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dedicated to practicing professionals in arboriculture and urban forestry in the chapter

Chapter champs do MAC-ISA proud at ITCC

T

he 2007 MAC-ISA tree
climbing champions,
Melissa Lawler and Mike
Cotter, did a great job of representing the chapter at the International Tree Climbing Championship in July. Melissa won second
place in the throwline and came in
10th out of 19 women. Mike placed
12th out of 37 men. Great job!
Full results are at: http://itcc.
isa-arbor.com/results/Results.asp.

Mark your calendars!
2008 MAC-ISA
Tree Climbing Championship
April 12, 2008
Johnsons Park,
Gaithersburg, MD
Volunteers needed;
call 703-753-0499 or e-mail to
macisa@hughes.net

Election results – Meet your board of directors & ofﬁcers
By Phil Ross
ongratulations to MACISA’s new board members
and incoming ofﬁcers.
Our president for the upcoming year is John Smithmeyer,
assistant division manager for the
Mid-Atlantic Division of Bartlett
Tree Experts and a board-certiﬁed
Master Arborist.
President-elect, slated to take
the helm in 2009, is Alan Jones,
VP/district manager for Bartlett
Tree Experts in Charlottesville,
VA, who is also on the board of
directors of the American Society
of Consulting Arborists and is a
Registered Consulting Arborist
and Certiﬁed Arborist.
Incoming vice president is
Todd Nelson, urban forester for
the County of Fairfax, VA, who is a
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Registered Consulting Arborist and
Certiﬁed Arborist.
New board members elected
to two-year terms are:
• Bonnie Deahl, arborist representative, The Care of Trees; also
chair of a local tree commission
and a Certiﬁed Arborist.
• Bob Mead, owner and president, Mead Tree & Turf Care, Inc.;
board member and past president
of the Maryland Arborist Association; and a Certiﬁed Arborist.
Re-elected are:
• CJ Lammers, supervisor,
Environmental Planning Section, Prince George’s County,
Maryland-National Capital Park
and Planning Commission, and a
Certiﬁed Arborist.
• Jessica Strother, urban
forester, Fairfax County Urban

Forest Management Division, and
a Certiﬁed Arborist.
Many thanks to Keith Forry,
Larry Kirk, Stan Wageman and
Ric Wernicke for participating
in the 2007 election. Even though
they were not elected to serve on
the board of directors, they served
our chapter by volunteering.
Thanks also to those continuing their service: Paul Martin,
past president; Paul Foster, treasurer; Todd Nedorostek, secretary; Don Blair, international rep;
Scott Diffenderfer; Jack Erwin;
and Julia Flanagan; and Keith
Forry, who has graciously stepped
forward to serve the remaining
year of Roger Huff’s term. We bid
Roger “farewell” after many years
of service to our chapter; he is
retiring and moving to New York.
MAC-ISA Canopy Coverage/1

Executive Committee
John Smithmyer, President
Alan Jones, President-elect
Todd Nelson, Vice President
Paul Foster, Treasurer
Todd Nedorostek, Secretary
Paul Martin, Past President
Don Blair, International Representative

Directors
Bonnie Deahl, Term 09 (VA)
Scott Diffenderfer, Term 08 (MD)
Jack Erwin, Term 08 (VA)
Julia Flanagan, Term 08 (VA)
Keith Forry, Term 08 (VA)
CJ Lammers, Term 09 (MD)
Bob Mead, Term 09 (MD)
Jessica Strother, Term 09 (VA)

Other Services
Certiﬁcation Liaison: Stan Wageman
TREE Fund Liaison: Tom Armstrong
Webmaster: Jennifer Willoughby

Staff
Executive Director: Nancy Herwig
Administrative Assistant: Candance Teates

Canopy Coverage
A publication of the
Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the International Society of Arboriculture
PO Box 1200
Haymarket, VA 20168
Phone: 703-753-0499 • Fax: 703-753-0869
E-mail: macisa@hughes.net • Website: http://www.mac-isa.org
Newsletter Committee
Susan D. Day, Nancy Herwig, Jessica Strother, Beth Richardson
Production & Design
Ruth E. Thaler-Carter, Editor
Submissions
We welcome submissions from our readers. Deadlines for receipt are January 15, April 15,
July 15 and October 15. Please send your submissions via e-mail to macisa@hughes.net or via
regular mail to our main ofﬁce. All contributions are subject to editing for clarity and length.
We especially encourage you to send:
Letters to the editor • Notices of professional achievements of our members
• Educational events for our calendar • Synopses of research or current practices •
Articles on arboriculture, management and other topics of interest to our readers •
Suggestions for regular features

Please call Nancy Herwig (703-753-0499) to discuss potential submissions in advance.
Publication Schedule
Canopy Coverage is published 4 times a year.
Printed on recycled paper.
Advertising Sales
Brian Pancoast, The Pancoast Concern
Phone: 585-924-4570 • E-mail: Brian@thepancoastconcern.com
Please contact Brian Pancoast about ad sizes and rates in Canopy Coverage.

