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The Best Laid Plans......

F

irst of all, we hope that all of you are
doing well and are staying healthy.
As most of you know by now, MACISA, like many other organizations,
has cancelled a number of our events
due to Covid-19. Regrettably, we
had to cancel the Tree Climbing
Championship at Druid Hill Park, our
March Arborist Certification Course
and the Day of Safety. While we had
hoped to reschedule the TCC at a later
date, and still before the International
Tree Climbing Championships (ITCC)
in August, the Board recently decided
to not reschedule the TCC because
the ITCC also has been cancelled. We
would like to thank all our volunteers,
competitors and sponsors for their
support in advance of the TCC.
Special thanks to our TCC 2020
planning committee: Randy Fackler,
Steve Castrogiovanni, Sue Greeley,
Jerry Langham, Donnie Osborn and
Lawrence Wynter.
The MAC-ISA Chapter area (Virginia,
Maryland, West Virginia and DC) is
under individual mandates for only
Essential Business to operate. Most
tree care work is considered essential.
That means many of you are out on
the front lines, still doing your work.
Thank goodness that the work is
mostly done outside and that social
distancing is possible in many cases. A
letter of support was emailed to all ISA
members on 3/23/2020 with the Joint
Statement of ISA and TCIA.
MAC-ISA staff developed a new
resource page with a variety of topics,
such as how to earn CEUs online,
understand financial support that is
available, and other information that

might be helpful during this crisis. Here
is the link: https://www.mac-isa.org/
covid19-resources. Please let us know
how else we can support you.
For those of you working from
home and/or taking care of others at
home, these are stressful times. Thank
goodness that we all have an interest
and love for nature, since it may very
well be the thing that can help us get
through these
difficult times. As
some of you heard
at our last MAC-ISA
Annual Meeting,
the Japanese
practice of “Forest
Bathing” is great
therapy for your
health! We include
a link to an article
about the health
benefits of Forest Bathing and Melanie
Choukas-Bradley, who presented
the concept at our Annual Meeting.
https://www.npr.org/sections/healthshots/2017/07/17/536676954/forestbathing-a-retreat-to-nature-can-boostimmunity-and-mood.
There are many video links for forest
bathing on-line, just google the term
“forest bathing videos”! Here are also a
few quotes from the book:
On forest air: “As well as having a
higher concentration of oxygen, the air
in the forest is also full of phytoncides.
Phytoncides are the natural oils within a
plant and are part of the tree’s defence
[sic] system. Trees release phytoncides
to protect them from bacteria, insects
and fungi. They are also part of the
communication pathway between trees:

the way trees talk to each other.”
“There is also a substance in the
soil that we breathe in when we walk
in the forest…common and harmless
bacteria, Mycobacterium vaccae.” (This
stimulates the immune system and our
emotions.)
Even if you cannot go on a vacation
trip right now, here is a great link to
virtual tours of 5 of our National Parks:
https://artsandculture.withgoogle.
com/en-us/national-parks-service/
kenai-fjords/exit-glacier-tour.
Last, but not least, we express
hope that by the time our Summer
Canopy Coverage comes out we
will have gotten through the worst
of this and our lives will again start
to take on the normalcy that we
have come to expect, with plans
for a great fall Annual Meeting!
Best to all and stay healthy!

Save the Date
MAC-ISA Annual Meeting
Solomons, MD
October 4-6
“Trees at the Bay”

