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2020 Virtual Annual Meeting

T

he First MAC-ISA Virtual Annual
Meeting certainly was an
experiment! We hope we passed it with
flying colors! We had a great lineup of
informative speakers over the course
of two days and the sessions went
off very smoothly! The Exhibitor Hall
had individual exhibitors present their
products and services with videos,
links to their websites, contact info and
other online presentations. The MACISA and Gold Leaf Awards Ceremonies
took place over zoom as well. While
different from other years we feel
that the Annual Meeting was very
successful. We had great feedback and
lots of positive comments, both about
the set up of the platform as well as
the speakers, the moderators and the
Exhibitor booths. We had lots of great
give away prizes. The chat windows
provided networking opportunities,
either private or public! Without the
help of generous cash donations from
our sponsors, knowledgeable speakers,
and all who attended, this meeting
could not have happened. Special
thanks to our planning committee and
event day volunteers. Also thanks
to our exhibitors this year: ACRT,
Altec Industries, Arborjet, Husqvarna
Group, Mauget, Rainbow Treecare
Scientific Advancements, TreeDiaper
(Zynnovation LLC), Vermeer All Roads.
With more than 200 people
registered and attending, we had
a great turnout and an all around
successful event. We hope you enjoy
the coverage in this issue of our 42nd
annual meeting and our first ever virtual
one!

Special Thanks to our
Annual Meeting Sponsors
Aerial Solutions
Arborjet
Arbor Tech Supply
Bartlett Tree Experts
Chesapeake Employers
Insurance Company
Davey Tree
Dominion Energy
Georgetown Insurance
Pogo Tree Experts
Rainbow Treecare Scientific
Advancements
SavATree
Tech Tree Experts
TreeDiaper
Vermeer All Roads
Weed Control
Xylem Tree Experts

Mark your calendars
for the 2021
MAC-ISA Annual Meeting
Solomons, MD
October 3-5

Volunteers are needed,
call 703-753-0499 to get involved.

Annual Meeting pictures are screenshots by Ineke Dickman
Picture of Solomons and the Bay downloaded from the web.

Scenes from the 2020 MAC-ISA Virtual Annual Meeting
Pictures from the MAC-ISA Virtual Annual Meeting
Special Thanks to Ineke Dickman for taking screenshots!

Pictures of the speakers were part
of the registration page of our virtual
platform. Below, the virtual lobby once
you checked in! To the right: some of the
speakers in their live Q and A.

Thanks to our two largest
sponsors!

Pre-roll videos of some of the talks
Chat window in the Q and A

Various comments in the public chat box
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Volunteers Wanted!
MAC-ISA Needs YOU!
•
•
•

Other Services

Certification Liaison: Stan Wageman
Publications Coordinator: Kevin Sigmon

Proctor Certification Exams
Plan the 2021 Annual Meeting
Write Facebook Posts for Tree Thursdays

Staff

Executive Director: Nancy Herwig
Events/Office Manager: Andrea Rizzoni
Administrative Assistant: Roberta Ainsley
Communications Manager: Ineke Dickman

Volunteer now by calling the office at 703753-0499 or by email exdirector@macisa.org
Thanks, we really need your help!

Our Mission

“To promote a culture of safety while fostering education and research that supports
the care and benefits of trees.”
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If you want coworkers
who are more like family,
you’re probably one of us.

Asplundh is hiring.
The leader in safe and efficient vegetation management services is presently seeking qualified candidates for a wide range
of employment opportunities across the country. From no experience to a full resume, Asplundh offers a family-like
culture, team-oriented approach, and extensive training for those in search of a rewarding career.

To apply go to Asplundh.com

Follow us
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President’s Message

F

all is finally here and making an
appearance in some of the areas
we serve. I hope that this message
finds everyone healthy and safe. I am
excited as two newly elected board
members take office. On behalf of
the board and staff, I would like to
acknowledge our out-going board
members Billy Newman and Jessica
Sanders for their commitment and
dedication for serving. Congratulations
to Don Blair and Cindy Musick for
being elected to serve a second
term and to our newly elected board
members, Amy McMillion and Jamie
King. I am excited to see what new
perspectives you bring and look
forward to the next year.
The MAC-ISA annual conference
was held virtually this year on October
5-6th. Planning and executing our
first ever virtual meeting required a
tremendous amount of planning and
logistics. I would like to thank all of
you who helped to make it possible!