2/MAC-ISA Canopy Coverage

TREE Fund update
By Tom Armstrong, Liaison
AC-ISA has been very
active in supporting the
TREE Fund this past
quarter. I would personally like to
thank the following members for
their fund raising efforts.
• MAC-ISA riders in the 2007
Tour des Trees “The Shade Crusade,” Sacramento, CA, to San
Jose, CA: Steve Parker, Phil Baker
and Tom Armstrong were part of
a group of 85 cyclists who collectively raised $400,000 for the
TREE Fund.
• 2007 Gala Auction ISA
Annual Conference in Hawaii
— A big “thank you” goes out to
Don Blair for offering the use of a
condominium near Williamsburg,
VA, for a one-week getaway package, an auction item that raised
$1,400 for the TREE Fund.
• Participants in the MACISA Golf Tournament, Hagerstown, MD — On Sunday, Sept.
30, four teams played at Black
Rock Golf Course, with proceeds
beneﬁting the TREE Fund: Team
1 – Pogo Sherwood, Andrew
Davis, Bill O’Neill, Dave Kunz;
Team 2 – Don Zimar, Wayne Noll,
Jamey Powell, Elise Cary; Team
3 – Ed Hall, Ben Tresselt III,
Noble Atkins, Tom Armstrong;
Team 4 – Tyler Balderson, Jerry
Langham, Neil Langham.
Team 1 and 4 tied at the end of
18 holes with a score of 10 under
par. Team 4 took the play-off hole
to win the tournament.
Closest shot to hole on hole 2:
Ed Hall, with a shot landing 17’
Continued on page 7
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President’s message

Fall brings good news, new energy to MAC-ISA
By John Smithmyer
Dear members,
all is suddenly upon us! We
all have wonderful, unique
opportunities to connect
with the outdoors within our professions. With each change in season, we are afforded the chance to
learn and re-learn esthetic plant
presentation. When the foliage
changes to fall color, we relive
the revelation of forgotten branch
structure and bark cover.
MAC-ISA goes through
similar changes. Each fall, we can
reﬂect on our Annual Meeting,
revel in our successes and expand
on opportunities for improvement. Our Annual Meeting this
year was a huge success. With
more than 300 in attendance, we
eclipsed one-quarter of the attendance at the International meet-
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ing. After last year’s fantastic ﬁeld
day in Virginia Beach, I was skeptical of whether we could pull
off a repeat, but Scott Diffenderfer, with a great committee, the
generous support of WMREC and
MAC-ISA staff support, pulled
off a great day! The following two
days of seminars were exciting
and ﬁlled with great speakers.
Our next annual challenge will be
to coach you-all to come to Blacksburg next year. We look forward
to that invitation.
With the beginning of a new
presidency at MAC-ISA, I am
tasked with helping to guide an already-successful chapter. We have
major commitments to fulﬁll.
One of the largest challenges
we face, as a chapter, is to gain
enough volunteers to support our

commitments. During the Annual
Meeting, we solicited volunteers
from our group of 300 attendees.
We received about 25 responses
back from our volunteer drive. We
would like to thank the members
who signed up. If you were overlooked or were not able to attend
the Annual Meeting and would
like to help our chapter, please
take the time to contact me directly (jsmithmyer@bartlett.com).
Our mission is to support
education and research within arboriculture. We are a not-for-proﬁt
and serve our members. If we can
assist you in any way through our
mission, please contact our ofﬁce.
Encourage other arborists to join
MAC-ISA. We can better represent
your values and expectations as a
unit than as individuals.
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Chapter honors outstanding service

By Paul Martin
uring lunchtime ceremonies at the MAC-ISA 2007
Annual Meeting, outgoing
President Paul Martin presented
the following awards.
Award of Merit — recognizing outstanding or meritorious
service in advancing the principles, ideals and practices of
arboriculture; granted only to
members of the Mid-Atlantic
Chapter of the ISA — to:
• Rob Springer, for his many
years of dedication to the Tree
Climbing Championship as head
judge. Head judge is one of the
more difﬁcult jobs within the
TCC, and Rob has done an outstanding job.
• Jennifer Willoughby, for
serving as our new webmaster;
she has put many hours into getting our website redesigned. She
has done a wonderful job of keeping the site up to date.