Pictures of Solomons MD, the Holiday Inn and lighthouse downloaded from the web

Champion Tree Maintenance and Tree Art

Champion Tree Maintenance

Tree Art

T

T

he Algernourne Oak
is the Virginia state
champion Live Oak, and
is assumed to be about
500 years old. This tree is
growing on the edge of the
parade field of Ft. Monroe.
Ft. Monroe is in Hampton,
VA, and at the convergence
of the James River, the Elizabeth River and the Nansemond
River. This point provided a natural defense of the
Chesapeake Bay. The fort remained as a military installation
until it was turned over to the National Park Service (NPS) in
early 2007.
In Dec 2019, the NPS contacted Dr. Eric Wiseman
regarding the maintenance of the Algernourne Oak. For
logistic reasons Dr. Wiseman suggested they contact Joel
Koci with Virginia State. He eagerly accepted the chance to
participate in the maintenance of this historic tree.
On 12/19/2019 a level 2 inspection of the tree was
performed and soil samples were taken. Representatives
from the NPS Philadelphia office and Fort Monroe Mgmt.
were present. The park service and the Ft. Monroe personnel
were familiar with the level 2 assessment.
Level 1 visual assessment determined dieback in the
crown at 1 – 2 o’clock high in the canopy. The rest of the
tree showed good color and good leaf size and density with
no end deadwood. Following the level 1 assessment a level
2 was performed.
The level 2 assessment provided the following
information:
• Sounding with a mallet revealed no low root from 5’ to
the ground. Fork is sound, no separation, good union.
• Previous storm damage and flush cuts revealed no rot at
those areas.
• Fruiting bodies (mushrooms) were found in 3 areas, but
no evidence of internal rot. Inspected by probing and
sounding. (Positive ID of the mushrooms to follow.)
• Lightning protection needs proper grounding and
securing to the tree in places.
• One overly tight cable was found on a horizontal limb.
• Soil samples revealed Ca and Mg low availability, pH 5.1
OM adequate.
The following recommendations for maintenance were given
per Level 2 assessment:
• Cut out deadwood on the residence side.
• Take tissue samples from the declining and healthy
areas. Then compare results and fertilize accordingly.
• Positively ID the fruiting bodies.
• Attach lightning protection where needed.
• Adjust cable or remove from the horizontal limb.
• Soil, air spade under canopy and add compost, and
mulch area.
• Monitor on a quarterly basis to track decline or return
to healthy condition.
Submitted by Joel Koci
This tree is in the book Remarkable Trees Of Virginia.
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rees, both dead and alive, provide us with plenty of
opportunities to appreciate nature. In the collage below
we are showing you some playful “art” that we came across
in our wanderings this spring. What do you see? Enjoy!
Tree planter and a
hippopotamus, tea
anyone?, crocodile,
bumpy road to the
abyss, and signs of
renewal: bluebells.

Woven tree branch
maze at the U.S.
Botanical Garden.
Photos courtesy of
Nancy Herwig and
Ineke Dickman
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If you learn best
with hands-on training,
you’re probably one of us.

Asplundh is hiring.
The leader in safe and efficient vegetation management services is presently seeking qualified candidates for a wide range
of employment opportunities across the country. From no experience to a full resume, Asplundh offers a family-like
culture, team-oriented approach, and extensive training for those in search of a rewarding career.

To apply go to Asplundh.com

Follow us
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President’s Message

I

hope that this message finds
everyone and their families healthy
and safe. Spring arrived about a
month early in Hampton Roads and
everything is coming to life. COVID-19
has been a part of our lives for the past
month and daily sanitation practices
are becoming the norm. I am grateful
for the efforts that ISA, TCIA, and
other companies in the green industry
have put forth in order to ensure that
we were an essential service. It is
a blessing to be able to provide for
our families and have some sense of
normalcy during this crisis.
Normally I would be writing about
the Tree Climbing Championship and

the Day of Safety. Unfortunately these
events had to be cancelled until next
year.
There are opportunities scheduled
later in the year for MAC-ISA courses
and CEU opportunities, but these
courses may be subject to change as
well. Please continue to check the
MAC-ISA website if there is a class you
were planning on attending.
Finally, I would like to thank the
board and staff for their time, efforts,
and conference calls to help make
decisions during the unprecedented
time we are facing. It shines a light
on the extraordinary leadership and
compassion they possess. I would

also like to thank all of you who are
out in the public providing essential
services, keeping the lights on and
keeping clients’ properties safe and
properly taken care of (especially since
clients are home more to enjoy the
benefits of their trees). Safety above
all else.

August 7, Charlottesville, VA, TRAQ Renewal,
5 CEUs, https://www.mac-isa.org

November 14, Washington, DC, Day of
Arboriculture

August 9-12, Albuquerque, NM, 2020 Annual
International Conference and Trade Show,
https://www.isa-arbor.com/Events/AnnualConference/2020-Annual-Conference

December 8-10, Charlottesville, VA, MAC-ISA
Arborist Certification Course, 24 CEUs
https://www.mac-isa.org

Thank you,
MAC-ISA
President
Jason Heizer

Calendar Of Events
Alert: Due to Covid-19 many events will
be postponed or cancelled. Check with
individual organizers before the event.
All MAC-ISA events are also subject to
change.
June 13, Virginia Beach, VA, MAC-ISA Day of
Safety, https://www.mac-isa.org Cancelled
July 14-16, Richmond, VA, MAC-ISA Arborist
Certification Course, 24 CEUs
https://www.mac-isa.org

December 11, Charlottesville, VA,
October 4-6, Solomons, MD, MAC-ISA Annual
Certification Exam, https://www.isa-arbor.
Meeting
com/Credentials/Exam-Information
October 4, Solomons, MD, TREE Fund Fund
Raisers

July 17, Richmond, VA, Certification Exam,
https://www.isa-arbor.com/Credentials/ExamInformation

October 4, Solomons, MD, Certification
Exam, https://www.isa-arbor.com/Credentials/
Exam-Information

August 4-6, Charlottesville, VA, TRAQ Course,
14.5 CEUs, https://www.mac-isa.org

October 23, TBD, MD, TRAQ Renewal, 5
CEUs, https://www.mac-isa.org

Visit the Events Calendar at
http://www.mac-isa.org for additional events.