I would also like to thank all of the
sponsors and 200 plus attendees who
helped to make the event a success.
I hope next year we will be back in
person!
There is a TRAQ renewal course at
the end of the month and two Certified
Arborist courses, one in November and
one in December. All courses are full
through the end of the year. If you have
an interest in attending one of these
courses in the future, please contact
the office at admin@macisa.org. I am
sure more will be offered next year.
I encourage you to continue to stay
engaged with MAC-ISA and also to
encourage the younger generation of
arborists to get involved. We need
new and innovative ideas to grow and
provide programs and services that
benefit our members. It’s arboriculture,
go out and enjoy what you do and
know to be safe.

Thank you,
MAC-ISA President
Jason Heizer

Calendar Of Events
Due to COVID-19 schedules may change.
Please check with individual organizers
for updated information.

December 8-10, Charlottesville, VA, MAC-ISA
Arborist Certification Course, FULL
http://www.mac-isa.org

October 29-31, SAF Virtual Meeting,
https://www.eforester.org/safconvention

December 7-11, ISA Virtual Annual
Conference, https://www.isa-arbor.com/Events/
Annual-Conference/2020-AnnualConference

November 3-5, Beltsville, MD, MAC-ISA
Arborist Certification Course, FULL 24 CEUs
https://www.mac-isa.org
November 7, Baltimore, MD, MAA 42nd
Annual Arborist Day Project,
https://060412a.membershipsoftware.org/
Files/Arbor%20Day/2020/42nd%20arborist%20
day%20project%20(4).pdf
November 19, Virtual Society of Municipal
Arborists (SMA) 56th Annual International
Urban Forestry Conference, https://www.
urban-forestry.com/
December 2, Montgomery Parks and Casey
Trees Virtual Urban Tree Summit,
https://mocoparks.org/UTSregistration

December 11, Charlottesville, VA, Certification
Exam, https://www.isa-arbor.com/Credentials/
Exam-Information
2021
January 12-14, 2020 Mid-Atlantic
Horticulture Short Course Goes Virtual
https://mahsc.org/index.html
January 13-15, Virtual TCIA Summit,
registration begins Nov. 4
https://www.tcia.org

October 3-5, Solomons, MD, MAC-ISA Annual
Meeting
Visit the Events Calendar at
http://www.mac-isa.org for additional events.
Other On-line Training:
On-line Course: Urban Forestry is a stateof-the-art online, distance-learning program
geared specifically toward beginning urban
foresters and those allied professionals working
in and around urban and urbanizing landscapes,
including service foresters, natural resource
planners, landscape architects, city officials and
public works employees. http://urban.elearn.
sref.info/?utm_source=Tree+Sources+-+78-20&utm_campaign=e0822fc21c-EMAIL_
CAMPAIGN__7_8_20_tree_sources&utm_
medium=email&utm_term=0_d89be5b05ee0822fc21c-54007456

Webinars: Urban Forest Connections –
monthly webinar series from the USDA Forest
January 19-22, Virginia Turf Council Annual Service; second Wednesday of the month.
Conference,
https://www.fs.fed.us/research/urban-webinars/
https://vaturf.org/annual-conference/
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Credentials News

2021 Calendar of MACISA Courses

A

ll MAC-ISA classes
for the remainder of
the year are full. Staff is
working on developing
the 2021 calendar for the
TRAQ, TRAQ renewal, and
Certification courses. If you
are interested in taking any
of these courses please
contact the office, admin@
macisa.org or 703-753-0499.We will try
to set up the classes near the demand.

Upcoming Exam:
•

December 11, Charlottesville,
VA. Certified Arborist, Municipal
Specialist or Utility Specialist
Check in at 8:30. Online Testing
Available. Visit www.isa-arbor.com for
more information. To apply on-line or
download an application: http://www.

isa-arbor.com/certification/becomeCertified/
index.aspx.

