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Bonnie	
  Appleton	
  Memorial	
  Fund	
  
In 2014 we continued to raise money for the Bonnie
Appleton Memorial Fund (BAMF). The purpose of
this Fund is to provide scholarships for students
majoring in urban forestry, arboriculture,
horticulture, or nursery management with an initial
goal for the scholarship endowment of $100,000. As
of December 31, 2014 the BAMF has received
$44,442 in contributions. We cannot begin giving
out scholarships until we reach our endowment goal.

Continued	
  work	
  on	
  GoodTreeCare.com	
  
The www.goodtreecare.com website, listing the
professional services of ISA Certified Arborists who
are MAC-ISA members to the general public, has
continued to grow. This is the site where we refer
people when they are looking to hire Certified
Arborists in our region. It is a free service to our
members to advertise on the site but we charge a
small fee of $25 to have a link to their company
website. We continue to encourage members to take
advantage of this free member service, by sending
emails, special constant contacts and even calling
commercial arborists.
We would like more
commercial arborists to update their information as
well as register a password, so that it represents a
more complete listing of arborists for hire in our
region.

Commitment	
   to	
   Safety	
   –	
   MAC-‐ISA	
   Day	
   of	
  
Safety	
  	
  
The Day of Safety Committee, Bob Stanley and Ron
Muir, co chairs, Donnie Osborn, Percy Montecinos,
Patrick Harwood, Herb White, Dan Landry, Jim
Beam, and Candance Teates, worked hard on putting
together the 2014 MAC-ISA Day of Safety, the
fourth time that an event reflected our new mission
statement adopted in 2010 “To promote a culture
of safety while fostering research and education
that supports the care and benefits of trees.” The
4th Annual Day of Safety was held on June 14th at
the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning

Commission Shady Grove Maintenance Facility in
Rockville, MD and it was a huge success. We had
over 120 people attending, representing 35 companies
from throughout our region but primarily from
Maryland.
It was wonderful to see such a
commitment to safety! We were fortunate to have 9
sponsors of the event. Planning is underway for the
2015 Day of Safety to be held in June in Virginia.
Other accomplishments with a focus on safety have
been dedicated safety articles in Canopy Coverage,
and a focus on safety at all of our events. The Board
continues to apply our adopted safety policy to make
sure all safety standards are followed at our hosted
events.

Tree	
  Climbing	
  Championship	
  
Jerry Langham and Donnie Osborn co-chaired the
2014 Chapter TCC event, which was hosted at the
U.S. National Arboretum in Washington DC.
Together with several staff members of the U.S
National Arboretum, they worked hard to put together
a championship of over 60 volunteers, including a
dedicated team of judges organized by Head Judge
Steve Castrogiovanni, 11 major sponsors and 5
exhibitors, organized by Exhibit chair, Elise Crosby,
and 37 competitors representing 19 different
companies. James Earhart, Arbor Care, and Jocelyn
Lohse, TrueTimber Tree Service/Riverside Outfitters,
were the Chapter Champions who went on to
represent the MAC-ISA at the international
competition in Milwaukee.
Because
the
International
Tree
Climbing
Championship is scheduled for March in Tampa
Florida and our 2015 TCC is not taking place till
April 2015, we held a Masters’ Invitational on
October 25, 2014 at Algonkian Park in Sterling,
Virginia. Ten of our best climbers from the past few
years were invited to participate. James Earhart,
Arbor Care and Jocelyn Lohse, Riverside
Outfitters/TrueTimber were the Chapter Champions
and will represent MAC-ISA at the ITCC in Tampa,
Florida.
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MAC-‐ISA	
  on	
  the	
  worldwide	
  web	
  

TREE	
  Fund	
  Support	
  	
  

MAC-ISA finally got social media presence in 2014
when we launched our new Facebook page. Bonnie
Deahl and communications manager Ineke Dickman
started things off and we are trying to post upcoming
events and things of interest to the community as it
becomes available. We also did a minor redesign of
our MAC-ISA website with a new banner picture
and a white background of our pages.

John Lloyd, Tech Tree Experts put together a
wonderful Golf Tournament at the Annual Meeting,
which raised $738 for the TREE Fund. Gary Mallow
with assistance from the Lloyd family organized
another Ride For Research, which raised $350. All in
all, our Chapter raised $16,260 for the TREE Fund in
2014 through our support for the tour, our auction
donations, golf tournament, Ride for Research,
donations to the Bonnie Appleton Memorial Fund and
direct contributions.