Call for Nominations for MAC-ISA Board of Directors
•
•
•
•

Four board member positions are open
Terms begin at annual meeting in October
2 year commitment for board members
4 meetings a year

Nominate someone or volunteer yourself. Please send your nominations to Nancy Herwig, exdirector@macisa.org no
later than June 17th or call, 703-753-0499. The election will be held online this year, watch for an email in early September.
You will be mailed a ballot if we do not have an email on file.

S							
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Credentials News

Note: All MAC-ISA
program offerings and
events are subject to
change

2020 MAC-ISA Arborist
Certification Courses
•

July 14-16, Richmond, VA, taught
by Eric Wiseman and Greg Dahle
Dec. 8-10, VDOF, Charlottesville,
VA, taught by Alex Shy

•
•

C

lasses run from 8-5 each day,
lunch is provided along with hot
beverages and snacks.
MAC-ISA member: $390, ISA member:
$415, Non-member: $490.
This is a great course to prepare
for the ISA Certified Arborist exam.
Limited Space Available! Register
today at https://www.mac-isa.org or
call the office 703-753-0499 for more
information.
Quotes from past participants:
• “Everyone in the Arboriculture
Industry should take this class”
• “I learned so much!”

office to discuss details.
TRAQ individuals may take the
renewal course up to 18 months prior
to their expiration date and be given a
new expiration date five years from their
original date. The classes fill quickly,
so don’t delay, register today. For more
details visit our website:
https://www.mac-isa.org.

Scholarships

S

cholarships are available for TRAQ
and Certification courses for
Virginia members thanks to a grant
from the Virginia Department of Forestry
Urban and Community Forestry Grant
Program. There is also one TRAQ
scholarship open to any MAC-ISA
member. The scholarships cover full or
partial registration. Contact exdirector@
macisa.org.
Also the Paul Revell Certification
Course Scholarship is open to any
MAC-ISA member.

TPAQ

T

candidates will receive a certificate and
be entitled to list TPAQ as a credential.
Professionals [NALP]) responsible
for developing the Guide for Plant
Appraisal. CTLA Member rate applies to
individuals who are members of one of
these organizations or MAC-ISA.
MAC-ISA is planning a session in the
Fall if there is sufficient interest. Please
contact exdirector@macisa.org if you
are interested.

Rollin’ the Rockies 2020:
Riders Needed

M

AC-ISA Team needs riders for
the Tour des Trees! Registration
for this year’s Tour opened January 15
on the Tour des Trees website https://
treefund.org/tourdestrees.
MAC-ISA will support the team with
a $2500 donation to be split amongst
the team riders for their fundraising.
Presently we have one rider, Jeremy
Baker! Support Jeremy in his
fundraising efforts! Thanks Jeremy!

he Tree and Plant Appraisal
Qualification
program is an
Upcoming Exams
interactive training
• July 17, Richmond, VA
experience that
• October 4, Solomons, MD
delves into the
• December 11, Charlottesville, VA
concepts contained
Online testing available. Visit www.
in the Guide for Plant
isa-arbor.com for more information.
Appraisal, currently
in its 10th edition.
Using instructor-led
2020 TRAQ Courses
discussions and
• August 4-6, TRAQ, Charlottesville, case scenarios to
illustrate concepts,
VA
participants will
• August 7, TRAQ Renewal,
become proficient
Charlottesville, VA
in conducting
• October 23, TRAQ Renewal, MD,
appraisals using the
site to be determined
various approaches
he TRAQ Course runs from 8-5 the contained in the 10th
edition.
first 2 days and 8-noon on the last
The training
day.
culminates
in
The TRAQ Renewal runs from 8-5
an
open-book
with 5 hours of instruction and the rest
exam that tests
for the exam.
attendees on their
All of the courses are taught by Joe
comprehension
Murray who has been getting excellent
of the material
reviews by the students. If your
and concepts.
organization is interested in having a
Successful
private or semi-private course call the

T

MAC-ISA Canopy Coverage 6							

Spring 2020

Academic News

F

or this month we provide some
insights into how Universities have
dealt with the COVID-19 situation so far.
We all have similar stories, and at this
point we still do not know how or when
this story will end. We continue to provide our students with the best online
and virtual educational experiences we
can. I think the information from Eric
Wiseman, Virginia Tech, is an exemplary example of how this has evolved
and the approaches we have taken. Of
course the missing hands-on experiential learning is the heart and soul of
what we do with our students! I believe
I speak for all of us in academia when I
say we would appreciate hearing from
our readers in the field who may have
suggestions to enhance the experience
of our students.