Changes to our Courses

T

he Mid
Atlantic
Chapter, like
everyone
else around
the world
has been
affected by
Covid 19. We
were able to
hold a TRAQ
course and renewal class before the
stay at home orders. Then we had to
reschedule a three-day certification
course and cancel our Tree Climbing
Championship.
For our July certification course,
we surveyed the participants to find
their comfort level on coming to a
class or doing a virtual course. It was
almost 50/50, but safer to go online,
thus we worked with our instructors
to offer the three-day, 8 hour a day
course on the Zoom platform. We
had particularly good feedback from
the students and are now planning
on offering another online course in
January.
After the course,
we still hosted a
paper exam, that
was attended by 13
people. It was held
at a private camp
location. All ISA
safety guidelines
were followed.
In August we
hosted a TRAQ
course and a TRAQ
renewal course. It
was held in a state
building that had
a big display in
the lobby about
precautions during
Covid. Signs were
already on the door
reminding everyone
to wear a mask.
We followed all
the ISA guidelines
along with some of
our own. We had
masks available,
but no one needed
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one.
All the snacks were individually
wrapped, and we had only one type of
snack in each basket. Boxed lunches
were served along with bottled drinks.
Students could eat indoors or out.
We suggested that everyone bring
their own coffee and a water bottle.
There was a restaurant in the building
so we asked if we could run a tab for
coffee. This worked out well.
MAC-ISA hopes to continue to offer
live TRAQ and certification courses
following
safety
precautions.
If you
attend, be
prepared
to wear a
mask at
all times
(except
when
eating),
sit 6’feet
apart, bring your own beverages, use
hand sanitizer and answer a Covid
questionnaire at the check in. We
will be following any additional site
requirements also. Our member and
staff safety continues to be a priority.

Day of Arboriculture
Cancelled

D

ue to Covid the committee and
staff decided to cancel the live
event this year. We have tentatively set
the date for next year as November 13.
Stay tuned for more information.

CTSP Workshops

T

CIA’s virtual CTSP Workshops
are up and running now! Enhance
your skills and engage in this
comprehensive one-day program from
the comfort of your home! There are
several dates to pick from, but spots
for each workshop are limited to the
first 24 registrants.
For more information and to register
visit https://www.tcia.org/TCIA/
Education_Events/Education/TCIA_
Credentialing_Programs/Certified_
Treecare_Safety_Professional/About_
CTSP.aspx.
Fall 2020

TREE Fund/International

TREE Fund Update

T

he fee for
teaching MACISA’s TRAQ and
TRAQ renewal
courses was
donated to the
TREE Fund by Dr. Bruce Fraedrich.
Thank you so much Dr. Fraedrich!
Photos of the two courses Dr. Fraedrich
taught are on the previous page.

ISA Annual Conference

T

he ISA Annual Conference will be
virtually, 7-11 December, 2020.
Registration is in full swing. For more
information and to register:
https://www.isa-arbor.com/Events/
Annual-Conference/2020-AnnualConference.

Courtesy Nancy Herwig.

Increase in Grant and
Scholarship Applications

ISA Digital Certification
Badges

I

SA has introduced digital badges to
the portfolio of benefits for credential
holders! It offers credential holders a
variety of ways to share and validate
their ISA credentials and professional
achievements with their peers, clients,
and employers. For more information
and to receive your digital credentials
click on the following link:
https://www.isa-arbor.com/Credentials/
Digital-Badges.

A

ccording to TREE Fund sources,
applications for grants and
scholarships increased significantly this
year. We will hope that the interest in
arbor-related grants and scholarships
continues into the new year 2021.

Virtual Tour des Trees
• Helpful Inudstry Knowledge
• Responsive Service

SINCE
1950
Your Home For All Things Arborist

T

here is good news from the Virtual
Tour des Trees event still underway
until November 15. To date, more
than $131,080 has been raised by our
Riders-In-Place! Less than $2,000
remains to meet this year’s goal! With
a plethora of activities, the Riders-InPlace have been working hard to log in
over 33,500 miles! To put that “virtual”
mileage in perspective; these riders
have virtually travelled the diameter of
the Earth at the equator over 4.2 times!
WOW!!
Hence, this year’s Tour-des-Trees
has been a great success! The
TREE Fund staff, from the Executive
Director on down, and including the
Trustees and Liaisons offer their sincere
appreciation and thanks to all the riders
and organizers who worked to put
this magical event together, and who
circled the “Virtual Earth” to make it an
amazing success! Thank you all!

• Climbing Gear
• Rigging Gear
• Arborist Tools
• Chain Saws & Supplies
• Cabling & Bracing
• Lightning Protection
• Plant Health Supplies
• PPE
• Hand Saws
• Knowledge & Advice

(800) 441-8381
arborist.com
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE TO RECEIVE WEEKLY SPECIALS
Picture of Tour des Trees riders from a previous
year!