2014	
  Annual	
  Meeting	
  
The staff worked directly with Susan Day, Eric
Wiseman (overall chair and field day chair), and
numerous volunteers to create the 36th Annual
Meeting of the MAC-ISA, which was held on
October 6-7, 2014 at the Inn at Virginia Tech, in
Blacksburg, VA. In partnership with Virginia Tech
and all our sponsors, we provided a program with
dynamic speakers, new and exciting topics, and
countless activities extending over a period of two
days. Invitations for college students to attend our
annual meeting were sent to all universities and
colleges in our chapter. We awarded 8 scholarships
to attend the conference. Scholarship winners
included: Daniel Black, Jordan Endahl, Keith
O’Herrin, Alyssa Marvel, Sean O’Brien, Jack
Rowell, Joseph Williams and Emily Zhou.	
  

Mark	
  you	
  calendars	
  now	
  
for	
  the	
  2015	
  MAC-‐ISA	
  Annual	
  Meeting	
  
in	
  Annapolis,	
  MD	
  Oct.	
  5-‐6.
	
  
Urban	
  &	
  Community	
  Forestry	
  Assistance	
  
Program	
  Grant	
  
MAC-ISA received a grant of $6,757 from the
VDOF and USDA Forest Service U&CF Assistance
Program this year for scholarships for professionals
to attend certification and TRAQ courses and for
students to attend the annual meeting. 	
  	
  

	
  

Frank	
  Santamour	
  Scholarships	
  
We awarded two $1,250 Dr. Frank Santamour
scholarships to students who plan to pursue a career in
arboriculture or urban forestry.
• 2014 recipients were Megan Carr, Frostburg
University and Rachel Patterson, University of MD.

We	
  Also	
  …	
  
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

	
  
	
  

Hosted 4 Tree Risk Assessment Qualification
courses in Takoma Park MD, Washington DC,
Reston VA, and Virginia Beach VA.
Conducted 3 Arborist Certification Courses in
Westminster MD, Morgantown WV and
Charlottesville, VA.
In 2014 we evaluated 98 different private and
public courses, seminars, and events that
requested ISA CEU credits. There are plenty of
opportunities to obtain CEUs within our Chapter.
Exhibited, co-sponsored or partnered with
numerous organizations at regional events.
Continued with on-line election process where
98% of all votes were cast.
Continued to offer the Canopy Coverage
electronically and printed by request.
Assisted Virginia Tech and the Virginia
Department of Forestry with a survey of practices
and perceptions of urban forest waste utilization in
Virginia.
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Membership	
  
With these accomplishments, we are able to provide
you with the following statistics relating to
membership and certification as of December 31,
2014:
• Membership stood at 1202 active members.
• The Chapter has:
o 1563 Certified Arborists
o 43 Board Certified Master Arborists
o 77 Certified Tree Worker Specialists
o 31 Municipal Specialists
o 109 Utility Specialists
o 276 TRAQ-qualified arborists

	
  
2014	
  Gold	
  Leaf	
  Award	
  Recipients	
  
•
•

•

•

•

Mount Olivet Cemetery for hosting the Maryland
Arborist Association’s (MAA) 36th Arborist Day
Project.
The Tree Committee of the Town of Bath
(Berkeley Springs), WV for	
  their concerted effort
to reduce stormwater runoff and beautify the
town by planting hundreds of trees, conducting
an urban tree canopy assessment and other
projects.
Roanoke Tree Stewards for their volunteer
efforts in pruning and maintaining young trees,
planting trees, and educating the public about
trees.
Louise Seals, Richmond Tree Stewards. Louise
led the effort to establish the first ever RVA
Volunteer Tree Summit. She brought dozens of
community stakeholders from the Richmond area
together to discuss a critical issue around trees in
that area: how to retain the trees that are planted.
Community Design Assistance Center, VA Tech	
  
CDAC assists under-served communities
throughout the state in improving the natural
environment through design and planning.
CDAC has worked with the Virginia Department
of Forestry on over 75 projects in the last 15
years with forestry-related planning and design
assistance. These projects have focused on

•

•

creating healthy environments that consider the
physical and emotional well-being of users as well
as the health of the environment.
Town of Williamsport, MD for their Arbor Day
planting of 120 Living Legacy trees as part of the
Journey Through Hallowed Ground Partnership’s
Living Legacy Project.
PEPCO, DC for their continued support of DC’s
Arbor Day activities.

	
  
2014	
  Chapter	
  Award	
  Recipients	
  
Lifetime Achievement
• Steve Koehn
Awards of Merit
• Richard Jones
• Mike Gildea
President’s Citation
• Jay Banks
Volunteer of the Year
• Donnie Osborn
Field Arborist of the Year
• Trent Thomas

Board	
  of	
  Directors	
  Meeting	
  
Members of the MAC-ISA Board of Directors
gathered near Culpeper VA for their annual retreat on
December 4, 2014. The Board celebrated the
chapter’s accomplishments of 2014 and made plans
for 2015. Using the 3-year strategic plan, they set an
action plan for the coming year. CJ Lammers again
took time out of her busy schedule to facilitate this
year’s retreat.