Virginia Tech

V

irginia Tech’s spring break was
occurring right when the COVID

outbreak and quarantine requirements
started. Virginia Tech decided that the
remainder of the semester would be
conducted as online learning. Spring
break was extended by one week to
allow preparations by both faculty and
students. Online classes began on
March 23 and (at the time of this writing) will carry through the conclusion of
final exams on May 13th. I teach two
courses in the spring: a senior-level urban forestry course and a sophomorelevel arboriculture course. The urban
forestry course comprises two weekly
lectures and a lab. Moving the lecture
instruction online has not been problematic because we already rely on a
web-based course management system
for curating readings, lecture slides,
quizzes, etc. I am currently sticking
with live lectures at our normally scheduled time, which doesn’t seem to be a
problem for the students. We all gather
in a video chat room where I can give
lectures and share all sorts of visuals
(photos, videos, documents, hand-held

props). The lab portion of that course
has been a bigger challenge because
we are no longer able to physically
gather together for team-based projects
and field work. Therefore I will be going to the field to video some activities
that we would have done together. I’m
also pulling together YouTube videos
from various sources to demonstrate
field techniques I can’t do on my own.
Students will watch the videos and have
a real-time quiz overlaid on the video. I
will also be assigning them some field
activities to do on their own and document with photos or video. I typically
have urban foresters and arborists visit
with students during the semester to
give lectures or lead field activities. We
are adapting by having them join the
students for live video discussions. We
already handle most assignments and
quizzes online, so that really hasn’t
been a big obstacle through the transition.
Continued on page 11

REVOLUTIONARY PLANT
HEALTH SOLUTIONS

As Arborjet turns 20, we are very proud of the almost 4000
Service Provider partners who are as committed as we
are to protecting our urban and natural forests. Together,
we have saved millions of trees using our formulations
and equipment. Thank you to the entire Arborjet family
across the globe for helping us continue our mission to be
leaders in environmental stewardship as we preserve the
planet - one tree at a time!

arborjet.com
TREE-äge® R10 Insecticide is a Restricted Use Pesticide and must only be sold to and used by a state certified applicator or by persons under their direct supervision.

Spring 2020
							

MAC-ISA Canopy Coverage 7

Safety Article
Arborists as Behind the
Scenes Heroes during
Covid-19

I

n 2003 Hurricane Isabel left a
destructive swath of uprooted trees,
downed power lines, and flattened
homes across Virginia’s tidewater
region. I was a climber at the time,
and I will never forget driving a bucket
truck through Williamsburg, Virginia
and seeing residents lined up along the
roadside, cheering and clapping. For
those citizens, the convoy of arborists
deploying to their neighborhoods
and community centers represented
hope, we symbolized that help was on
the way. For that public emergency
arborists were the heroes.
The current COVID-19 pandemic
is a different type of emergency and
you did not need me to point this out.
However, much like during a hurricane
or an ice storm, arboriculture services
remain an essential industry. This time
though, arborists will not be obvious
heroes to the public, but this does not
mean we cannot play a larger part in

representing the hope everyone needs.
Years ago, friend and fellow Arborist
Don Blair once relayed to me what
he called the “system of functional
discipline”. The system of functional
discipline goes beyond what we do
when nobody is looking – it is how
we conduct ourselves in the absence
of a plan, a leader, motivation, and
perhaps even our own understanding.
Functional discipline tells us to
remember our training, trust those
working beside us, remember theirs,
and apply will power in the absence
of all other knowledge and direction.
In short, the system of functional
discipline is a success model for finding
hope within ourselves. Don suggested
successful, safe and efficient arborists
routinely practice such discipline as
part of what they do.
As arborists working during this
public emergency, know that we are
part of the remaining few allowed to
leave our homes, to report for work,
to have daily interaction with others…
in brief, to appear somewhat normal.
And normal is exactly what every single
person so desperately wants right now.

The simple presence of an arborist
working in a yard or a commercial
space is a piece of a larger hope – that
some things are still normal and that
one day soon, everyone can get back
to that.
I am asking that all of us who
comprise the dedicated membership
of MAC-ISA consider the functional
discipline our nation must show at
this time. When meeting with clients,
working in public settings, or collecting
at our offices please adhere to the
collective trust and training everyone
has received a recent crash course
on. There will not be public applause
for arborists on this one, but by doing
what our discipline does best, which is
working safely, we can behave like the
heroes we have been known to be.
Stay safe!
Submitted by Chad Peevy,
Vice President, ISA Mid-Atlantic Chapter

• Helpful Inudstry Knowledge
• Responsive Service

SINCE
1950
Your Home For All Things Arborist
• Climbing Gear
• Rigging Gear
• Arborist Tools
• Chain Saws & Supplies
• Cabling & Bracing
• Lightning Protection
• Plant Health Supplies
• PPE
• Hand Saws
• Knowledge & Advice