Doug Petersen, Tree Fund Liaison
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International Cont. - ISA Gold Leaf Awards

Gold Leaf Awards

D

uring the MAC-ISA Awards Ceremony the following Gold Leaf
awards were given out.
For Landscape Beautification
Capital Trees, Richmond, VA
ompletion of The Low Line in Richmond, Virginia has been underway
since 2015. In the first phase (‘The Low
Line Gardens’), Capital Trees installed
new plants, grasses, shrubs and trees
to serve as a riparian buffer along the
sensitive James River watershed. The
second phase (‘The Low Line Green’)
was just completed this spring (2020)
and includes
active and
passive
storm water
management, an
outdoor
classroom/
plaza for

C

formal
and
informal
social interaction,
irrigation for
the new
plantings
drawn from the canal, improved lighting
for safety and an extensive horticultural
park using native trees, shrubs, grasses, sedges and perennials.
At the Low Line Green, Capital
Trees has addressed a significant and
long-standing storm water runoff issue.
Much of the pollutants from I-95 and
the Downtown Expressway ran directly
into the Kanawha Canal and the James
River through a series of downspouts.
This pollution had been occurring for
decades and was negatively affecting
our water quality, wildlife habitats, and
exacerbating related environmental issues. The area was all hard-surface and
did not have any sort of tree canopy
before this project. Capital Trees has
built bio-retention channels and rain
gardens to capture much of that runoff.
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Planted native trees, shrubs, perennials and grasses will filter and capture
runoff. Native plants will also increase
the biodiversity and provide shelter and
food for insects and wildlife.
The project area is bisected by the
Virginia Capital Trail, a 52-mile bike
trail that stretches from Jamestown to
Richmond. According to the Virginia
Capital Trail Foundation, this area of the
trail attracts over 300,000 visits annually. Capital Trees is working to develop
educational and interpretive signage
that will speak to the importance of
water quality, native plants, and public
health.

Continued on page 13

Fall 2020

Annual Meeting Thanks!

Special Thanks to the Annual Meeting Planning Committees!
Program Committee: Carl Dyson, Paul Foster, Tom Mayer, Amy Murray, Tony Wood, and Tyler Wright
Technology Committee: Carol Herwig and Jessica Sanders
Moderators: Jay Banks, Carol Herwig, and Jessica Sanders
Staff: Nancy Herwig, Andrea Rizzoni, Roberta Ainsley and Ineke Dickman
Special Thanks to the Annual Meeting Exhibitors
ACRT						Kevin Jones		330-945-7500
Altec						Luke Mansfield		804-219-8490
Arborjet						Trent Dicks		309-287-0173
Husqvarna Group				Patrick Shelley		304-784-6120
Mauget						Jim Rollins		419-360-1189
Rainbow Treecare Scientific Advancements
Bob Dolan		
215-205-8674
TreeDiaper					Dr. Wei Zhang		540-239-2902
Vermeer All Roads				Jake Robinson		703-928-2483

™

PRESCRIPTIVE FERTILIZATION AND
SOIL ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM
Designed to maximize tree and shrub health
by combining plant nutrition with products to
enhance soil quality, stimulate root growth and
improve water availability.
Liquid Solutions Do Not Require
Mechanical Agitation
Tank Compatible for Easy Combination
Applications

arborjet.com/ArborRx
Fall 2020							
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Academic News — Under the Canopy; Frank Santamour

T

his month we provide some
information on how programs
continue to modify courses during the
pandemic. We would like to include
creative solutions to this problem in
subsequent issues so please share
your success stories with us.

News from the University
of Maryland

T

he University of Maryland is offering
about 20% of its classes either in
person or in blended formats for the
fall and expects to expand this to up to
30% in the spring. This follows careful
attention to social distancing in the
classroom and physical modifications
such as plexiglass barriers between
student and instructors in laboratories.
Currently classes such as Plant
Identification laboratories and other
hands-on classes are being offered in
person. We are currently working on
plans to offer Arboriculture, Woody
Plant ID and other courses that have a
great need for face to face meetings in
that modality.

C

tools in our labs ranging from digital
tablets to bulk density slide hammers.
So everything has to be sanitized
before, during, and after lab exercises.
Some students in the lab have on
occasion been forced into isolation
due to COVID-19 contact tracing. To
accommodate those students, Dr.
Wiseman has live-streamed video of
the field exercises using a gimbalmounted iPhone and Bluetooth
headset. Fortunately we’re in the urban
forest, so the internet connection is
usually pretty good. Looking to the
spring semester, Virginia Tech has
already decided to go with the same
instructional model as the fall semester.
So more creativity and ingenuity will be
needed for a whole new set of courses.