D

• Phil Ross — for his dedication as a member of the MAC-ISA
board who always goes the extra
mile (literally, since he lives in
West Virginia) to get the job done.
• Patrick Teague, for his service as the ofﬁcial MAC-ISA photographer and audio-visual chair
for the last two annual meetings;
he is doing a great job behind the
scenes and you can ﬁnd his photographs on his website.
Volunteer of the Year — recognizing a Mid-Atlantic Chapter
member who has made signiﬁcant
contributions to the success of the
chapter through volunteer service
— to:
Hugh Whitehead, who has
been our Tree Climbing Championship chairman for a number of
years. We have been fortunate to
have his leadership in this important event. The TCC, under his
leadership, has been very professional; he has done a great job.

2007 Gold Leaf Awards presented

D

uring the Annual Meeting,
the following Gold Leaf
Awards were announced.

Maryland —
Arbor Day Award: Baltimore
City; Landscape Beautiﬁcation/
Outstanding Project Award: Prince
George’s County (Gorgeous
Prince George’s Day event)

Virginia —
Arbor Day Awards: City of
Chesapeake, Reston Association;
Landscape Beautiﬁcation/
Outstanding Project Awards: Fairfax
Fall 2007

President’s Citation — presented solely at the discretion of
the Mid-Atlantic Chapter president to recognize outstanding
achievement by an individual
during the president’s term — to:
Ed Milhous, who has been
one of the most hard-working and
dedicated members of the MidAtlantic Chapter. He served as
chapter treasurer for many years
and then did an outstanding job
as president, but he didn’t stop
serving when he stepped down
from the board. He has been a major force in organizing and planning the new Species Rating Guide
as chair of the Species Rating
Guide Committee, as well as in
coordinating the ﬁnancial support
and distribution of the Guide.
Each recipient received a personalized, framed print with an
arboricultural theme.
All photos on this page
by Patrick Teague.

County Tree Commission, Tree
Action Plan Workgroup (both for
work on the Fairfax County Tree
Action Plan)

West Virginia —
Landscape Beautiﬁcation/
Outstanding Project Awards: Town
of Mooreﬁeld (community treeplanting projects), Charles Town
Tree Board (community treeplanting projects)
Representatives from Maryland and West Virginia accepted
their awards at the meeting. The
others will be presented at a local
venue.
MAC-ISA Canopy Coverage/5
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Member news
• Congratulations to Jeff
Smith on receiving the ISA Utility Arborist Association Lifetime
Achievement Award. Smith has
served as chapter president and
was our International Representative for 14 years. He has worked
in the utility arboriculture ﬁeld
for 35 years and has been a leader
in his company and our industry.
He started his career in Norfolk,
VA, with VEPCO and is currently
a system regional forester for
Dominion Virginia Power. He is
a Certiﬁed Arborist and Utility
Specialist, and has served as the
utility arborist representative on
the A300 Pruning Standards committee for 17 years. He has served
on the boards of directors of the
Utility Arborist and Virginia Professional Horticulture Conference.
• Steve Genua has been elected to serve on the North American Electric Reliability Council
(NERC) Vegetation Management
Standards Drafting Team, which
has adopted this premise: “It is
our job to increase reliability in
North America.”
• Scott Diffenderfer, a past
president of MAC-ISA and past
editor of the chapter newsletter, has joined Rainbow Treecare
Scientiﬁc Advancements (RTSA)
as Territory Manager for the MidAtlantic Region, working with arborists and companies throughout
the DC area, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, West Virginia and
Virginia. He brings more than 30
years of arboricultural experience
to his new position. He was in
the ﬁrst group of arborists in the
country to obtain the distinction
of board-certiﬁed Master Arborist,
and is also a Certiﬁed Professional
Horticulturist, Licensed Tree
Expert and Registered Consulting
Arborist through the American
Society of Consulting Arborists.
Diffenderfer has worked with
several tree-care companies, inFall 2007

cluding Antietam Tree Service, ArborCare, Inc., Bartlett Tree Experts
and The Care of Trees. He earned
his BS in Forest Resource Management at West Virginia University.
• MAC-ISA has lost one of its
valued members. Olen Joseph
Sharron died on August 29, 2007.
He was born on December 8, 1942,
in Plattsburgh, NY. He earned an
associate’s degree in agricultural
studies from State University of
New York at Canton in 1963 and
enjoyed a 30-year career with the
U.S. Department of Agriculture, including 21 years as a State Conservation Program specialist in Syracuse, NY, and three years at USDA
headquarters in Washington, DC.
Sharron retired from the
federal government in 1997, but

trained himself and became a
Certiﬁed Arborist. In 1998, he
established IV Tree Care, to treat
trees for disease and infestation
through systemic injections. After
he and his wife Becky moved to
Pearisburg, VA, he specialized
in treating hemlocks across the
region that were threatened by
the hemlock woolly adelgid. He
saved hundreds of healthy hemlocks in Southwest Virginia with
this technique.
In lieu of ﬂowers, donations
may be made to the “Save a
Hemlock” program of the Nature
Conservancy at Mountain Lake,
or to Preferred Hospice, Inc. of
Pulaski, VA. Condolences may be
sent to the family at givensfuneralhomecom.