You’re one click away from:
CONNECTING to your peers
SHARPENING your leadership skills
ADVANCING your community’s
urban forestry program

(800) 441-8381
arborist.com

Join today!

urban-forestry.com

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE TO RECEIVE WEEKLY SPECIALS
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International and TREE Fund News

ISA Update

B
•
•
•

•

•

elow are some ISA updates in light
of Covid-19.
ISA credential holders with February
29 to April 29 expiration dates have
been given 120-day extensions.
TRAQ credential holders have
received six additional months.
ISA has canceled all regional tree
climbing championships for 2020.
(Asian Pacific, European, North
American and the International)
Individual chapters are responsible
for their own competitions.
The 2020 ISA Annual Conference
and Tradeshow is still planned for
August 9-12, in Albuquerque, New
Mexico, USA. ISA leadership is
currently discussing alternative
dates (mid-December) with the
convention center and the hotels.
A decision will be made in the next
few weeks
ISA has joined forces with other
organizations to ensure that
associations can receive funding
available from the government to

•

•

help them sustain operations during
this time.
ISA staff may be reached normally
at their phone and email contacts.
However, due to the decline in
phone calls, ISA has amended
customer service hours to be from
12 to 5 p.m. ET
COVID-19 has impacted the ISA
budget but the organization is doing
well, as there was already a reserve
fund available for situations such as
this.

Submitted by Council representative Steve Genua

........And in the TREE Fund
News

T

he TREE
Fund has
been busy preparing for their signature event; the Annual Tour des Trees! This year, the Tour
des Trees is scheduled to take place
from August 30th through September
3rd on a Rocky Mountains course!
Participation is looking good with 62
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full-time riders and one part-time rider
registered, so far!
As with almost all sporting events,
the issue of the longevity of the pandemic virus casts a cloud over the
event. However, with a bit over four
months until the ride, planners are
hopeful that suspension of sporting
activities will be lifted by the time of
this event. Time will tell; but for now,
registration for the Tour des Trees is
still open with a limited number of slots
available!
Meanwhile, another branch of the
TREE Fund’s operation has received the
grant and scholarship applications for
this season. The TREE Fund Board of
Trustees will be making the scholarship
award decisions on May 18th. They are
starting to get more applications for the
Bonnie Appleton Memorial Scholarship
than had previously been received. This
year there was even an applicant from
Virginia Tech where Dr. Bonnie Appleton
taught for many years!
Continued on page 14
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Academic News, Cont., Scholarships
Continued from page 7

The biggest disappointment is that
we won’t be able to hold our arboriculture ‘boot camp’ in the sophomore
level course at the end of the semester.
This is when we get together for four
full days of field experiences in planting,
climbing, pruning, felling, and treating
trees with guest instruction from several
professional arborists. Students would
earn the TCIA Tree Care Specialist credential by going through the boot camp,
passing competency quizzes, and
passing afield competency check. For
students that will be returning in the fall,
I plan to hold a redux of the boot camp
so that they can earn the credential if
they desire it.

MD. Applicants must be a member
of MAC-ISA and currently enrolled in
arboriculture, urban forestry, horticulture
or related program. Preference will be
given to full-time students. Recipients
will be required to volunteer during the
meeting. Hotel rooms will be shared
with other scholarship recipients. Applications are available on our website
http://www.mac-isa.org or by calling
703-753-0499. They must be turned in
by Friday, September 11th.

Frank Santamour Fall
Scholarship

MAC -ISA will be offering two scholarships in the amount of $1250.00 each
in Frank’s name. These scholarships
will be available to MAC-ISA members
who are students studying arboriculture/urban forestry that have a genuine
interest in a career in arboriculture. The
scholarships will be available to undergraduate students enrolled in two and
four year colleges and universities in the
Mid-Atlantic area that have programs in
horticulture, arboriculture and/or urban
forestry.
For more information, https://mac-isa.
org/services/scholarships or call 703753-0499.

M

AC-ISA is proud to sponsor future
generations of arborists by honorSubmitted by Dr. Eric Wiseman
ing Dr. Santamour for all of his contributions to our chapter and industry. One
of MAC-ISA’s primary missions is to
Student Scholarships for
education to advance our proMAC-ISA Annual Meeting support
fession. Providing financial assistance
to promising students of arboriculture
AC-ISA has a full and partial scholfurther supports this mission. The
arships available for our Annual
deadline for submission is September
Meeting, October 4-6 2020 in Solomons
11th.

Dr. Joe Sullivan, U of MD edits Canopy
Coverage’s Academic News column. Please
contact him with news about students,
activities, programs, research, or any other
items of interest at jsull@umd.edu

M

TreeMec® Inject

Emamectin Benzoate in one-quart bottles
Designed to be used with high volume tree injection devices that meet the label and dose
requirements for the control of listed insects and mite pests.