career. Currently, I am researching
master’s programs in urban forestry,
urban ecology, and related fields so
that I can research and understand the
turbulent relationships between humans
and nature at the graduate level.
After taking courses in urban forestry
at Virginia Tech and completing an
internship at the Bartlett Tree Research
Lab in Charlotte, NC, I am confident in
my desire to pursue a future in urban
forestry and arboriculture. The MACISA has numerous helpful resources
which have assisted me in researching
careers in these fields, and this
scholarship is just one of the many
ways in which this organization has
shaped my future.
Sincerely, Erika Wright

E

I

ric Wiseman of Virginia Tech
recently posted a video of the
mechanical spading of a 2” caliper
white oak on YouTube. Check it
out! https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=EOy6H6bbCLE. Other forestry
related videos are available on his
YouTube channel as well. https://www.
youtube.com/c/EricWisemanVaTech/
videos.

ongratulations to Brandon Writt
who received the Bartlett Grant-inAid scholarship for Fall 2020 from the
University of Maryland.

News from West Virginia
University

News from Virginia Tech

C

V

irginia Tech is halfway through
the fall semester. Courses have
been delivered in on-line, in-person,
and hybrid formats. Most horticulture
and forestry courses have been
offered in hybrid format when course
enrollment has not exceeded limits
placed on maximum class size and
distancing regulations. Hybrid format
has been challenging for both students
and instructors. Lots of technology
involved and major limitations for
authentic learning experiences. Dr. Eric
Wiseman has been teaching a mid-size
urban forestry lecture course with 44
students. He teaches in a classroom
that can occupy up to 25 students,
so he has to also live-stream his
lectures for those who can’t be in the
classroom. Field labs have also been
challenging because of all the safety
requirements. We use lots of handheld

ongratulations to Harrison Plunkett
who received the Bartlett Grant-inAid scholarship for Fall 2020 from West
Virginia University.

Santamour Scholarships

M

AC-ISA awarded two Santamour
$2,500 scholarships to students
pursuing a career in arboriculture or
urban forestry. Our 2020 recipients
were: Erica Wright, Virginia Tech and
Cora Hedrick, Glendale State College.

Santamour Thanks

I

am so grateful to have been awarded
the Frank Santamour Scholarship for
my last year as an undergraduate at
Virginia Tech. With this scholarship, I
will be able to look forward during the
remainder of my undergraduate studies
to the next steps in my academic

am writing to show my appreciation
and gratitude that you have selected
me as a recipient of the Frank
Santamour Scholarship. I am humbled
to be awarded this scholarship and am
grateful for your support towards my
education.
I am currently in my third year at
Glenville State College as a Natural
Resource Management Major with a
concentration in Forest Technology.
This spring I obtained my Associates
Degree. I truly enjoy this field, and
after receiving my bachelor’s degree, I
plan to become a professional forester
working in the forestry/arboriculture
industry within the state of West
Virginia. My long-term goal is to start
my own business in that industry. The
financial assistance this scholarship
provides me, is an important piece
to my educational and career goals,
that would not be as easily obtainable
without your support.
Again, I truly appreciate this
scholarship. Your generosity is a
motivator to work hard and put all
efforts into my degree and future, while
also being supportive to others just like
your scholarship has been to me.
Sincerely, Cora Hedrick

Dr. Joe Sullivan, U of MD edits “Under the
Canopy,” Canopy Coverage’s Academic News
column. Please contact him with news about
students, activities, programs, research, or any
other items of interest at jsull@umd.edu
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Book Review

Board Master Certification
Study Guide Review

T

he BCMA
Guide for
Exam Preparation is designed to help
you study
for the ISA
Board Certified
Master Arborist® (BCMA™)
certification.
(©2020, softcover, 356 pp.)
This book provides the framework to
help you:
• assess your current knowledge
• create a study program
• select references for further study
• practice taking applied and scenariobased exam questions
A preparation section at the beginning of the book provides study guidance and a sample of the types of

multiple choice questions that could
be found on the ISA BCMA™ exam.
Additionally, a 50-question preliminary
assessment test will guide you to the
chapters where you may need to focus
more of your study time. The final section of the book features a 150-question practice exam to provide additional
test-taking experience.
Each chapter contains:
• learning objectives
• key terms and definitions
• topic-specific self-assessment
• recommended resources for further
study
• practice questions with detailed answer explanations
Unlike the Arborists’ Certification Study Guide, this guide does not
present a narrative text of the content
domains; instead, it guides readers to
additional resources when desired.
Any educational or preparatory
material, whether published by ISA or
not, should NOT be considered the
sole source of information for an ISA
certification examination. This publica-

tion and the ISA certification program
exams are developed through separate
processes and entities.
Review taken from ISA website

MAC-ISA Board
Elections Results

O

n October 6th, at our virtual
annual meeting, the results of
our Board Elections were shared
by our President Jason Heizer.
Re-elected for another 2 years
were Don Blair and Cindy Musick.
Amy McMillion and Jamie King are
our newly elected boad members.
Congratulations to everyone.
Special recognition and a big
thank you go to Billy Newman and
Jessica Sanders who finished their
terms on the board.
The first official meeting of the
board will be December 4th, at their
virtual planning retreat.