Member proﬁle

Jeremy Hager

I

am from Reston, VA, and graduated from Virginia Tech University
in 2002 with a degree in forestry. I have been employed with Bartlett
Tree Care in Springﬁeld, VA, for the past ﬁve years and am currently
an arborist sales representative. I have volunteered with MAC-ISA to
help with the Tree Climbing Championships in 2003 and 2004. I really
enjoy the tree climbing!
Some of the most interesting aspects for me in the ﬁeld of arboriculture include the comprehensive and total plant healthcare focus on trees
and plants. Bartlett’s research facility has also been a positive thing to
learn from.

TREE Fund, continued
4” from the hole. Closest shot to
hole, on hole 15: Tyler Balderson,
at 13’ 6” from the hole. Longest
drive, on hole 9: Tyler Balderson.
Special thanks to our Golf Tournament prize sponsor, Don Blair, Sierra Moreno Mercantile; to Randy
Finn, for coordinating the event;
and to all of the players for helping
raise money for research.
Thanks in part to the efforts of
these individuals, the TREE Fund
awarded $150,000 in research grants
and scholarships this year.
That’s the good news. The bad
news is the fund received requests
for $750,000 in research funding.

That means a lot of good projects
won’t get funded this year. I said
it last year and I will repeat it this
year: The best way for our chapter
to improve our ﬁnancial support
of the work of the TREE Fund is
to have more chapter participation in events such as the Tour des
Trees and our golf tournament.
The 2008 Tour des Trees will
be held the July 21–27, starting
at the Motor Speedway in Indianapolis and ending 500 miles later
in St. Louis. For more information about participating, contact
Tom Armstrong at tarmstrong@
bartlett.com.
MAC-ISA Canopy Coverage/7

Certiﬁcation news
New Certiﬁcation liaison

Stan Wageman has volunteered to be MAC-ISA’s new
Certiﬁcation liaison. He has
worked with the Appalachian
Power Company in Charleston,
WV, as a utility forester since 1992,
and is a member of the UAA and
West Virginia Vegetation Management Association, as well as local
tree boards in the Charleston,
WV, area. He has been a Certiﬁed
Arborist since 1998 and a licensed
pesticide applicator since 1992,
and is also a ISA test proctor.
Although Wageman just ﬁlled
the position at the end of September, he has already held a committee meeting at the chapter’s
Annual Meeting and attended the
ISA Certiﬁcation liaison meeting
in Chicago in October. We are
very pleased that he has taken on
this important role.
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A Certiﬁcation Committee
assists the Certiﬁcation liaison
with the many tasks assigned to
this position. Additional members
are needed. Contact MAC-ISA if
you would like to help out.

March 14, 2008
Germantown, MD
Exam check-in time: 9:30 a.m.

Upcoming tests
and courses
Dec. 4–6, 2007
Certiﬁcation Course
Charlottesville, VA
Jan. 17, 2008
Turf Valley Inn
Ellicott City, MD
Exam check in-time: 1:30 p.m.
Feb. 1, 2008
Virginia Beach, VA
Exam check-in time: 8 a.m.
March 11–13, 2008
MAC-ISA Certiﬁcation Course
Germantown, MD
703-753-0499
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Special thanks to
Annual Meeting exhibitors
Company name

Contact

Phone

ACRT
Aerial Lift
American Arborist Supplies
ArborSoftWorx
Asplundh Tree Experts
Concept Engineering Group
Davey Resource Group
Karl Kuemmerling
IML
MAC-ISA Books
Mauget
Nelson Tree Service
Plant Health Care
Rainbow Treecare Scientiﬁc
Advancements
SePRO
Standard Equipment
TCIA
Vermeer Mid-Atlantic
Wetlands Solutions

Kevin Jones
Richard Mitchell
Dave Francis
Diana Cardillo
Frank Hollomon
Rick Sweet
Jenny Gulick
Dean Yoho
Oliver Hein
Kevin Sigmon
Jean Scott
Bill Carney
Joseph Broyles

303-945-7500
203-878-0694
800-441-8381
800-492-7267
804-513-3061
412-826-8800
859-384-8258
330-477-3457
800-815-2389
703-753-0499
410-430-4108
440-243-3333
516-338-8786

Steve Thompson
Bill Massey
Patrick Austin
Robert Rouse
Brad Reinsel
Jean Tufts

717-262-0854
919-881-0033
301-874-5500
800-733-2622
800-492-1274
703-679-5600

“Electric Hazard Awareness” presentation
during 2007 Field Day. Photo by Deborah Smith.