Emerald Ash Borer

TreeMec Inject can be used as formulated
or diluted with water
(low, medium, medium-high and high rates).

Gypsy Moths

Ambrosia Beetle*

Japanese Beetles

See the label for a full list of pests controlled.

Winter Moth

Bagworm

Conifer Mites*

Honeylocust Plant Bug

*Not registered for use in California

Learn more! Call 800.698.4641 or visit
ArborSystems.com for information and videos
S							
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MAC-ISA Annual Meeting News
You are invited to the 2020 MAC-ISA
Annual Meeting, October 4-6, 2020
Holiday Inn Solomons Conference
Center and Marina, MD

•
•
•

CSI for Bugs, Michael Raupp and Paula Shrewsbury,
University of Maryland
Technologies Used in Tree Evaluations, Cary Hulse, Deb
Sheeler and Chris Fields-Johnston, Davey
Use of Drones in Pest Management, Stanton Gill and
Kirk Floyd, University of Maryland
Tree Tour, Shawn Walker, Trees 101, and Toni Woods,
Fairfax County Urban Forestry

(Subject to change due to Covid-19)
•
A great educational meeting and trade show
Network, earn CEUs, learn, have fun, share experiences,
see old friends and make new ones, eat good food, win
Tuesday Indoor Session:
great prizes, buy equipment and supplies, etc.
• Future of Arboriculture, David Bengston, US Forest
Service
• Sunday, October 4th: TREE Fund events, Golf
• Staying Fluid with Evolving Technology Solutions, Deb
Tournament and Motorcycle Ride for Research. ISA
Sheeller and Shirley Vaughn, Davey Resource Group
Certification Exam, Welcome Reception with Vendors
• Why Do Tree Branches Fail, Greg Dahle, WVU
• Monday 5th: Indoor and Outdoor Educational Sessions
• Review of 2020 Landscape Diseases and What Might
and Exhibits
be Coming in 2021, David Clement, Univ. of MD Ext.
• Tuesday 6th: Indoor Educational Sessions, Trade Show,
• Effects of Higher Temperatures/Climate Change on
ISA Gold Leaf Awards and MAC-ISA business meeting
Trees, Bruce Fraedrich, Bartlett Research Lab
• Silent Auction to support student scholarships for the
meeting
Special thanks to the amazing 2020 Educational Team that
• Registration will be available on our website in late June
developed the program for the meeting: Chris Dyson, Paul
http://www.mac-isa.org. 703-753-0499.
Foster, Tom Mayer, Amy Murray, Toni Woods, and Tyler
Wright.
Some Highlights of the Program
Monday Indoor and Outdoor Sessions
Sponsors are needed. Additional volunteers are needed
• Wildlife and Trees, Brian French, Arboriculture Int.
as well. Please contact exdirector@macisa.org
• Tree Risk Assessment, Bruce Fraedrich, Bartlett Lab

Our advanced technology for
tree treatment allows you to

INCREASE THE
NUMBER OF TREES
YOU TREAT
IN A DAY!

No drilling damage
No mixing at job sites
No guarding or return trips
No waiting for uptake
Treats most trees in
five minutes or less!
◆ Successful and most profitable add-on service
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆

Multiple injection tips designed for all types of trees, conifers and palms

Insecticides • Fungicides • PGRs • Antibiotics • MicroNutrients

Learn more! Call 800.698.4641 or visit
ArborSystems.com for information and videos
MAC-ISA Canopy Coverage 12							
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Forest Pest Update

Asian Gypsy Moth Egg
Mass

T

he Asian gypsy moth (AGM) is a
highly destructive forest pest known
to spread via ocean-going vessels in
international trade. A new egg mass
of the Asian Gypsy moth was recently
discovered (March 22) by Customs and
Border Protection agriculture specialists
on a coal freighter at the Port of
Baltimore. CBP agriculture specialists
removed the egg mass and treated the
affected area with a pest spray oil.
According to the USDA, AGM
poses a significant threat (https://www.
aphis.usda.gov/aphis/resources/pestsdiseases/hungry-pests/the-threat/asiangypsy-moth) to our nation’s forests and
urban landscapes as it is known to be
extremely mobile – females can travel
up to 25 miles per day – is attracted to
lights, can lay egg masses that could
yield hundreds of hungry caterpillars,
and is itself a voracious eater that
attacks more than 500 species of trees
and plants. If they would become

established here, they could cause
serious, widespread damage to our
country’s landscape and natural
resources.
For more information see the
Custom and Border Patrol news release
at https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/
local-media-release/baltimore-cbpdetects-destructive-japanese-gypsymoth-egg-mass-coal.

some symmetrical evergreen growth
habit with slightly weeping branches. It
has a moderately slow growth rate and
produces large cones. For the original
bulletin and a picture of this tree go to
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAARS/bulletins/286681e.