Our advanced technology for
tree treatment allows you to

INCREASE THE
NUMBER OF TREES
YOU TREAT
IN A DAY!

No drilling damage
No mixing at job sites
No guarding or return trips
No waiting for uptake
Treats most trees in
five minutes or less!
◆ Successful and most profitable add-on service
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆

Multiple injection tips designed for all types of trees, conifers and palms

Insecticides • Fungicides • PGRs • Antibiotics • MicroNutrients

Learn more! Call 800.698.4641 or visit
ArborSystems.com for information and videos
Fall 2020						
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Gold Leaf Awards cont.
Continued from page 8

Mount Olivet Cemetery, Washington,
DC
ount Olivet is the oldest Catholic
Cemetery in Washington, and the
first in the District of Columbia to be
racially
integrated.
It is a
snapshot
of immigration to the
District of
Columbia, rather than a history of the
city’s national political story. It was
established in 1858 and is 85 acres,
located in the Ivy City area of Northeast
Washington.
The project, which began in 2015
and is ongoing, was triggered by:
1. A massive increase in stormwater
and sewer fees by DC Water because of the amount of impermeable surface on the grounds.
2. A significant loss of tree canopy as
the old stand of oaks deteriorated
because of storm damage, senescence and lack of diversity.
3. The commitment of the staff of
Mount Olivet, Casey Trees and The
Nature Conservancy to increase the
tree canopy of Washington DC.
Between projects led by Casey
Trees and The Nature Conservancy,
576 trees have been planted at Mount
Olivet, including nearly 300 on the
once-barren Memorial Hill. The site
of many unmarked African American
graves, Memorial Hill has become a
lush and diverse grove, with plantings

M

of lindens, locusts, red and white oaks,
conifers, maples, bald cypress, coffee
trees, sweet gums and magnolias.
Hundreds of volunteers have returned each year to be a part of the
transformation. And the planting
continues.
Note: MAC-ISA Board member Carol Herwig designed much of the species selection
and placement of trees on Memorial Hill.

Old Goucher Community Association, Baltimore, MD
he Old Goucher neighborhood is a
diverse, eclectic community located
in the geographic center of Baltimore.
The original campus of Goucher College (now in Towson, Maryland) gives
the neighborhood its name as well as
many of its landmark buildings. One of
the most demographically-representative neighborhoods in the city, Old
Goucher’s entrepreneurial, creative, and
progressive history dates back over
100 years.
Since the college moved out, the
neighborhood
became a
typical rundown district
with very few
trees. As the
President of the
Old Goucher
Community Association, Kelly
Cross, with the
help of Mateusz
Rozanski have taken ownership of reviving this part of the city. They started
by planting more trees and preserving
existing trees.
There was little or no funding to
start. No problem. They removed concrete and created tree planting wells
manually. They also manually widened
the planting wells for larger trees to
preserve their root system. They picked
up the plants that were abandoned by
the vendors at the Mid-Atlantic Nursery
Show (MANTS) and gave them a new
home. They have created their own
natural habitat. Their fruit trees started
to bear fruits. Their neighboring communities have been using them as a
model.
We all know
it takes years of
effort to see the
results that trees
have on reducing heat islands.
At Old Goucher
Community, it
is at its turning
point, thanks to
the efforts of the Old Goucher Community Association with the leadership
of Kelly Cross and the pioneer vision of
Mateusz Rozanski.
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For Arbor Day Activities
Perry Point VAMHCS
erry Point Veteran Affairs Medical
Center (VAMHCS) conducted two
tree planting events in 2019 – a combination Arbor Day/Earth Day event in
April and a Veterans Day tree planting
event in November. The April event
was hosted by Perry Point Medical
Center with the participation of the
Town of
Perryville
and the
Maryland
Forest
Service.
The day
planted 23
trees in the town park that borders the
campus, filling a gap in the tree canopy
cover. The planting was accomplished
by patients, staff, community members
and others. In addition, Perry Point
hosted a fall Veterans Day tree planting which planted another 20 plus trees
and sponsored a community educational event with the Town of Perryville
that discussed the ways trees can improve our
health.
Perry
Point
VAMHCS
has been
recognized
as one
of 16 pioneers to receive the Arbor
Day Foundation’s 2019 Tree Campus
Healthcare award.