Comments from the Annual Meeting evaluations
• Field day was excellent!
• “Banter with the Best” was an excellent idea and should be retained!
• There was a good diversity of speakers this year.
• Overall excellent — thanks!
• Excellent diversity!
• New session times on Wednesday were great!

At the American Chestnut
planting area – one of the
stops on the tour (left).
Networking at Field Day
(right).
Photos by Teresa Figueroa.
Folks gather under the tent for
a meal and networking
during Field Day.

Fall 2007

Group assembles to go on a tour of the facility.
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Thank you to 2007 Annual Meeting sponsors
for direct donations and in-kind services. Your support is invaluable.

Aerial Lift • Allegheny Power • Asplundh Tree Experts • Bartlett Tree Experts •
Sierra Moreno Mercantile • Standard Equipment • The Care of Trees
University of MD WMREC • All silent auction donors

Scenes from 2007 MAC-ISA Annual Meeting.
Photos by Patrick Teague.
To see more photo highlights of the meeting, go to:
http://patrickteague.smugmug.com/MAC-ISA

Thank you to our Annual
Meeting Planning Committee
Program Committee: Peter Becker (chair), Don
Blair, Doug Petersen, Chris Oldham, Phil Ross
Field Day: Scott Diffenderfer (chair), Frank
Allnut, Chuck Anderson, Dan Brown, Randy Finn,
Ron Nichols and Dahrl Trail
Audiovisual: Patrick Teague (chair), Kyle Ewing,
Chuck Anderson, Stan Wageman
Golf Tournament: Randy Finn (chair),
Tom Armstrong
Student Scholarship Volunteers: Julia Bartens,
Teresa Figueroa
Staff: Nancy Herwig, Candance Teates, Evan
Teates
10/MAC-ISA Canopy Coverage

A big “thank you” to
all the other volunteer support
that made this meeting
possible!
Mark your calendars now!
MAC-ISA 30th Annual Meeting
Sept. 29–Oct. 1, 2008
The Inn at VA Tech, Blacksburg, VA
To help plan next year’s meeting,
call 703-753-0499.
Fall 2007

News from the Hampton
Roads Tree Care Association
By Chad Peevy, President, HRTCA
RTCA recently helped the
city of Norfolk celebrate
Arbor Day and the city’s
20th year as a Tree City USA by
planting an overcup oak (Quercus
lyrata) at Booker T. Washington
High School, using the root-washing method. Like many parts of
Virginia, the area is experiencing
terrible drought conditions, so

HRTCA applied Terra-sorb gels
and a gator bag to help the tree
get a good, healthy start.
In September, many members
of HRTCA attended the Hampton
Roads Agriculture Extension Center Field Day. Five members were
featured speakers at the HRAEC
Field Day arboriculture lectures.
There was a great turnout for the
arboriculture sections.
The HRTCA website, www.
hrtca.org, is now up and running.

Tim Knuckols, Ric Wernicke,
High-school Principal Watson,
Jason Heizer, Chad Peevy.

• University of Maryland
Eight students in the Plant Sciences and Landscape Architecture
department, some of them in the
Urban Forestry program, are leading teams to conduct a pilot tree
inventory for the city of College
Park. Dr. John Lea-Cox, a nursery
extension faculty member in the
department, has been coordinating this effort in his volunteer
capacity as city forester. One of