Spotted Lanternfly Update

S

potted Lanternfly (SPF), Lycorma
delicatula, a potentially very serious
pest of grapes, peaches, hops, and a
variety of other crops, which was first
detected in Frederick County, Virginia
first-of-its-kind hybrid hemlock,
which is not vulnerable to the insect and the City of Winchester, VA, on Jan.
10, 2018, continues to be a concern in
hemlock woolly adelgid, has been
developed by the Agricultural Research our area. It has since spread to Clarke
Service’s (ARS) U.S. National Arboretum County, Virginia and Berkeley County,
West Virginia. To see the latest spread
according to an announcement in the
click on this distribution map published
USDA Agricultural Research Service
by Cornell University on 3-13-2020.
Bulletin, dated 4/14/2020.
Traveler, as the new variety is named, https://nysipm.cornell.edu/sites/nysipm.
is a cross between the Chinese hemlock cornell.edu/files/shared/images/SLF(Tsuga chinensis) and the native Caroli- reported-distribution-3-13-20.jpg.
na hemlock (Tsuga caroliniana). The new Continued on page 14
tree has the native hemlock’s hand-

New Hemlock Hybrid
Withstands Killing Insect

A

YOUR FORESTRY
EQUIPMENT SOURCE

WHO WE ARE
Custom Truck One Source is a leading assembler of forestry aerial lift equipment. Our primary focus is on building the best aerial lift
trucks for the independent tree trimming and vegetative management market. We stock many lifts and chassis ready for assembly into the
combination that will fit your company best. The choices for your chassis are the best in the industry and include names such as Freightliner,
International and Ford.
877-930-4031
www.customtruck.com/forestry
forestrysales@customtruck.com
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Awards Nominations, TREE Fund, Forest Pest (Cont.)
MAC-ISA Awards – Call for
Nominations

categories:
• Outstanding Arbor Day Activities
• Outstanding Landscape, Beautification, and/or Environmental
ach year, we recognize the skill and
Activities
dedication of our members through
These awards may go to a project,
the Chapter’s Annual Awards Ceremony. organization, or individual. Nominations
The event, held during the Annual Busi- should include one or more electronic
ness meeting, is cause for celebration
images of the person, project, or event.
for the award winners, the audience,
The nomination form requires the exact
and the entire Chapter membership.
name as it is to appear on the award
Take some time to nominate a qualified along with a description of the project.
individual:
Go to our website www.mac-isa.org for
• Award of Merit: Recognizes
a nomination form.
outstanding or meritorious service
Please send nominations for the
in advancing the principles, ideals
2020 Gold Leaf Awards to MAC-ISA
and practices of arboriculture. This
(exdirector@macisa.org) no later than
award is granted only to members
August 7th.
of the Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the
ISA.
• Volunteer of the Year Award:
TREE Fund news continued from page 10
Recognizes a Mid-Atlantic Chapter
A student in our region, Maraea Harmember who has made significant
ris, received one of the Felix Scholarcontributions to the success of the
ship awards last year. Our TREE Fund
Chapter through volunteer service.
liaison has volunteered to help mentor
• Field Arborist of the Year Award:
this student as she continues her studRecognizes a person who spends
ies in Forestry at Northern Virginia Comat least 50% of their job time
working directly in the field that has munity College, Loudoun Campus.
Please continue to support the TREE
made significant contributions to
Fund’s continuing education program
the chapter and industry.
by attending the very popular Webinars
• Lifetime Achievement Award:
online. These are great programs, often
Recognizes a MAC-ISA member
provided by our own members, that not
that has made significant contribuonly educate, but also earn continuing
tions to the chapter and industry.
education credits (CEUs) toward your
If you would like to submit a nominacertifications. Click here for the upcomtion, please visit the Chapter Web site
ing webinars:
(http://www.mac-isa.org) to obtain an
https://treefund.org/webinars.
application form or contact MAC-ISA
at 703-753-0499 or admin@macisa.org. Doug Petersen, TREE Fund Liaison
Deadline for submission is August 21.
Awards will be presented at our Annual
Forest Pest Update continued from page 13
Meeting on Oct. 6th.

E

Young nymphs, red 4th instar nymphs, adults

For additional resource information in
Virginia, we are providing some links of
interest:
https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/content/
dam/pubs_ext_vt_edu/ENTO/ento-344/
ENTO-344.pdf
https://ext.vt.edu/agriculture/commercial-horticulture/spotted-lanternfly.html
To report SLF in Virginia: https://ask.
extension.org/groups/1981/ask
https://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/plantindustry-services.shtml
Training link for commercial businesses
required to self-inspect if doing business in quarantine area: https://register.
ext.vt.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=106
6947&selectedProgramAreaId=25575&s
electedProgramStreamId.