P

Continued on page 15
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Chapter Awards , Other Member News

MAC-ISA Chapter
Awards

D

tinued excellent work and support to
the industry JP is being given the 2020
Field Arborist of the Year Award.

uring the awards ceremony held
at our Virtual Annual Meeting
the following awards were given,
recognizing outstanding dedication and
service to the chapter:

Award of Merit: Randy Fackler

President’s Citation: Steve Genua

R

S

teve is a true professional in the
industry and a champion of MACISA’s mission statement and safety
culture. Steve has served as our
chapter’s ISA council representative
since 2010 and been a friend and
mentor to numerous board members. I
commend Steve on his professionalism
and dedication to ISA and the industry.
Field Arborist of the Year: Jason
Perry

andy went way above and beyond
what was asked of him to help facilitate the 2020 Tree Climbing Championship being held in Baltimore this
past April. Randy handled coordinating all parties involved, helped select
the trees, recruited local companies for
cleanup day, and was extremely helpful
to the head judge. He did not have or
want a specific title, he just wanted to
help wherever he could. Randy helped
make this happen out of the kindness
of his heart and his love for the Trees,
the Tree Climbing Championship,
MAC-ISA, Baltimore, and our Industry.
Although COVID prevented the event
from happening, it would have been
very well put together thanks to all of
Randy’s hard work. We are very thankful to Randy and he deserves the MACISA Award of Merit.
Award of Merit: Stephen Connally

J

ason known to most as JP has
been a supporter of the Arboriculture industry for over 30 years. He
has assisted with numerous MAC ISA
tree-climbing championships as a
competitor, judge and most recently as
the Head Safety Tech. Jason is an ISA
Certified Arborist and TRAQ Qualified.
He has been an exemplary employee
with the Reston Association for many
years. Prior to working for Reston
Association, he worked for Growing
Earth Tree Care and The Care of Trees.
Currently he works as a staff arborist in
the field every day helping to care for
the trees on over 1000 acres of open
space. JP is also a wonderful resource
for residents, answering numerous tree
questions. He was recently able to use
his training with emergency response
to assist a co-worker in need. His
quick response and knowledge were
invaluable. His quick response and
knowledge were invaluable. For con-

S

teve is an ISA Certified Arborist
with 20 years in the Industry. After
retiring from the fire department, he
started a business utilizing a unique
crane which can rig and dismantle the
tree from the ground. This allows for
the safe removal of trees without placing a climber in harms way. He has given numerous talks at MAC-ISA events
on dealing with emergency services at
job sites as well as donating his time
and equipment for demonstrations at
field days. Steve is a true professional
in the industry and deserving of the
MAC-ISA Award of Merit.

MAA Annual Day of Safety
Held Virtually

T

he Maryland Arborist Association (MAA) held its annual Day of
Safety virtually. Arborists across the
state tuned in and learned from industry speakers while earning continuing
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education credits. This event was
made possible by MAA’s sponsors:
Altec Industries, Chesapeake Employers Insurance, Georgetown Insurance,
Moran Insurance, Security Equipment
Company, Vermeer Mid-Atlantic, and
First National Bank. Overall, the virtual
event was successful.
Ron Muir with First Energy kicked
off the Day of Safety sharing the five
common factors to workplace injuries:
distractions (at home and at work),
signs of complacency, housekeeping,
preplanning, and taking shortcuts. To
keep coworkers safe, Ron shared a
handful of tips! Arborists can review everyday tasks, encourage observation,
make safety topics interactive, mix up
the daily activities, and debrief at the
end of each day.
John Ball, Professor of Forestry at
South Dakota State University, educated attendees about the safe use of
rope ties and anchors. John mentioned
that according to OSHA, there are 48
fatalities per 100,000 tree workers. The
national average is four, showcasing
that arborists are well above that average.
Next, Chris Sprague with Bartlett
Tree Experts talked about training
employees on safe felling techniques
to protect employees and property.
After a hazard visual inspection, Chris
shared his 5-step felling program
beginning with determining the height
and hazards, the trees lean, a planned
escape route, setting different notches,
and different back cuts.
From Carroll Tree Service, MAA
President, Steve Sprague provided
viewers with information on the importance of having a sound safety policy
in place. He said, “having a policy in
place ensures every employee goes
home safe every day.” Steve shared
scenarios that have occurred in the
past and what could have been done
to avoid them had a safety policy been
in place.
Wrapping-up the Day of Safety,
Tom Thorsen with Maryland Occupational Safety and Health talked about
the required arboriculture standards,
worksite requirements, PPE, and much
more. Lastly, Tom talked about how
COVID-19s has changed arborists’
work and how to keep your team safe.
From a press release by MAA
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Member Profile, Gold Leaf Awards cont.
Member Spotlight:
Amy McMillion

