulturist with the National Park Service,
was honored for an award based on a
lifetime of service in horticulture in the
nation’s capitol on National Park Service properties. Rob is well-known for
his work on the annual Cherry Blossom
Festival.
Mike Galvin, former MAC-ISA
President, was recognized for his work
on the D.C. Tree Report Card. The Tree
Report Card is a revolutionary new way
of looking at urban forests and urban
forest management in a major U.S. city

and is the first metropolitan tree report
of its kind in the U.S. Mike was presented with the award at the MAC-ISA
annual meeting.
The In-House Crew for the District
Department of Transportation Urban
Forestry Administration (UFA) proved
its capacity to organize and enthusiastically execute an engaging and educational event for children at UFA’s 2010
Arbor Day celebration. To the delight
of enthralled first through eighth grade
students at John S. Burroughs Educational Campus in Northeast Washington,
crew members conducted chainsaw,
tree climbing, and bucket truck demonstrations overhead, as well as posed for
pictures and talked with students about
their careers. In an underserved neighborhood of this nature, it is invaluable
to have such an amiable, skilled and
enthusiastic field crew expose students
to exciting career opportunities in urban
forestry they would probably otherwise
not know exist. They are managed by
Joey Perez, Supervisory Forester.
The Friends of the National Arboretum’s Nature Explorer Classroom
provides District of
Columbia youth various
opportunities to engage
firsthand with nature
and farming inside
Washington, DC. The
National Arboretum,
Friends of the National
Arboretum, District Department of Transportation Urban Forestry
Administration (UFA),
the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (COG) and
Seneca Creek Joinery
recently collaborated on
a project at the National
Arboretum to expand
youth’s understanding
of urban trees.

enhance 2.5 miles of nature trail that
serves as a valuable educational and
recreational resource to the residents
of Chesapeake. In addition, volunteers
and partner organizations developed a
riparian buffer educational signage project at the arboretum. The award was
presented to the Mayor of Chesapeake
and Chesapeake Arboretum Board
members on October 23rd.
Pat Day was recognized for a lifetime
of landscape beautification activities in
cooperation with the Chesapeake Environmental Improvement Council (CEIC).
Pat contributed over 30 years of service
to this organization and was recently
honored by the City.
The Chesapeake Arbor Day Teams
are mobilized in Chesapeake Virginia
each Arbor Day and plant hundreds of
landscape size trees in a variety of locations around the City.
Paul Revell

Virginia
The Chesapeake
Arboretum mobilized
several partner organizations and volunteers to complete a
native tree ID walk and
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Member News Highlights
Member Profile: James Earhart

I

began my life with trees in Fredericksburg, Virginia, by climbing
trees as a teenager. Some of my
friends at that time had climbing
gear, and after trying climbing, I
was hooked! I worked for a number of companies; Fredericksburg
Tree Care, AAA Tree Care and
eventually Bartlett Tree Experts
from 2006-2009 doing climbing/
tree care work.
The competitive tree climbing field got my attention and I
competed in my first competition
at the 2005 MAC-ISA Tree Climbing Championship in Fredericksburg, Va. After that I continued
to compete and placed nicely in
various competitions, winning the
2008 and 2010 MAC-ISA Climbing
Championships. I placed nicely
in the 2008 and 2010 ISA International Tree Climbing Competitions
as well. I also won the ISA Spirit
of Competition Award at the 2010
ITCC.
I obtained the Certified Tree
Worker/Climber Specialist designation several years ago. I love
working with lines, ropes and
working on technique. I currently
own my own tree care business,
ArborCare, Inc., in the Fredericksburg and Tappanhannock area of
Va.

Editors note: James presented at the 2010
Annual Meeting and received excellent
reviews.

Congratulations to the 2010
Chapter Awards Recipients

D

uring the awards ceremony at the
2010 MAC-ISA Annual Meeting in
Morgantown, WVA, outgoing President
Todd Nelson presented the following
awards recognizing outstanding dedication and service to the Chapter. Here
are his remarks:

President’s Citation:
Stan Wageman: In his role as the Chapter’s Certification Liaison and as a board
member, Stan is one of the most traveled board members. Since December
2007, Stan has traveled round trip from
Charleston WV to Blacksburg (twice),
Gaithersburg, Weyers Cave, Ocean City,
and Warrenton (three times) to attend
Chapter board and annual meetings,
logging in an outstanding estimate of
over 4,600 miles. It is with great pleasure to present Stan with the 2010
MAC-ISA President’s Citation to acknowledge his dedication and to thank
him both personally and professionally
for making the tough decision to spend
over 78 hours on the road to fulfill his
responsibilities to the Chapter.

Volunteer of the Year:
Anne Cumming: For her roles as board
retreat facilitator and 2010 Annual
Meeting Chair. I’d like to thank you for
taking time out of your schedule and
away from your home, family, and office,
spending two days with the Board, to
facilitate the planning retreat, by presenting you with the 2010 MAC-ISA
Volunteer of the Year Award, for your
contributions to the success of the
Chapter through your volunteer service.
I wouldn’t be able to stand here today
to share the Chapter’s accomplishments
without your guidance, advice, leadership, and more importantly your professionalism. You set the tone for a very
successful year. Thank you, Anne.

Awards of Merit:

Patrick Teague: For volunteering his
time as the audio/visual chair at various

* photos by Patrick Teague*

Anne Cumming

							

Patrick Teague

Chapter functions over the years and
for documenting Chapter events and
accomplishments through his photography.
Jerry Langham: For his volunteer work
as the 2010 TCC Chair. Jerry worked
closely with the Maryland National
Capital Park and Planning Commision,
who hosted the event, and staff at the
Mounted Police Enterprise Station, to
put together a championship of over 55
volunteers, including a dedicated team
of judges organized by head judges
Steve Castrogiovanni, 11 major sponsors, 10 exhibitors, and 35 competitors
representing 15 different companies.
Tim Shive: For creating a long-term
solution for a healthy streetscape for
the Patterson Park and McElderry Park
communities in East Baltimore, MD.
Mr. Shive’s community enhancement
project, the right trees for the right site,
created a sustainable sense of community that rallied around the care of these
community trees.

Certificates of Appreciation
Steve Castrogiovanni: For his volunteer
work as the 2010 TCC Head Judge
CJ Lammers: For her volunteer work as
the 2010 TCC Logistics Chair
Rich Godwin: For his volunteer work as
the 2010 TCC Head Safety Technician
Tyler Balderson: For his volunteer work
as the 2010 TCC Sponsorship/Exhibitor
Chair
Rob Allen: who has completed his
Board term and deserves special
recognition for balancing his two-year
commitment and responsibilities to the
Chapter with his respective professional
career. Rob has graciously chaired
numerous Chapter committees including the TCC and Annual Meeting. Rob
routinely went above and beyond his
duties and responsibilities, evident when
he accepted the position of the Board’s
Professional Development Committee
Chair, and you always knew he treated
the Chapter with respect and professionalism.
Todd Nelson, Past President

Stan Wageman

Rob Allen
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Mark Your Calendars, MAC-ISA Tree Climbing Championship
April 9, 2011, Arlington VA