Gold Leaf Award
Nominations due August 7

M

AC-ISA is accepting nominations
for the ISA Gold Leaf Awards. Our
chapter tries to present this award annually to recipients from each state and
Washington, D.C. in our chapter area.
The awards are not competitive, but
rather a recognition of worthy activity (to
be judged by the chapter). This means
that MAC-ISA may, and often does,
confer multiple awards in each state.
Gold Leaf Awards are presented in two

Spotted Laternfly egg masses
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Forest pest updates provided by Donna Marie
Foster, Landscape Architect, MLA, Forest Service
Northeastern Area State and Private Forestry
Update and pictures of Spotted Lantern Fly
provided by Mark Sutphin, Extension Agent,
Agriculture and Natural Resources, Horticulture,
Unit Coordinator, Virginia Cooperative Extension,
Frederick County Office

Spring 2020

Member News
“Help! I’ve gotten up and I can’t get
down”.
Tree Climbing Arborists Get Training on
Aerial Rescues.

T

hanks to a safety
training grant from
the Tree Care Industry
Association’s (TCIA),
Safety Training Institute
(ASTI), 50 Virginia tree
climbers were able to
attend a class in Faber,
VA on how to rescue
fellow tree workers in
case they get cut, pass
out, get knocked out or
something else just as
scary, while working up in
a tree. Drew Dunavant,
Operations Manager, and
Jeff Inman, Safety Manager, at Truetimber Arborists Inc., in
Richmond, VA were the instructors.
Drew is the 2019 MAC-ISA Tree Climbing Champion. In
addition, he is an ISA Certified Arborist, TCIA Certified Treecare Safety Professional and an ISA Certified Treeworker. Jeff
is a Certified Tree Care Safety Professional and ISA Certified
Arborist.
After a morning session explaining the steps to rescue a
tree worker who is hurt up in a tree, and a presentation from
the Wintergreen Rescue Squad’s Technical Rescue Team,
Drew and Jeff demonstrated rescue techniques on a 175lb
rescue dummy in trees outdoors, as well as a bucket truck
worker rescue scenario. Thanks go to the Faber Fire and
Rescue for allowing the use of their building and grounds.
The grant from TCIA for the training was secured by Mike
Neal, Owner of Arboristry and Associates and by Richard
Jones, Certified Arborist and Lynchburg area Consulting
Arborist. Lynchburg area tree climbers who attended were
Dan Hayden, Jonathan Sledge, Kenny Rakes, Nicholas Myer
and Thomas Parmiter.
Tree worker is one of the most dangerous jobs in America. Hundreds of tree workers have died or been seriously
injured in the past few years. By applying for a grant to host
a workshop, organizations are working to bring quality, local
and affordable safety training to working arborists who will
take their safety seriously and help lower accident numbers
and improve the image of the tree care industry. ASTI, which
was launched by the TCIA Foundation in 2013, provides
grants for job and safety training to minimize consequent
deaths and injuries, and promote overall workforce safety
that is critical for the tree care industry. TCIA’s Aerial Rescue Training Program helps you protect workers and meet
the aerial rescue training requirements mandated by ANSI
Z133.1 and OSHA.

Membership News
Sustaining MAC-ISA Membership
Category

D

id you know that you can send up to four employees
to a MAC-ISA event at the member rate? Give your
employees the gift of continuing education and become a
MAC-ISA Sustaining member. As a Sustaining member,
businesses or institutions may support our chapter while
receiving the member discount rates for up to four people at
any event.. The Sustaining Membership Includes all chapter
benefits for one person in the business or institution plus
up to four individuals can attend events at the member rate.
Those four can change per event. The fee is only $200 for a
full year. https://www.mac-isa.org/membership-sustaining

Student Membership now Free

A

s of January 2020, the MAC-ISA Board approved the
membership fee for students to be FREE. To qualify, you
must be a high school, undergraduate, or graduate student
or have proof of enrollment in at least six academic hours
of coursework related to arboriculture within the next six
months. Limited to 8 years. This membership also includes
an ISA membership. https://wwv.isa-arbor.com/store/appWi
zard?Type=Student&PID=231&OIIDA=ISAMembSt

Article and photos courtesy of Richard Jones
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Save the date! Day of Arboriculture, November 14, Washington, D.C.

WE ARE COMMITTED TO SUPPORTING YOU WITH MAXIMUM
CARE AND MINIMUM CONTACT DURING THIS TIME
We have the equipment you need to power your forestry management business, whether
you want to buy or rent. We are dedicated to equipping you for the days ahead, so take
advantage of our ﬂexible, limited-time ﬁnancing options. Contact us to learn more.

15 Locations to Serve You
844- VERMEER | VermeerAllRoads.com
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