A

my McMillion is the
newest member
of the MAC-ISA
Board of Directors and is being
spotlighted in
this newsletter.
She is originally
from the Mountain State (West
Virginia) and learned about trees and
grasses from her grandfather before
earning a bachelor’s degree from West
Virginia State University in Business
and Technical Writing. McMillion held
several jobs in the technical writing
industry before applying to ArborMetrics in 2014. Her cover letter shined
through the others and she was invited
for an interview for the position of utility forester. Even though she had no
formal training as an arborist, she said
her grandad taught her about nature
and how things grow, and felt confident
in being able to learn plant physiology and biology. After two years of job
experience in the field, and reading
books and articles, she earned her ISA
certification, joined MAC-ISA and later
received her Utility Specialist certification. She is continuing her career with
ArborMetrics as part of the Project
Management office.
Amy is a die-hard West Virginian and
wants to bring more awareness of utility
arboriculture to members in MAC-ISA.
“I just want to be a part of this industry”
and “have a positive influence on this
industry for bringing technology and
diversity to the utility sector” were two
echoing remarks she continually made
when asked why she wanted to run
for a Board of Director seat within the
organization. She is aware of the stigma
of utility arboriculture but wants people
to know that “we really do care about
tree health and tree maintenance.”
One of her favorite field responsibilities
was the aerial saw operation. “People
love to come out and see these things,
but it takes a lot of responsibility for
safety and communication to make
these events successful,” she says.
Amy is excited to bring more technol-

ogy into the utility sector with drones
and streamlining of work flow. One item
she is particularly proud of was helping
ArborMetrics’ training program become more efficient with the use of an
online platform that assists employees
to track their training, and allows them
access to resources on the platform so
that employees stay in compliance with
their training requirements.
Amy lives in the Charleston area
and is an avid flower gardener and
reader. She says it isn’t easy to grow
most plants in Zone 6 but daylilies and
roses are her favorites. Also, whether
it is a technical manual or a fictional
book, she can always be found with a
book in her hand. She is excited to be a
part of the MAC-ISA and looks forward
to meeting more members, educating
people about the utility sector, and figuring out how to move the utility sector
into the “new (present and post COVID)
future”. “We all want electricity to our
home. Well, mostly, 99.9% I will say,”
she likes to say. There is a backstory to
this so please ask her about it next time
you see her!
Continued from page 13

Gold Leaf Awards
For Arbor Day Activities
Teri Batchelor
or 41 years as a licensed forester for
the MD Forest Service, Teri Batchelor spent her days assisting landowners as the project manager of Kent and
Queen Anne’s
Counties. She
also protected
Maryland’s
roadside trees
through the
roadside tree
permit program. That
alone would
keep anyone
busy but not
Teri. She
chose to add
Tree City USA to her plate. Teri managed, at the very beginning of Tree City
USA - before all the glamor, to encourage Chestertown to participate in the

F
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program.
That was
39 years
ago.
Chestertown just
celebrated
their 39th
year as a
Tree City USA community --the second
longest in Maryland. She also convinced Galena 31 years ago and more
recently, 6 years ago added Centreville
to her repertoire. Teri assisted each
town with the planning of every year’s
events and planted many Arbor Day
trees herself over her career.
Teri Batchelor passed away on July
14, 2020
while employed with
the MD Forest Service.
Teri was an
outstanding
forester in
every sense
of the word.
She deeply
cared for
the trees
and forests
of the state
and directly or indirectly guided many
young women to pursue forestry - both
traditional and urban as a career path.
She will be greatly missed.
Editor note: Her son Clay below right, accepted
the award and shared part of his eulogy with us,
very moving.
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We hope we can hold a 2021 MAC-ISA Tree Climbing Championship
We will let you know in a timely fashion

WE ARE COMMITTED TO KEEPING YOU EQUIPPED TO DO MORE.®
At Vermeer All Roads, we have the machines you need to clean up this Fall. The CTX160
Mini Skid and the new ATX Compact Loaders are available now and ready to work.
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