H
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the ﬁrst Virginia Tech urban forestry graduates, Crisi Suarez, also
came to help with the inventory
process.
The group assessed public
trees in the right-of-way in eight
areas around the city, with a goal
of inventorying from 75 to 100
trees per area. The team leaders’ role is to assess the species
and health/hazard rating for
each tree, and capture that data
into a GIS database on handheld
PDAs or tablet computers. Sixteen
other undergraduate volunteers,
from various majors, will assist
the team leaders in taking tree
diameter, canopy width and tree
height measurements using laser
rangeﬁnders. The aggregated data
will be used to provide an initial
assessment of the College Park
urban forest that will be presented
to the City Council, since the city
wishes to take a more strategic approach to maintaining and managing this resource in the future.
Continued on next page
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This project builds on the efforts of Drs. Marla McIntosh and
Joe Sullivan of Maryland’s Urban
Forestry program, and Jack Sullivan from Landscape Architecture, to implement and establish
a university campus-wide tree
inventory in association with the
campus sustainability initiative.
Students will get hands-on ﬁeld
experience in urban forestry while
providing a service to the College
Park community.
The project is supported by
two grants, totaling $3,700, from
the College Park City Council and
the Committee for a Better Environment.
• Virginia Tech
The Virginia Tech Urban Forestry and Arboriculture Student
Society (Urban Forestry Club)
would like to thank MAC-ISA
for its continuing support of the
club and the VT Urban Forestry
program. The club meets once or
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twice a month for programs with
guest speakers, and on a regular
basis for club activities.
This year’s club ofﬁcers are:
President, Ethan Crockett; vice
president, Matthew Rhoads;
treasurer, Kate Tuttle; secretary,
Stephanie Worthington.
This semester, the club will
take trips to both the Tree Care
Industry Association (TCIA) Expo
(Hartford, CT) and the National
Urban and Community Forestry
Conference (Baltimore, MD).
While at the TCIA Expo, members
will participate in the Student
Skills competition, which tests
arboriculture skills and knowledge, against students from other
collegiate programs, as well as
network with employers.
The club also plans to participate in a couple of service projects
this semester. First, members will
perform soil remediation and site
preparation for planting a memorial Princeton elm on the Virginia

Tech campus on the six-month anniversary of the shooting tragedy
at the school.
Second, in conjunction with the
other clubs based in Virginia Tech’s
College of Natural Resources, the
club will start the Claytor Lake
State Park Project this semester,
performing a GIS-based tree risk
assessment for campsites all over
the park, which is located about 30
minutes from Virginia Tech.
To speak to the club regarding
experiences in the Urban Forestry
ﬁeld, contact the president, Ethan
Crockett, at (ecrocket@vt.edu). To
all our VT alumni: GO, HOKIES!!
The Urban Forestry and Arboriculture Student Society of Virginia
Tech is MAC-ISA’s ﬁrst afﬁliated
student branch under the ISA system.
In 2008, the Virginia Tech club will
work with MAC-ISA on the 2008
Annual Meeting program, especially
the Field Day, which will be held on
the Virginia Tech campus in Blacksburg, VA, Sept. 29–Oct.1, 2008.
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From the International
Representative
By Donald F. Blair
he most recent ISA Board
Meeting was held in
conjunction with the Annual Meeting held in Waikiki, HI.
While we were at the board meeting, the announcement was made
that the 20,000th ISA member had
been enrolled.
Last year, it was reported that
somewhere in the world a Certiﬁcation test took place every oneand-a-half days. It was reported
at the Hawaii meeting that Certiﬁcation tests now average one per
day somewhere in the world.
The Hawaii conference exceeded all expectations in terms
of attendance and gross receipts
against expenses. Since not all
expenses have been accounted for
yet, I don’t know if this conference
will show a proﬁt, but it will most

T

certainly lose a lot less money than
originally budgeted for.
• A Memorandum of Understanding between ISA and the
Singapore Parks Department has
been made ofﬁcial.
• Last month, the ISA completed acquisition of a new facility in Urbana, IL, that is roughly
twice as large as the existing
facility. The ISA will not take
possession of the building until
the summer of 2008, so there is
plenty of time to market the current building, as well as plan an
orderly move and transition.
• The Goods and Services
Department recorded its ﬁrst
$1-million year in sales.
• Melinda Jones, Michigan
chapter, was elected presidentelect. Bill Fountain, Kentucky
chapter, and Dave Scharffenberger, Wisconsin chapter, were
installed as board vice presidents.
• The next ISA board meeting

will be held in March in Atlanta,
GA. The following ISA Annual
Meeting will be in St. Louis, MO.
America’s Anniversary Garden™
Project and Contest
winners announced
he winners of the America’s
Anniversary Garden™ Project
and Contest were announced
during an award ceremony at the
State Fair of Virginia on October 5.
Contest entries topped 109, coming
from 45 municipalities statewide.
There were 15 category winners
and one Best in Contest. MAC-ISA
supported the seventh category, of
miscellaneous gardens, which had
four winners.
VA Tech’s College of Agriculture
and Life Sciences, the Virginia Cooperative Extension, and America’s
Anniversary Garden™ Committee
thank all who were involved in a
very successful effort to unite many
diverse entities within Virginia. For
more info on the project, visit www.
ext.vt.edu/americasgarden/.
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Arborist Certiﬁcation
Course
Instructor: Joe Murray
Prepare yourself for the Certiﬁcation Test
or
get valuable CEUs
and
keep up to date with the latest information

December 4-6, 2007
8 a.m.–5:30 p.m.
Virginia Dept. of Forestry
Charlottesville, VA

24 CEUs
Limited space available —
call 703-753-0499 today
for a brochure
or visit our website at
www.mac-isa.org

Fall 2007
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Rebate available for
planting large-canopy
trees in DC

B

ecause fall is a great time to
plant trees, and largecanopy trees provide
environmental and community
beneﬁts, Casey Trees and the DC
Department of the Environment
have teamed up to offer a rebate
of up to $50 to any individual
who plants trees on private property in DC, this fall. Share this
offer with clients and friends, or
take advantage of it yourself.
There is a limit of one rebate
per residential property. Ornamental and smaller-growing trees,
such as redbuds, cherries and
crape myrtles, are not eligible.
Photocopies are accepted.
Don’t have room for a tree?
Volunteer to plant trees at a community event. For rebate coupons
and more information, go to:
www.caseytrees.org
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State court changes VA tree laws
By Ed Milhous, Consulting Arborist,
owner of TreesPlease Inc.
n September, the Virginia State
Supreme Court ruled that
a landowner may compel a
neighbor to remove a tree that is
a nuisance. Until then, Virginia
had been a “Massachusetts SelfHelp Rule” state, meaning that a
landowner could give notice to a
neighbor and then do what was
necessary on his/her own property to remedy invading roots and
branches – as long as s/he did not
destroy the neighbor’s tree – but
could not force the tree owner to
do anything.
Virginia is following a trend
across the country, known as the
“Hawaii Rule.” Under the Hawaii
Rule, the owner of a nuisance tree
has to abate the nuisance and pay
for damages, or the harmed party
can have the work done at the
expense of the tree owner.

I

When does a tree constitute a
nuisance? The court speciﬁcally
stated that a tree is not a nuisance
merely because it casts shade or
drops leaves, ﬂowers or fruit, or
just because it grows into another
person’s property. A tree can be
regarded as a nuisance if it causes
actual harm to adjoining property.
The court also stated that this
new reading of the law applies to
residential property, not to rural
lands. How the law shall apply
where rural and residential uses
meet was left to be determined
another day.
Arborists should be aware of
this change in Virginia law. We
also need to remember to choose
our words carefully when communicating with customers. A
cautious arborist should recognize
when a tree is truly a nuisance,
and when it is only an inconvenience.
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Utilities — Why we prune
By Phil Ross, Appalachian Power Forestry
ach year, the electric utiliWhere there are multiple conducties in the United States
tors, the tree may have a ﬂat-topped
spend billions of dollars to
appearance or a channel “electrimaintain the vegetation on thoucally pruned” through the tree.
When trees, or portions of
sands of miles of rights-of-way.
trees, fail and fall into the conducDepending upon to whom you
tors, the likely result is a sustained
speak, vegetation related outages
outage. Depending upon the size
account for 20 to 50 percent of all
of the tree or limb and the electric
unplanned service interruptions
facilities present the result of a
in any given electric distribution
tree failure can range from fairly
system.
minor to devastating. The resultElectric utility companies
ing outage may last from minutes
prune trees in an effort to provide
to days, depending upon the
safe and reliable electric service
extent of the damages that have to
to their customers. They carry out
be repaired.
periodic vegetation management,
The arborists who work for
whether in the form of tree-prunelectric utilities prune trees along
ing, tree removal, brush-cutting or
a utility’s right-of-way to miniherbicide treatments, to minimize
mize both types of outages. Trees
service interruptions.
growing beneath the conductors
Trees can cause service interare pruned to provide the clearruptions in two ways: They can
ances required by the National
grow into the electric conductors
Electric Safety Code (NESC).
or the tree, or a portion of the tree,
The extent and type of pruncan fail and fall into the conducing employed depends upon such
tors. Tree contact outages, as these
factors as the species of tree; its
are often referred to within the
growth rate; its location with reindustry, result when a tree grows
spect to the electric facilities; and
into the conductors. Trees that
the type, importance and voltage
have grown into conductors are
of the electric facilities, etc.
likely to cause only momentary
Most utilities promote the use
interruptions, the type that causes
of “directional” pruning, which
a VCR or microwave clock to ﬂash
employs sound arboricultural
12:00 because the power going off
practices to direct future growth
and back on causes such items to
away from the conductors, reducreset themselves.
ing the likelihood of future service
Trees that have grown into
interruptions and also reducing
the conductors often have burned
the extent of future pruning and
leaves where the leaves repeatits associated costs. Portions of
edly brush against the conductors.

E
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the tree that do not affect the
electric facilities are not removed,
which reduces the overall impact
of the pruning operation upon
the health of the tree. There may,
however, be a marked impact
upon the shape of the tree.
Trees adjacent to an electric
utility right-of-way may also be
pruned if their limbs encroach
upon the safety zone around the
electric facilities, or if the tree, or
a portion of the tree, is deemed,
in the opinion of the forester or
arborist, to be a hazard to the
facilities. In some situations, trees
outside the normally maintained
right-of-way may need to be
pruned, or removed, to eliminate
the hazard.
The utility forester or arborist
must plan and prune not just to
provide sufﬁcient clearance during favorable weather conditions
but also to protect the facilities
during major weather events like
hurricanes and ice storms. Rightsof-way are maintained so access
can be gained to the facilities for
routine maintenance, troubleshooting and service restoration
during emergencies.
Electric utility companies
spend billions of dollars managing vegetation, not because they
want to but because they must, to
provide safe, reliable and affordable electric service to their customers.
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www.goodtreecare.com
A great way for Certiﬁed Arborists to advertise their services!
Calendar
2007
• Nov. 5-9, Gainesville, VA —
Commercial Pesticide Applicator Training. Items from core manual, day 1 and 2;
review for category 3A and 3B, days 3 and
4; exams, last day. Loudoun Extension
Ofﬁce, 703-777-0373.
• Nov. 5 & 6, Baltimore, MD —
MAC-ISA Advanced Appraisal Workshop with Scott Cullen.
• Nov. 6–7, Hartford, CT — Certiﬁed
Tree Care Safety Professional Training.
www.tcia.org or 800-733-2622.
• Nov. 8–10, Hartford, CT — TCIA
Expo. www.tcia.org or 800-733-2622.
• Nov. 9, Annandale, VA — CCLC’s
Conference on Green Infrastructure.
www.chesapeakelandscape.org.
• Nov. 27, Washington, DC —
“Assessing Street Tree Populations with
i-Tree Tools.” To register, go to https://
www.mwcog.org/calendar/registration.
asp?COMMITTEE_ID=48&EVENT_
ID=3877. Questions: malonzo@caseytrees.
org or 202-349-1897.
• Nov. 28–Dec. 1, Nashville, TN
— ASCA Annual Conference, 301-947-0483
or www.asca-consultants.org.

16/MAC-ISA Canopy Coverage

• Dec. 4-6, Charlottesville, VA —
MAC-ISA Certiﬁcation Course. Call 703753-0499 for brochure.
• Dec. 14, Germantown MD — “Pest
Management for Landscape and Nursery
Managers and Arborists,” http://
ipmneumd.edu/crses97.htm or 301-5969413.

2008
• January 7-11, College Park, MD
— Advanced Landscape Plant IPM PHC
Short Course. Department of Entomology,
4112 Plant Sciences Building, University of Maryland 20742, http://www.
raupplab.umd.edu/conferences/
AdvLandscape, conferences@raupplab.
umd.edu, 301-405-3913/3911
• Jan. 9-11, Baltimore, MD —
Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show. www.
MANTS.com.
• Jan. 16 & 17, Ellicott City, MD
— MAA 8th Annual Winter Seminar.
www.mdarborist.com, 410-321-8082.
• Jan. 17, Ellicott City, MD —
Certiﬁcation Test. Call 703-753-0499 for
application.
• Jan. 22–24 NVCC, Annandale,

VA— Green Industry Professional
Seminar; Jan. 23, Pesticide Recertiﬁcation.
www.greenindustry.org or 703-250-1368.
• Jan 27-Feb. 1, The Founders Inn,
Virginia Beach, VA — Mid- Atlantic
Horticulture Short Course. www.mahsc.
org, call 757-523-4734.
• Jan. 27–29, Lancaster, PA — Annual
Penn-Del Shade Tree Symposium. www.
penndelisa.org, 215-795-0411.
• Feb. 1, Virginia Beach, VA —
Certiﬁcation Test.
• Feb. 19-22, San Diego, CA — ASCA
Consultants Academy. 301-947-0483 or
www.asca-consultants.org.
• Feb. 15, Lewis Ginter Botanical
Garden, Richmond, VA — Tree Care
Symposium. 804-262-9887.
• March 11-13, Germantown, MD
— Arborists Certiﬁcation Course. Call
703-753-0499 for brochure.
• April 12, Johnsons Park, Gaithersburg, MD — 2008 MAC-ISA Tree Climbing Championship. 703-753-0499.
• Sept. 29-Oct. 1, Virginia Tech,
Blacksburg, VA — MAC-ISA 30th
Annual Meeting. Call 703-753-0499 for
more information.
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